
”Conduct Yourselves in a Manner Worthy of the Gospel” 
(Philippians 1:27-30) 

Introduction: Paul in the book of Philippians, having now told us 
of how his circumstances have turned out for the progress of the 
Gospel, and having given us a glimpse into his own heart of the 
driving force that motivates his life with respect to the work of 
God’s kingdom, now proceeds to exhort his children in the faith to 
conduct themselves in a way which will adorn the Gospel of Christ. 

To know the Gospel is one thing, but it will not advance the kingdom of 
God unless it is shared, unless it is spoken of to others. But, of 
course, this will not happen unless the people to whom it is entrusted 
have a mind to do the work. And if those who have these riches 
entrusted to them are willing to labor, their efforts will have little 
effect, unless they are all working together in unity. The church is 
some ways can be likened to a sports team. The members of the team must 
have the desire to play, or they won’t have a chance of winning. They 
must also be able to work together in harmony, coordinating all of their 
plays, or they will work at odds with one another, and miserably fail. 
The team that wins is the one that is dedicated to excellence in 
training, that has a strong desire to do its best, and is working 
together in harmony among its many players. 

struggles to advance the work of Christ, they must also realize 
that there will be opposition from the world. As they seek to get 
the good news of Christ out to their culture, to their friends and 
neighbors, they will meet with hatred and contention. But they 
ought not to be alarmed by this, for far from being a sign of 
defeat, it is actually a sign of salvation for them. The opposing 
team, when they sense that the game is lost, will often throw all 
of their efforts into a last flurry hoping to turn the tables on 
their opponents. When this happens, it is almost always a sure 
sign of defeat for them, but for victory for the other team. In 
the kingdom of God, the game is already over, the war is won. The 
power of the enemy is irreversibly broken. But there are still 
battles to be fought as the church takes the ground which belongs 
to her Lord, and this will meet with great opposition from the 
enemy. However, it is not a sign of defeat, but of victory. And 
even if Christians must suffer persecution, even if it is unto 
death, they need not fear the enemy. For in their participation in 
the Gospel, they have been granted by the free grace of God, not 
only the privilege to believe, but also the great privilege of 
suffering for Christ’s sake. It is a gift. And what I want you to 
see from this text this morning is, 

First he exhorts them of the necessity of unity in their efforts. 

Secondly, knowing that they must all be of one mind in their 

If the Gospel is to advance in the world, then those to whom it 
is entrusted must be of one mind in the purpose of proclaiming it, 
and they must not fear their opponents even unto death. 

I. First, I Want You to See the Importance of Having a Unified 
Purpose in the Work of Advancing the Kingdom. 
A. Paul Exhorts the Philippians to Be of One Spirit and One 

Mind in Their Contending for the Gospel. 
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1.  Paul’s command is really that they conduct themselves 
in a way that would be worthy of the calling which they 
had received from God. 
a. A person may not come to Christ and live any way 

that he pleases. 
ti) The Gospel calls all who hear it and respond 

to exercise faith in Christ, that is to flee 
from any other way of salvation to the only 
one which He has provided in Christ. 

tii) And secondly, it calls them to repent of their 
ungodly behavior, and to live in such a way 
that all they do brings glory to Christ. 

b. Here, Paul bears out two the ways that they might 
live so as to glorify the King. 
ti) They were first to stand firm in one spirit. 

That is, they were to be steadfast and unmoved 
in their desire to see the kingdom work 
completed. 

tii) And secondly this unity of purpose was to be 
coupled with an attitude of heart which would 
struggle, strive and fight to continue to 
advance the Gospel of Christ. It was putting 
into action that to which they were committed. 

2. Paul wanted to know that their commitment was genuine, 
so that if he was present or absent, he would still 
hear that their actions were authenticating their 
profession of faith. 
a. The mark of a genuine change of heart and life is 

that the new action, which is produced by that 
change, continues whether they are observed by 
others or not. 

b. It is like the truly obedient child. He not only does 
what you ask him when you are watching him, but he 
continues to do it as well when you are gone. 

c. Here Paul is saying that conduct which is really 
worthy of the Gospel, that which is a true mark of 
the work of the Spirit of God, remains at all 
times, whether under the scrutiny of others or not. 

d. And it was this kind of steadfastness in their work 
of advancing the kingdom that Paul wanted to see, 
to reassure his own heart concerning them. 

B .  Christ Is Exhorting You this Morning to Have a Single 
Purpose in Advancing the Kingdom. 
1.  Does your life show that your primary goal is to 

further the work of God’s kingdom? 
a. We all have certain agendas, and we all know what 

our priorities are on that agenda. 
b. Is your primary, your first and most important 

goal, to glorify Christ? 
c. Is the advancement of the Gospel what you live for? 

2. If you answered yes to this, then ask yourself, in what 
way has your life furthered it? 
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3. 

a. What have you done in your years on this earth as a 
Christian, that you can point to and say that by 
the grace of God, I have been able to accomplish 
something which has promoted the kingdom? 

only yourself, but your neighbor as well? 
b. Has your life born any fruit that has benefited not 

c. Christ said, ”BY THIS IS MY FATHER GLORIFIED, THAT 
YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT, m n  SO PROVE TO BE MY 
DISCIPLES” (John 15: 8). 

d. Don’t be satisfied with little fruit. Don’t be 
left standing before the judgment seat of Christ 
with nothing but a tremendous bond fire as your 
works all go up in flames because they had no 
lasting qual i ty. 

e. Bear good and valuable fruit that will endure, and 
you shall receive a gracious reward for it on the 
day of Christ! 

And if you do have a heart to see God’s kingdom 
advanced, how are you promoting that with the rest of 
your brethren? 
a. Are you working together in harmony with your 

brothers, or are you working at odds with them? 
b. Unless we are all pushing in the same direction, we 

will not accomplish much at all. 
c. Unless we are all praying for opportunities to 

witness, and then taking the opportunities that the 
Lord gives to us to share the Gospel and to invite 
people to church, we will not be accomplishing our 
Lord’s primary goals. 

d. And what about harmony of purpose in your families? 
ti) Are you each living for the other and all 

tii) Are you all excited about times of family 
living for Christ? 

worship? 
Are you as a family praying for and seeking to 
bring your neighbors to Christ? Other family 
members? 

godly in all your behavior? Do you remain 
silent when you see your children doing things 
which are contrary to Christ? 

tv) Remember that prayer is not enough. 
You must also take action. Sometimes 
reproof or admonition or rebuke is 
necessary. 

your Father’s business if there is going to 
be any change in your lives or others. 

tiii) 

tiv) Are you holding each other accountable to be 

tvi) Don’ t merely pray. You also need to be about 

4. And don’t forget, the indication that this is truly a 
change of heart is that you do these things not only 
when someone is watching you, but also when there is no 
one else around. 
a. It has often been said that what you really are 

comes out when you are all alone. 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

II. Secondly, 

To some degree, our brethren, neighbors, and family 
members are a gracious restraint upon our sin. Our 
society is as well. 
A book was written a number of years ago called 
HEART OF DARKNESS. It referred to a man who left 
civilization to go to Africa. Free from the 
restraints of society, he soon found out that the 
dark continent was not really the heart of 
darkness, rather it was his own heart. 
What are you really like? Are you able to live for 
Christ even when others are not present to watch 
you? Is your heart really full of the love of 
Christ, or is it full of love for yourself? 
If you find that it is full of yourself, that you 
really can’t serve the Lord without others around, 
then turn to Christ and call out upon Him to have 
mercy upon you. Give yourself entirely to Him. 
Serving Christ you will certainly not lose in the 
transaction, and His wages will more than 
compensate anything that you have to give up to 
follow Him. 

I Want You to Realize that the Persecution Which 
Arises from the Christian’s Witness Is Not Something to Fear, 
but Is in Fact a Gracious Gift from the Lord. 

A. Paul Encouraged the Philippians that Their Sufferings Were 
as much a Gift of Christ as Their Salvation. 
1.  We often think of salvation as a gift, but do we 

realize that to suffer for Christ is also a gift? 
a. Salvation is a gift of God’s free grace. We cannot earn 

it, it is given by God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
b. But suffering is here also attributed to God’s free 

grace, ”FOR TO YOU IT HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR CHRIST’S 
SAKE, NOT ONLY TO BELIEVE IN HIM, BUT ALSO TO 
SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE.” 
ti) We often say that we would like to take the 

one, and leave the other. 

Jesus and asked to sit on His right hand and 
on His left in the Kingdom. He asked them if 
they were able to drink of His cup which He 
was about to drink of. They said that they 
were able. He said that they would drink of 
His cup. But to give them those seats of 
honor was not for Him to give, but His Father. 
James and John did not get what they had asked for, 
but they did get what they didn’t ask for, and that 
was to drink the cup of Christ’s sufferings. 

tiv) But even so they received a blessing, for to suffer 
in Christ’s stead, to take the derision and 
punishment that was meant for Him is a blessing. 

tii) It is like when James and John approached 

tiii) 

2. Suffering is a sign of salvation for the Christian, 
while persecution is a sign of destruction for the 
adversaries of the Gospel. 
a. For the persecutors, their persecuting the church 
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of God is a sign of destruction for them. 
ti) Paul writes, ”FOR AFTER ALL IT IS ONLY JUST FOR GOD 

TO REPAY WITH AFFLICTION THOSE WHO AFFLICT YOU, AND 
TO GIVE RELIEF TO YOU WHO ARE AFFLICTED AND TO US 
AS WELL WHEN THE LORD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED FROM 
HEAVEN WITH HIS MIGHTY ANGELS IN FLAMING FIRE, 
DEALING OUT RETRIBUTION TO THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW 
GOD AND TO THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL OF OUR 
LORD JESUS. AND THESE WILL PAY THE PENALTY OF 
ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, AWAY FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE 
LORD AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER” ( 2  Thes. 
1: 6-9). 

tii) To persecute the Church of the living God is a 
sure sign that you are on the broad road to 
destruction. Unless such repent and turn to 
the eternal Lord for salvation, they will 
surely end in hell fire forever. 

b. But persecution for the cause of Christ is an 
indication, or a sign of salvation for the Christian. 
ti) 

tii) 

tiii) 

Jesus said, ”IF THE WORLD HATES YOU, YOU KNOW 
THAT IT HAS HATED ME BEFORE IT HATED YOU. IF 
YOU WERE OF THE WORLD, THE WORLD WOULD LOVE 
ITS OWN; BUT BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, 
BUT I CHOSE YOU OUT OF THE WORLD, THEREFORE 
THE WORLD HATES YOU. REMEMBER THE WORD THAT I 
SAID TO YOU, ’A SLAVE IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS 
MASTER.’ IF THEY PERSECUTED ME, THEY WILL 
ALSO PERSECUTE YOU; IF THEY KEPT MY WORDS, 
THEY WILL KEEP YOURS ALSO” (John 15:18-20). 
And Paul said, ”THE SPIRIT HIMSELF BEARS 
WITNESS WITH OUR SPIRIT THAT WE ARE CHILDREN 
OF GOD, AND IF CHILDREN, HEIRS ALSO, HEIRS OF 
GOD AND FELLOW HEIRS WITH CHRIST, IF INDEED WE 
SUFFER WITH HIM IN ORDER THAT WE MAY ALSO BE 
GLORIFIED WITH HIM” (Rom. 8: 16-17). 
Suffering is a part of the salvation package. 
If we want to be heirs with Christ, we must 
also suffer with Him. And so suffering is a 
sign of salvation for us. 

B. And So You Must Count Every Opportunity to Suffer in the 
Place of Christ a Gift of God’s Grace. 
1. Paul suffered much in his calling to the apostleship. 

a. Here he writes, ”EXPERIENCING THE SAME CONFLICT 
WHICH YOU SAW IN ME, AND NOW HEAR TO BE IN ME.” 
ti) Paul’s case was not the exception, but the rule. 

tii) To live the life of a follower of Christ has 
never been popular, although at some times it 
is more in vogue than at others. 

b. Paul suffered perhaps more than anyone else for his 
proclamation of the Gospel. 
ti) In 2 Corinthians 11:23-27, we have a catalogue of 

what Paul suffered for Christ. If you ever feel 
that you have had to face too much, just read his 
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list, ”ARE THEY SERVANTS OF CHRIST? (I SPEAK AS IF 
INSANE) I MORE SO; IN FAR MORE LABORS, IN FAR MORE 
IMPRISONMENTS, BEATEN TIMES WITHOUT NUMBER, OFTEN 
IN DANGER OF DEATH. FIVE TIMES I RECEIVED FROM THE 
JEWS THIRTY-NINE LASHES. THREE TIMES I WAS BEATEN 
WITH RODS, ONCE I WAS STONED, THREE TIMES I WAS 
SHIPWRECKED, A NIGHT AND A DAY I HAVE SPENT IN THE 
DEEP. I HAVE BEEN ON FREQUENT JOURNEYS, IN DANGERS 
FROM RIVERS, DANGERS FROM ROBBERS, DANGERS FROM MY 
COUNTRYMEN, DANGERS FROM THE GENTILES, DANGERS IN 
THE CITY, DANGERS IN THE WILDERNESS, DANGERS ON THE 
SEA, DANGERS AMONG FALSE BRETHREN; I HAVE BEEN IN 
LABOR AND HARDSHIP, THROUGH MANY SLEEPLESS NIGHTS, 
IN HUNGER AND THIRST, OFTEN WITHOUT FOOD, IN COLD 
AND EXPOSURE. ” 

suffered in his life, but they were the things 
that he suffered on account of the Gospel, by 
the will of God. 

(iii) Paul was then in prison for the Gospel and he 
was alerting the Philippians to the fact that 
they could expect the same treatment for their 
witness of it as well. 

(ii) These were not just simply thing which Paul 

2. Have you ever suffered persecution for the sake of 
Christ? 
a. Does your behavior in this world reflect Christ 

enough to bring upon yourself the hatred of the 
ungod 1 y ? 
ti) To be a Christian in this dark world is not a 

popular thing. If you live like Christ, you 
will suffer persecution. 

GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS WILL BE PERSECUTED” ( 2  
Tim. 3: 12). 

why not? 

( i i 1 Paul said, ”AND INDEED, ALL WHO DESIRE TO LIVE 

(iii) And so are you being persecuted? And if not, 

b. Are you so afraid of persecution that you hide your 
Christianity? 
ti) Now, hopefully, none of us here go looking for 

persecution. And I hope that none of when we 
are persecuted are persecuted for something 
that we did rather than for Christ’s sake. 

(ii) But I also hope that none of us are so ashamed of 
Christ and of His Word, that we are afraid to let 
the world know that we are followers of Christ. 

(iii) Jesus said, ”FOR WHOEVER IS ASHAMED OF ME AND 
MY WORDS IN THIS ADULTEROUS AND SINFUL 
GENERATION, THE SON OF MAN WILL ALSO BE 
ASHAMED OF HIM WHEN HE COMES IN THE GLORY OF 
HIS FATHER WITH THE HOLY ANGELS” (Mark 8:38). 

c. Are you willing to suffer persecution for the 
Gospel of Christ? 
ti) Are you willing to step out and to let others 
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know what Christ says. 

legal, but i 1 legal? 
Are you willing to do so not only when you 
believe that those you are speaking with will 
receive it calmly, but also when you know that 
they will lash at you in anger? 

tiil Are you willing to do so not only when it is 

tiiil 

d. Don’t let the fear of being thought different, or 
of being thought of as a Christian cause shame 
within you. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 
t ivl 

tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

Many times students at Christian schools will 
suffer persecution for doing what is right. 
But don’t let that intimidate you. 
Don’t be afraid to tell your classmates that 
you believe it is wrong to ditch class, or to 
fake being sick to stay home, or to have 
sexual relations before marriage. 
Love Christ enough to take a stand for Him. 
You may suffer ridicule and abuse from your 
neighbors when you speak to them of Christ, or 
point out that something they are doing is 
wrong or illegal. But be willing to do so 
because Christ tells you that you should. 
Be willing also to suffer at the hands of your 
family members who don’t know Christ, as you 
tell them of their need of repentance and 
faith. To remain quiet is almost to guarantee 
their condemnation forever! 
You may even have to suffer at the hands of 
fellow church members if you go against 
accepted norms and traditions because you 
believe them to be in conflict with the Word 
of God. Will you seek to please God rather 
than men? 
But God forbid that you should ever persecute 
your brethren for doing the will of God. This 
is exceedingly evil in the sight of the Lord 
and would be a sign of destruction for you! 

e. People of God, are you willing to venture all for 
your Lord? Do you love Him enough to do His will, 
even if you should have give up your life? Use 
your precious time on this earth for the purposes 
for which God made you. Be of a willing heart to 
do the labor of the kingdom, and do not flinch even 
if you should suffer for it. This is what your 
Lord did, and if you are to be followers of Christ, 
you must do likewise. ”FOR YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED 
FOR THIS PURPOSE, SINCE CHRIST ALSO SUFFERED FOR 
YOU, LEAVING YOU AN EXAMPLE FOR YOU TO FOLLOW IN 
HIS STEPS” Amen. 


