
 

“Come Out and Be Separate” 
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  As Christians, we live in the world, but are not of the world.  This is what the 
Bible says.  This is to be something of which we are to constantly remind ourselves.  We are 
only pilgrims passing through this lower sphere on our way to a heavenly one.  Here, we have 
no lasting home.  But there we have an everlasting home.  One day this tent of ours is going to 
be torn down.  But there we have a building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  How 
often we need to be reminded of this truth, because the world is constantly seeking to drag our 
eyes back down onto it, and to blind us to these heavenly realities.   
 Now it is true that while we are in the world, we must make our homes here.  That is, we 
must have houses, food, employment, and everything that is necessary to sustain our lives.  We 
are also spiritual beings, born again by the grace of God, and therefore stand in need of regular 
worship in the presence of God to sustain us spiritually.  But we are also social beings, that is, 
we were made to live in society.  But it is in this area that the Bible strongly cautions us.  Yes, 
we must live in the world and rub shoulders with the inhabitants of this world on a daily basis.  
But we must be careful of the kind of relationships we form with them.  We need to recognize 
that there is a radical difference between those who are of the world and those who are of Christ.  
We are from two different families, with two different fathers.  God is our father.  But the devil 
is theirs.  Perhaps you might think that this is harsh, but it is exactly what Jesus said.  He said 
that there are only two households with two heads:  Jesus and Satan.  And everyone in the 
world is in either one category or the other.  He said to His disciples, “If you were of the world, 
the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15:19).  It hates Christians because it does not like 
the light of the righteous acts which flow from the saints.  You might be tempted to think that 
there aren’t really that many who are bad enough to be called the sons of the devil.  But that is 
in fact what the Bible says they are.  Dr. Strimple at Westminster Seminary tells the story of a 
man who once left seminary to be a missionary in Africa.  But by the time he arrived there, he 
had met so many people who seemed to be so friendly, that he had lost the Gospel.  They 
seemed to be so charitable, so kind.  What need did they have of the Gospel?  But the thing he 
forgot, of course, was that God restrains the sin of man in order to preserve His people.  Though 
outwardly they might seem very nice, inwardly, in their hearts they are still the enemies of God, 
and still stand in need of reconciliation with Him through His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 Since the world is full of these “children of the devil,” this raises a very important 
question, “What should our relationship be with them?  What kind of contact is permitted by the 
Lord and what kind is forbidden?”  Paul gives us some important principles this morning in our 
text, where he tells us that,  
 
 We must be careful not to enter into any significant relationships with those who are of 
the world.   
 
I.  First Notice the Command of the Apostle, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers.”   

A.  In order to understand the command, we must first understand the words which Paul uses.   
1.  “Do not be bound together” literally means that we must not be wrongly associated 



2 

 

together, be wrongly or poorly matched in a relationship as friends, companions, 
partners or confederates, those relationships which entail a degree of intimacy.   

2.  Those we are not to be mismatched with are unbelievers, those who do not savingly 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  It doesn’t refer only to those who are grossly wicked, 
but to all who refuse to bow the knee to His Lordship.  It is true that the worse a man 
is, the more openly he will be opposed to Christ and the Gospel and the more dangerous 
will be our associating with him.  But we mustn’t forget that the real danger is not so 
much in what the person professes, but rather as to what he is like.  The ungodly 
influence more by their character and their underlying philosophies of life.  (Hodge 
I&II Corinthians 542).   

3.  We should also note that the tenses used in this verse indicate that the Corinthians were 
already associating themselves in these relationships with unbelievers, and Paul here is 
telling them that they need to stop.   
a.  More properly rendered it would be, “Stop associating yourselves together wrongly 

with unbelievers.”   
b.  In the Louw-Nida Lexicon of the Greek language, the author writes, “It is often 

necessary to indicate somewhat more precisely the manner in which one may be 
wrongly matched with others.  Accordingly, one can translate 2 Cor 6.14 as 'do not 
attempt to work together with those who are unbelievers' or 'do not become partners 
with those who do not believe’” (Bible Works).   

c.  Paul is here drawing on the imagery of Deuteronomy 22:10, which reads, “You 
shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together.”  This is what is known as an 
unequal yoke.  The same word which Paul uses.  Two different kinds of animals, 
because of their peculiar natures, do not work well together.  Moses also wrote in 
Leviticus 19:19, “You are to keep My statutes.  You shall not breed together two 
kinds of your cattle; you shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor wear a 
garment upon you of two kinds of material mixed together.”   

d.  Why were they not to do so?  The reason cannot be seen within the command itself.  
It was not a moral command, as though it was intrinsically immoral to do any of 
these things.  Now certainly, once God commanded it, it became morally binding 
upon the conscience to keep it.  But it is not moral in and of itself.  If it was, we 
would probably all be in violation of at least wearing clothes made from two 
different kinds of material.   

e.  Rather, this was called a positive command.  It is a command which God gave the 
people of Israel for a reason, to teach them something.  What it was to teach them is 
the same thing which this passage is teaching us, not to be unequally yoked with 
unbelievers, to remain separate.   

 
B.  The prohibition then is against entering or continuing any kind of a relationship with an 

unbeliever which is considered a “mismatch” or “wrong association.”   
1.  The difficulty comes in narrowing down exactly what kind of relationships are here 

forbidden.   
a.  Since we live in the same world with unbelievers, we must necessarily have contact 

with them.   
b.  Paul even says in 1 Corinthians 5:9-11, “I wrote you in my letter not to associate 

with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or 
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with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out 
of the world.  But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother 
if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat with such a one.”   

c.  Therefore, association is necessary, but we must beware of wrongful association.   
 

2.  Certainly, there is no question that this prohibits the marriage of a believer with an 
unbeliever.   
a.  God had forbidden the Israelites to intermarry with any of the inhabitants of the land 

they were entering, so that these would not lead them into idolatry.  Moses wrote, 
“Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters 
to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  For they will turn 
your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD 
will be kindled against you, and He will quickly destroy you” (Deu. 7:3-4).   

b.  Since this is a moral issue, it certainly continues to the present time.  You parents 
must not give your daughters to be married to those outside the church, and you must 
not take any daughters from outside the church for your sons.   

c.  And even in regard to those who have been married and have been released from 
those marriage bonds, they are still strictly prohibited to marry an unbeliever.  Paul 
writes, “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she 
is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).   

d.  Now certainly, if this contract and covenant exists between a Christian and a 
non-Christian, even if was conceived sinfully, it is still a valid covenant.  It is 
forbidden to the Christian to marry a non-Christian, but sometimes Christians sin by 
doing this very thing.  It is also possible for two unbelievers to marry and then for 
one to be converted, but the other not.   

e.  This covenant must be honored until the unbeliever desires to depart.  If that 
happens, Paul gives the command not to stop them.  He writes, “Yet if the 
unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage 
in such cases, but God has called us to peace” (1 Cor. 7:15).   

f.  Seeing that this is the case, what do you believe God thinks about a Christian dating 
or courting a non-Christian?  God abhors it.  It is a forbidden alliance.  This same 
tactic has been used by the devil on numerous occasions to bring about the misery 
and fall of many.   

g.  You must not date, which practice is questionable in itself, a non-Christian.  
Neither should you seek to court one.   

 
3.  But this commandment also forbids other kinds of relationships between believers and 

unbelievers.   
a.  It would certainly forbid the entering into a business partnership with an unbeliever.  

Working together everyday and pooling together your resources with an unbeliever 
is far too close a relationship for the Christian.   

b.  This is not the same as being a Christian employer who hires an unbeliever, or a 
believer who works for an unbeliever, for those are not relationships of equality and 
you will not have that much interaction with your employer.   

c.  But then again, that depends on the kind of business it is.  Some employment may 
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entail a great deal of time and interaction with your employer or employee, and that 
may be too much to be safe, such as the time a secretary may spend with the one she 
serves.  You know how many marriages have been destroyed by this relationship.   

d.  This would also forbid any kind of relationship which would fall under the 
prohibition of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be deceived:  ‘Bad 
company corrupts good morals.’”  Any relationship which places you together with 
unbelievers in any degree of intimacy is a situation to be avoided.   

e.  Therefore you should not have any close friends who are unbelievers.  You should 
not spend a great deal of time with them.  Now certainly, if you use the time to 
witness to them, and they are receptive, by all means take the time.  This is 
according to the express command of your Lord.  When you spend time with them 
with a specific purpose, it will protect you from harm.  But if it is merely leisure 
time you are spending with them, it will have a negative effect on you.   

f.  Parents, you should be very careful who it is that you let your children converse and 
spend time with.  You should do all in your power to provide a godly and upright 
environment for them, as well as friends who are at least outwardly conformed to 
God’s covenant.  This should certainly control which children in the neighborhood 
that you let them associate with, as well as which schools you would put them in.  It 
is far more likely that the bad traits of those children will affect your child, than that 
their good traits will affect them.   

g.  The relationship between a child and his teacher is also one to be very careful in.  
When I was in grade school, I loved some of my teachers as much as my parents.  
But this is dangerous.  Your child’s affections should not be centered on an 
unbeliever, nor should they usurp the relationship of the parents.   

h.  It would certainly be better to have your children in a school where there is an 
explicit Christianity, where there is a constant discipline and high standard of 
morality maintained among the children, and where there are teachers who profess to 
know and love Jesus Christ.  It would far better still to place them in an environment 
where there are very godly individuals who will nurture and train them in the many 
hours they need to learn all that they need.   

i.  Sometimes this is only possible in a home school environment.  I believe that this is 
why the Lord has put these children in your households and not in that of the state.  
You are the ones who are responsible for the education and nurture of your own 
children.   

j.  This should probably cause us to take a look at the area of Co-belligerency as well, 
to make sure that when we fight common battles with unbelievers that we do not 
wrongly associate ourselves with them.   

k.  We must all take care with our relationships.  They strongly influence us.  And the 
most dangerous kind of influence is that which is most subtle.   

l.  David wrote, “I will give heed to the blameless way . . . I will walk within my house 
in the integrity of my heart.  I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I hate the 
work of those who fall away; it shall not fasten its grip on me.  A perverse heart 
shall depart from me; I will know no evil.  Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, 
him I will destroy; no one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I 
endure.  My eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; 
he who walks in a blameless way is the one who will minister to me.  He who 
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practices deceit shall not dwell within my house; he who speaks falsehood shall not 
maintain his position before me.  Every morning I will destroy all the wicked of the 
land, so as to cut off from the city of the LORD all those who do iniquity” (Psalm 
101:2-8).   

m.  We must become all things to all people, as Paul wrote, in order to reach them.  
But we must not compromise ourselves in the slightest in so doing.   

 
II.  Paul now gives us several reasons to enforce what he has commanded.   

A.  “For,” he says, “what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship 
has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer 
in common with an unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?”   
1.  Paul asks, “How can those who seek to do what is right according to God’s Law have 

any concord or agreement with those who are law-breakers?” 
2.  “How can those who are of the light have any fellowship with those who walk in 

darkness?”   
3.  “What common ground can exist between Christ and His children and that of the devil 

and his children?”   
4.  “Or what kind of harmony can exist between the Temple of God and idolatry?”  Paul 

may have mentioned this last example because this is the particular application he 
would make to the Corinthians, seeing that they lived in a city rife with idolatry.   

 
B.  He continues, “For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in 

them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”   
1.  We are God’s Temple, if we are Christ’s.  We are the living stones which are built 

together into a living Temple to offer the sacrifice of praise to God through Christ.   
2.  God is the One who indwells us.  He is the One who walks in our midst, when we are 

gathered in His name.   
3.  And He is the One who has promised to be our God, and to take us as His people.   

a.  This is the promise of the covenant of Grace, the same promise which is repeated in 
all of God’s redemptive covenants:  that He would be our God, and we His people.  
This promise ties together all of the redemptive covenants of God and shows them to 
issue from one source:  Christ.   

b.  And therefore we are a holy people, a people for God’s own praise, a people 
separated from all the peoples of the earth to give glory and honor to the Lord.   

c.  The people of the world, on the other hand, hate God.   
 

4.  And so what better reasons do we need to do what the Lord wills?  Can there be any 
more perfect opposite to the believer than the unbeliever?   
a.  The things which Paul has mentioned are as adverse as fire and water.  They cannot 

exist together.  They cannot live together.  So it is with the children of the light and 
the children of darkness.   

b.  John tells us, “And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to 
you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 
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1:5-7).   
c.  Christians are children of the light.  Unbelievers are the children of darkness.  We 

cannot walk together for we walk according to two different standards.   
d.  The Lord said through Amos the prophet, “Can two walk together, except they be 

agreed” (Amos 3:3)?  The answer of course is no!   
 
C.  What then are we to do?  Paul writes, “’Therefore, come out from their midst and be 

separate,’ says the Lord, ‘And do not touch what is unclean.’”   
1.  Separate yourselves, if you have entered into these kinds of wrong associations, 

inasmuch as you are able.   
2.  And keep yourselves separate from the things of the world.  Do not touch the things 

which are unclean for you.  Just as you could not touch a leper lest you become 
infected with his leprosy, so you should not touch the things of the world lest you 
become infected with the defiling influences of sin.   

 
D.  If we do, the Lord says, “’And I will welcome you.  And I will be a father to you, and 

you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord Almighty.”   
1.  If we separate ourselves from the world, the Lord will welcome us as His own sons and 

daughters.   
a.  What is mentioned here is the promise of adoption.  He will be our Father, and we 

will be His children, entitled to all the rights of children.   
b.  What Paul has in mind, of course, is the turning from this particular sin to Christ, 

for there is no other way of entrance into the covenant or the family of God except 
through Jesus.   

c.  If a person continually practices sinful associations with the world, and does not 
repent, the implication here is that he will not welcome you.  But if you turn from 
that sin, and all sin, He will welcome you.   

d.  I would draw your attention to just one last fact here, and it is this:  There is no 
mention in this text about coming to Christ for this adoption, and yet this is clearly 
what is in view, for no one can be received into the family of God except through the 
true Son of God.   

e.  What is mentioned are the actions which will accompany one who is truly born 
again from above and who has placed his trust in Jesus.  The OT is full of such 
exhortations.  I believe we saw one last week.  The Lord said through Moses, 
“Circumcise then your heart, and stiffen your neck no more” (Deu. 10:16).  Can a 
man circumcise his own heart?  Doesn’t this require the work of the Spirit of God?  
Yes, it does!  But it is none the less the responsibility of every man, woman and 
child to do so, and to serve the Lord.   

 
2.  And so the exhortation to you this morning is, “Come out from the midst of the world 

and be separate, and stop touching the unclean things of the world, and God will receive 
you into His family.”   
a.  For those of us who know the Lord, we know that we are far too apt to dabble with 

the things of the world.  We need to separate ourselves from them.   
b.  And for those of you who do not know Christ, this text calls you to separate 

yourselves from the world, that you might be joined to Christ.  As long as you are in 
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love with the world, you will never love Christ.  Christ came to cleanse His people 
of their sins, to release them from their bondage to the things of the world, that He 
might unite their hearts with His.   

c.  Therefore, turn from the things of the world and embrace Christ.  Believe on Him!  
Take hold of Him!  If you can, do so now!   

d.  If however you do not find it in your heart to do so, then pray and ask Him for His 
grace.  Read His Word.  Listen to His Word being preached.  These are the means 
by which the Lord changes the hearts of men that they might come willingly to Him.   

e.  May the Lord bless His Word to our spiritual understanding for our growth in grace.  
Amen.   

 


