
“Come, Follow Me” 

(John 1:35-51) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Last week we were looking at John’s testimony about Jesus:   

 

His ministry had gained a lot of attention,  

 

So much so that the Pharisees sent some priests and Levites  

 

To find out whom he claimed to be.   

 

They asked him, “Are you the Christ?”  He said, “No.”   

 

“Are you Elijah or the Prophet?”   

 

Again, he said he was not.   

 

“So who are you?”   

 

“I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said” (1:23).   

 

“Why are you baptizing if you are not any of these men?”     

 

“To prepare the way for the Lord.”   

 

 

That’s why he was telling them to repent.   

 

Why he was baptizing them (with a baptism of repentance):   

 

To get them ready to receive the One who was coming,  

 

Who is able to baptize in the Spirit –  

 

Who can raise the dead spiritually,  

 

Who can forgive sins and give power to live a godly life –  

 

One who was so holy, John wasn’t even worthy to take off His sandals,  
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He was baptizing to get the ready to receive their Messiah.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This morning, we see that John’s ministry was bearing fruit:   

 

Some listened to John and followed Jesus.   

 

And those who listened, went out and immediately ministered to others  

 

And brought them to Jesus as well.   

 

This was how the Lord was working to gather His sheep to Himself –  

 

More particularly, those who would be His apostles.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see fruit in John’s ministry as he pointed to Jesus.   

 

1.  “Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked 

at Jesus as He walked, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’” (vv. 35-36).   

  

As Jesus again appeared where John was baptizing,  

 

John saw Him and said to two who were with him:   

 

“Look, there is the Lamb of God.”   

 

 

Not only do we see John again doing what God sent him out to do,  

 

We also see something more about Jesus:   

 

This One who can baptize with the Spirit –  

 

Who alone can give life to our dead souls, forgive our crimes, and give us power 

over sin –  

 

Also came to give His life in place of our own.   

 

He is God’s Passover Lamb –  

 

The One that feast celebrated every year,  

 

The sacrifice God provided to take away our sins.   
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Here’s another reason we should point to Jesus:   

 

He alone can give His Spirit to change the heart,  

 

And He alone can take away sin –  

 

Peter writes, “If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according 

to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay 

on earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like 

silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christ” (1 Pet. 1:17-19).   

 

This is why what Jesus will later say is true, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).   

 

 

I would just remind those of you who haven’t come to Jesus –  

 

Only He can give you His Spirit,  

 

Only He can provide forgiveness for your sins.   

 

You can only come to the Father through Him.   

 

If you want to go to heaven and not hell, you must trust Him.   

 

 

2.  That’s what John was saying.  Did anyone listen to him?  Yes.   

 

“The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus” (v. 37).   

 

This pointing to Jesus – this Gospel – is the message God uses to bring others to 

Himself.   

 

 

Not everyone you tell will come to Him.   

 

John pointed many to Jesus,  

 

But only a few actually listened and followed Him.   

 

That shouldn’t surprise us, because Jesus Himself said, “Many are called, but 

few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14).   
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Many seeds have been sown over the centuries, but only some has fallen on 

good soil.   

 

Consider how many you know  

 

Who’ve come to church,  

 

Who’ve heard the Gospel,  

 

Who were raised in Christian households under the Gospel:   

 

Not all have believed, but some have.   

 

Jesus never told us to expect that all would be saved,  

 

But He did tell us to expect some.   

 

Here were two that did.   

 

John pointed,  

 

The Spirit worked,  

 

And these two came to Jesus.   

 

 

3.  And what did Jesus do when He saw them coming after Him?   

 

He invited them to follow.   

 

“And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, ‘What do you 

seek?’  They said to Him, ‘Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where 

are You staying?’   He said to them, ‘Come, and you will see.’  So they came 

and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was 

about the tenth hour” (vv. 38-39).   

 

What will He do for you, if you come to Him?   

 

He will receive you; invite you to follow as well.   

 

Jesus says, “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 

comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).   

 

 

Don’t be afraid that Jesus won’t accept you.   
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If you’re willing to let go of your sins and come to Him in faith, He will.   

 

He will because the Father has given you to Him.   

 

If He has, He won’t throw you out.   

 

He will warmly welcome you, forgive you, and guide you in His paths.   

 

 

B.  But second, I want you to notice something that one of these two did before he 

began to follow Jesus:   

 

1.  He sought out his brother and invited him to come along as well.   

 

“One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother.  He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We 

have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ).  He brought him to 

Jesus.  Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the son of John; you 

shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter)” (vv. 40-42).   

 

When we find the Lord – or more accurately, when He finds us –  

 

It changes us in more ways than one.   

 

Not only do we want to follow Jesus,  

 

We want others to follow Him as well.   

 

Andrew’s heart had been opened by the Spirit to see who Jesus was and to 

receive Him.   

 

But the Spirit also gave him compassion for his neighbor –  

 

To love him, as he loves himself –  

 

In this case, his brother, Simon.   

 

 

Remember, Christianity isn’t just about us –  

 

It’s not meant to be a private religion – something we do in secret –  

 

But something we do openly.   
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Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 

nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house” (Matt. 5:14-15).   

 

It’s about following Jesus’ example to reach out to those around us with the 

Gospel,  

 

So that they might find His kingdom and gain eternal life.   

 

The fact that we want to share this treasure with others  

 

Is strong evidence that we have entered God’s kingdom.   

 

 

2.  When you obey your heart and submit to the Lord in doing this,  

 

You just never know what will happen.   

 

Some will reject Jesus; some will receive Him;  

 

And among those who receive them, the Lord may call someone special.   

 

 

All of God’s people are special;  

 

The apostles and prophets more so;  

 

But there were some among them who were particularly so –  

 

That was the case here.   

 

When Andrew brought his brother to Jesus, “Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You 

are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated 

Peter)” (John 1:42).   

 

The word “Cephas” is Aramaic for the Greek word “Petros” or “Peter.”   

 

Both words mean “a rock” or “a stone.”   

 

“You are called Simon, but you will be called a rock,”  

 

Likely because the Lord would later use him and his confession to build His 

church (Matt. 16:18).   
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Perhaps we don’t have the greatest gifts and won’t personally bear as much fruit 

for the Lord as we’d like.   

 

But He may yet use us to bring someone to Himself that will.   

 

The great Spurgeon was saved by a very humble and unskilled man  

 

Who supplied the pulpit that day because the minister had been snowed in.   

 

 

C.  The Great Shepherd was gathering His sheep through John and through those who 

came to Him through John’s testimony;  

 

But He also went out to gather them personally.   

 

“The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip.  And Jesus said 

to him, ‘Follow Me.’   Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew 

and Peter” (vv. 43-44).   

 

Jesus left Bethany (v. 28), where John was baptizing, and went into Galilee.   

 

There He sought out a particular man by the name of Philip.   

 

Notice that Philip was from Bethsaida, where Andrew and Peter also lived.   

 

When He found him, He also called him to follow.   

 

 

Was Philip more important?  Is that why Jesus went to him, rather than the other 

way around?   

 

It was no more so in this case, than it was in that of Zaccheus.   

 

We read in Luke’s Gospel, “He entered Jericho and was passing through.  And 

there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector 

and he was rich.  Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable 

because of the crowd, for he was small in stature.  So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass 

through that way.  When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, 

‘Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.’  And he 

hurried and came down and received Him gladly.  When they saw it, they all 

began to grumble, saying, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a 

sinner.’  Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, half of my 

possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 

will give back four times as much.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has 
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come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man 

has come to seek and to save that which was lost’” (19:1-10).   

 

When Jesus was on earth, He could personally seek His own.   

 

Now that He’s in heaven, He does so through His people.   

 

But don’t forget that anyone who comes to Jesus comes for the same reason –  

 

They come because He is seeking them.   

 

That’s why you came to Him – that was His work.   

 

“We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).   

 

 

D.  Finally, we see Philip do what Andrew had done earlier:   

 

He went and invited someone else to come to Jesus.   

 

“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in 

the Law and also the Prophets wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’  

Nathanael said to him, ‘Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?’  Philip said 

to him, ‘Come and see’” (vv. 45-46).   

 

I don’t know that we should assume these men were necessarily unconverted 

before they came to Jesus.   

 

They may have been Old Covenant saints like Simeon  

 

Who was waiting for the coming of the Messiah  

 

Because he believed God’s promise (Luke 2:25).   

 

But still that desire to come to Him – and their desire to see others come – was 

because He was seeking them through other means.   

 

 

But notice Nathanael’s skepticism and how Jesus overcame it.   

 

“Nathanael said to him, ‘Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?’  Philip said to 

him, ‘Come and see’” (v. 46).   

 

Nathanael didn’t want to believe that the Messiah could possibly have come from 

Nazareth.   
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It’s not because Nazareth was such a bad place or had such a bad reputation,  

 

But because the prophet said Messiah would come from Bethlehem.   

 

Micah writes, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the 

clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  His 

goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (5:2).   

 

 

Even though he had his doubts, he was willing to listen to Philip and come.   

 

If someone isn’t convinced right away, don’t give up.   

 

 

Once he came, Jesus convinced him:   

 

First, by pointing out his integrity, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is 

no deceit!” (v. 47).   

 

Nathanael asked how He knew him?   

 

Then Jesus said something that apparently only Nathanael could have known, 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you” (v. 48).   

 

Just as Spurgeon’s eyes had been opened when the preacher pointed to him and 

told him to look to Jesus,  

 

Nathanael’s eyes were opened, and he immediately recognized Jesus as the 

Messiah, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel” (v. 49).   

 

 

Don’t be afraid of telling others about Jesus  

 

Because it seems like there’s no way they will believe.   

 

Jesus is able to open the eyes of the blind.   

 

 

He’s not only able to open those eyes on very slim evidence,  

 

He’s able to give more to bring you to an even fuller conviction:   

 

Jesus said, “‘Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you 

believe?  You will see greater things than these.’  And He said to him, ‘Truly, 

truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God 

ascending and descending on the Son of Man’” (vv. 50-51).   
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Jesus often withholds evidence from His enemies –  

 

If they don’t believe, He won’t cast His pearls before them to trample under their 

feet (Matt. 7:6),  

 

As the Pharisees did when they accuse Him of casting out demons by the prince of 

demons (Matt. 12).   

 

 

But He gives more evidence to those who believe.   

 

Like Jacob, who saw the vision of the ladder reaching to heaven  

 

And the angels ascending and descending from the Lord to minister to him,  

 

So Nathanael would see the angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man,  

 

To minister to Him and through Him  

 

As they bring fresh revelations both in word and miracle.   

 

 

As you trust in the Lord and believe His Word,  

 

He will refresh your faith in the same way.   

 

 

E.  So what have we seen?   

 

The Lord is continually seeking His people.   

 

Here, He sought and found four of His twelve apostles:   

 

Peter and Andrew, Philip and Nathanael.   

 

If Nathanael doesn’t look familiar, it’s because he’s also know by the name, 

Bartholomew (Matt. 10:3).   

 

 

When He was on earth, He sought His own through others and personally.   

 

Now that He is in heaven, He does so through His people – through you and me.   

 

 



11 

When He finds His people, they do two things:   

 

1.  They follow Him.   

 

2.  They try to get others to follow Him.   

 

 

And to those He finds by giving light, He gives greater light to strengthen their 

faith.   

 

 

Has the Lord sought you?   

 

Are you following Him?   

 

Are you trying to get others to follow Him?   

 

Do you find Him strengthening your faith?   

 

They you have been found – He has had mercy on you.   

 

 

But if He hasn’t, I would urge you to come to Him.   

 

Only He can give you His Spirit to make you alive.   

 

Only He can forgive your sin through His sacrifice.   

 

Don’t live another day in danger of hell.   

 

Come to Jesus and secure your future.   

 

And then become a tool in His hands to gather others.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


