
“Christ, the Savior, Is Born” 
(Luke 2:10-11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, I want to talk about why we’re here.   
a.  Why we’re not at home right now opening presents.   
b.  Why we’re not watching sports or the parades on TV, out playing games, 

getting ready to go to a party or drink too much like the rest of the world.   
c.  It’s because of the fulfillment of a promise:  the birth of Christ.   

 
2.  Actually, it all started long before this.   

a.  Even as far back as the first sinner, God made a promise:   
(i)  Man had disobeyed God, lost fellowship with Him.   
(ii)  He was under the sentence of death and would have suffered forever in a 

place that burns with fire:  a place the Bible calls hell.   
(iii)  But the Lord intervened:  He told Adam and Eve when He cursed the 

devil who tempted them to sin that He was going to send someone who 
would destroy him (Gen. 3:15).   

(iv)  This was the first promise of the coming Messiah.   
 

b.  God told Abraham this Messiah would come through his descendents.   
(i)  He would be a blessing to all nations.   
(ii)  Not only to Abraham’s people – the Jews – but to all who would trust in 

Him.   
 

c.  God told His people through Moses (sacrificial system) what this One would 
do:   
(i)  He would offer Himself as a sacrifice.   
(ii)  He would pay the price of His people and satisfy God’s justice.   
(iii)  He would reconciled God and man.   

 
d.  God told David this One would come from his children.   

(i)  That He would be a king:  David’s greater son.   
(ii)  But unlike earthly kings, His kingdom would endure forever.   
 

e.  God said many other things about this One:   
(i)  Who He was:  God in human flesh (Isa. 7:14).   
(ii)  What He would do:  save His people (Jesus:  Jehovah saves).   
(iii)  And that He rule and reign forever (Isa. 9:6-7).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Our passage shows us the fulfillment of all these promises.   
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a.  About two thousand years ago, a man by the name of Joseph, with Mary, a 
woman he was engaged to, went to a small town called Bethlehem.   

b.  They were there because of a census taken by the Roman government.   
c.  More than that, they were there because this is where God said the Messiah 

was to come from, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in 
Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 
5:2).   

d.  She was with child while still a virgin – a child conceived by the Holy Spirit – 
He was the Son of God, the Messiah.   

e.  While they were there this child was born.   
(i)  It was an event so special, all heaven rejoiced.   
(ii)  Angels were sent to share the good news with the shepherds.   
(iii)  But this news wasn’t just for them:  it was also for us, for everyone who 

believes.   
(iv)  A Savior was born, who is Christ the Lord.   
(v)  This is the fulfillment of God’s promise:  in this we are to rejoice.   

 
2.  This is what we’ll want to think about this morning and this evening.   

a.  This morning, that we should rejoice over this child who was born a Savior.   
b.  This evening, that we should rejoice over this child who was born a King.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider why we need a Savior.   
1.  What’s the problem?   

a.  Man is basically good, isn’t he?   
b.  God will accept us if our good deeds outweigh our bad, won’t He?   
c.  After all, only really bad people go to hell; and there aren’t too many of those 

around.   
 

2.  The Bible says this isn’t the case.   
a.  It says, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).   
b.  It says the wages of sin is death (6:23), not just physical death, but eternal 

death in hell.   
(i)  That’s what our sins deserve.   
(ii)  They may not seem that big to us, but they are to God.   
(iii)  He is infinitely holy:  any sin against Him is an infinitely serious sin.   
(iv)  That’s why hell exists:  we could never pay the price, so our suffering 

must go on forever.   
(v)  So many say there is no hell.  But the Bible says there is, “And if anyone's 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire” (Rev. 20:15).   

 
c.  The Bible also says that there is nothing we can do to change our situation.   

(i)  Those who are in the flesh, who love sin – which is the way we come into 
the world (Ps. 51) – cannot please God (Rom. 8:7).   
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(ii)  There is none who does good; there is none who seeks for God (3:11-12).   
 
d.  If we had been left to ourselves, we would all have perished in hell.   
 

3.  We needed a Savior.   
a.  Someone who could pay our debt to justice:  for all our sins.   
b.  Someone who could obey God’s commandments perfectly.   
c.  Someone who could do these things not just for one person, but for many.   
d.  Someone who could change our hearts and make us willing to come to Him.   
 

B.  God provided a Savior for us in Jesus Christ, which is what we are to rejoice in.   
1.  A savior is one who saves.   

a.  If you’re drowning, a savior is the one who rescues you.   
b.  If you’re falling, the one who catches you.   
c.  If you’re on your way to hell, the One who delivers you.   
d.  This is what Jesus does for those who trust Him:  He save them.   
 

2.  How did He do it?   
a.  First, He had to become one of us, but without sin.   

(i)  He did this by being born of a virgin.   
(ii)  We read how Mary was engaged to Joseph, not married to him.   
(iii)  They had not yet come together.   
(iv)  The Spirit of God had conceived Jesus in her womb (Luke 1:35).   
(v)  So when He was born, she was still a virgin.   
(vi)  He came into the world this way, so that He would not be a sinner.   
 

b.  Once He came, He obeyed God perfectly.   
(i)  To go to heaven, a person has to be perfect, to have obeyed flawlessly.   
(ii)  Jesus was perfect.   

(a)  He only did the things that pleased His Father (John 8:29).   
(b)  He never sinned (8:46).   
(c)  That is why He is called the spotless Lamb of God (1 Pet. 1:19).   

 
c.  But He also had to die on the cross.   

(i)  More was needed than obedience.   
(ii)  There were sins that needed to be dealt with.   
(iii)  His people had sinned, offended God, were under the sentence of death.   
(iv)  Someone had to pay their debt to God’s justice.   
(v)  Jesus did this.   

(a)  The Bible says that when He was on the cross, the Father laid the sins 
of His people on Him.   

(b)  When Jesus suffered, when He died, He didn’t do so for Himself, for 
His sin – He was perfect – but for the sins of His people:  “He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).   

(c)  He suffered His Father’s wrath – hell – on the cross.   
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(d)  But He did it to save those who would trust in Him.   
 
C.  Jesus is God’s Savior from sin.   

1.  He is everything we need.   
a.  We need to be perfect to get into heaven:  Jesus is perfect.   
b.  We need to have our sins paid for:  Jesus paid for sins.   
c.  We need to have our hearts changed:  He is able to do this through His Spirit.   
d.  He can provide us with everything we need to get into heaven.   
e.  He is the Savior God provided.   

 
2.  He is the only One who has everything we need.   

a.  God didn’t provide more than one way.   
(i)  Some say there are many ways to God, many ways to heaven.   
(ii)  The Bible says there is only one:  Jesus.   
(iii)  “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 

through Me” (John 14:6).   
 

b.  Jesus is the only way.  He is the narrow road.   
c.  All other paths lead to hell.   
d.  Jesus is the Savior from sin.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  But let’s not forget that knowing these things is only part of salvation.   
1.  The Bible tells us everything we need to know to be saved.   

a.  This is the reason God gave it to us.   
b.  This is the reason He preserved it throughout all these years.   
 

2.  But knowing the truth about these things isn’t enough.   
a.  There are people in hell right now who know them, but they aren’t saved.   
b.  James tells us that the demons know these things, but they’re not saved (James 

2:19).   
c.  Why not?   

 
B.  Because the Bible also says we must actually trust in Jesus.   

1.  Not just know, not just believe these things are true, but actually trust.   
a.  Trusting is looking to Jesus, relying on Him to save us.   
b.  It is believing that His obedience and His death are enough.   
c.  It is resting our whole case on Him for our acceptance with God.   
d.  If we do, Jesus will be our Savior:  God will save us.   
 

2.  The Bible also says that if we actually trust Him, it will make a difference in the 
way we live.   
a.  The ability to trust in Jesus comes from the Spirit of God.   
b.  The Bible says we must be born again, before we can see the kingdom of 

heaven, not to mention entering it (John 3:3-5).   
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c.  The same Spirit who conceived the human nature in the womb of the virgin 
Mary must conceive new life in us.   

d.  When He does this, it gives us the ability to trust in Jesus – we really can’t 
otherwise.   

e.  But it also gives us the desire to obey God.   
f.  The whole purpose of salvation is to get us to stop going the wrong direction 

and to begin going the right direction:  to reverse the sin of Adam.   
g.  Obedience is what glorifies God.   
 

C.  And so examine your heart:   
1.  Do you know who Jesus is?  That’s good.   
2.  Do you believe what the Bible says about Him is true?  You do well, the demons 

also believe and they tremble (James 2:19).   
3.  Are you trusting in Him to save you?  That is the question.  
4.  Does your life show it is through your love and obedience?  This shows you 

really are trusting Him.   
a.  If you are, thank the Lord, because this Savior who was born so many years 

ago has saved you.   
(i)  The angels said this is good news of a great joy.   
(ii)  What could bring greater joy than knowing your sins are forgiven, that 

you’re not going to hell, but to heaven?   
 

b.  But if your life shows you are not His, call on Him now to save you:  repent of 
your sins, and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.   

c.  He is the only Savior, the only One who can save you.  Amen.   


