
 

“Christ, the Precious Corner Stone”   
(1 Peter 2:4-10) 

 
 

 
Introduction:  The Lord has given to us in the Scriptures several analogies, or pictures, of what 
His kingdom is like.  Sometimes the kingdom is pictured as an olive tree, with its members like 
so many branches that are added to or broken off, according to whether or not they believe or 
disbelieve.  Sometimes it is pictured as a kingdom which is under attack, with many violent men 
taking it by force, pressing with all their might to get into it.  There are pictures used which are 
of living things, such as the relationship of the branches to a vine, a wife to a husband, or the 
parts of a body to its head.  There are also pictures used which are of things not alive, like a 
treasure which is hidden in a field, or a pearl of such value that a man would sell all that he had 
to possess it.  Christ’s spiritual kingdom, of which the church is the visible expression, has many 
facets, and so it requires many pictures to explain it.   
 Peter says here that Christ’s church is like a Temple, a spiritual house.  A Temple is 
made up of many stones which are joined together in unity to make one large building that is 
suitable for the purpose of spiritual worship.  Peter says that you, who are Christ’s, are like the 
stones which make up a Temple.  In your case, however, you are not lifeless stones made of 
granite or some other rock.  You are living stones, made alive through Christ, by coming to 
Him, who is the living stone.  Christ is not merely a stone as we are, Peter says that He is the 
corner stone.  The corner stone is either a very large and strong stone which, being placed in the 
foundation, holds together several walls of the building; or it is the last stone in the construction 
of an arch or at the corner of a building.  What Peter tells us is that we as living stones are built 
up into a living house with Christ as our foundation and head.  We are a house which is held 
together in the bond of unity through Jesus Christ, a house in which the Lord dwells and in 
which the true sacrifices of God are not only offered, but also accepted for Christ’s sake.  Paul 
said to the Athenians on Mars Hill, “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He 
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands” (Acts 17:24).  Rather 
he says, “For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I WILL DWELL IN THEM 
AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY 
PEOPLE’” (2 Cor. 6:16).   
 Peter tells us this morning,  
 
 Christ is the precious corner stone, and we are the stones which, being built upon Him, 
make up the true Temple of God.   
 
I.  First, Peter Tells Us that Christ Is “The Stone Which the Builders Rejected,” But 

Which “Became the Very Corner Stone.”   
A.  He says in verse one that Christ Was “Rejected by Men.”   

1.  Christ was sent to be the key stone in the building of God.   
a.  Without this stone, there would be no building.   
b.  Apart from the perfect obedience of Christ according to the Law, and His atoning 

sacrifice for sinners, there would be no Temple, no body, no hope of salvation.  He 
is the sine qua non, that without which there would be no eternal life and no hope of 
blessedness from God.   
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c.  His coming and His work were even fully revealed to the people of God in advance.  
They might not have seen what the Lord meant clearly in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament, but when it came to pass they saw first hand what the Lord had planned 
for their redemption.   

 
2.  But they did not believe.  The leaders of the people rejected Him.   

a.  This did not come as a surprise to Jesus.  He knew of their hardness of heart.  He 
knew that God’s judgment was upon them for their continued hardness of heart and 
stiffness of neck under the Lord’s reproofs.  They would not submit to the Lord’s 
purposes for them.  Therefore, Jesus spoke to them in parables, to fulfill what was 
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, “YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL 
NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT 
PERCEIVE;  FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND 
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED 
THEIR EYES LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR 
WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND 
RETURN, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM” (Matt. 13:14-15).   

b.  It was not that they were blind to what was going on around them.  They could see, 
they could hear, they could read the Scriptures and compare.  But their hearts were 
closed to Christ.  They could not see His beauty.  They did not desire Him.  But 
they rejected Him, because their hearts were evil.   

c.  But Jesus predicted that they would.  He said in Luke 9:22, “The Son of Man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised up on the third day.”   

d.  When Peter and John were arrested and were made to stand before the Jewish 
leaders, Peter said, “He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE 
BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone” (Acts 4:11).   

e.  Those who were called of God to be the builders of the Kingdom, who were to 
recognize the Christ as the most precious part of it, were the ones who rejected Him, 
the One without which there would not even be a building.  The word used here in 
the Greek means to reject after testing.  They had tested Him, and found Him 
wanting.   

f.  And in their rejection, they even put the most blessed One, God’s only Son, to death, 
even the death of the cross, not realizing that in so doing, they were being used of 
God to elevate Christ to the very place of prominence which they tried to deny Him.   

 
B.  Peter Says that He Was Rejected of Men, He Was Rejected by the Builders, But He Was 

Not Rejected by God.   
1.  In verse 4, we read, He was “rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of 

God.”   
a.  In God’s sight, though it looked as though on the cross that He had rejected Him, 

Christ was doing what God had ordained Him to do.   
b.  He was the One chosen by God to undergo this humiliation.  He was elect before 

the foundation of the world to be the Father’s champion, who would destroy the 
work of the devil.  He was chosen to be the Father’s agent of redemption and to 
bring the people of God safely to heaven.   
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c.  And although He was dishonored through the treatment that He received at the 
hands of men, yet He was honored and precious in the eyes of the Father, who said 
of Christ, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17).   

 
2.  This stone which the builders rejected was made by God to be the very corner stone.   

a.  Christ was lifted up and exalted and given the name which is above every name.   
b.  He was made to be the Head of the Church, the Head of God’s Kingdom, and the 

Head and Ruler over all His Creation.   
c.  This is not to say that as God He did not already have all these honors.  But we 

must remember that when we are talking about the exaltation of Christ, the One who 
is both God and man, forever united together in One person.   

d.  He is the “stone which the builders rejected, but which became the very corner.   
 
II.  Second, Peter Tells Us that Those Who Reject This Precious Stone, Will Themselves 

Be Cast Away as Worthless.    
A.  Peter Writes, “But for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this 

became the very corner stone,’ and, ‘a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.”   
1.  To God, Christ is precious.  But not to unbelieving man. To him, Christ is a stone of 

stumbling.  He is a rock which offends him.   
2.  The Pharisees and the Scribes, who sought the favor of God through their own works 

of righteousness, stumbled over Christ.  They stumbled because they thought they 
could do it on their own.  They did not think that they needed Him.   

3.  Paul writes in Romans 9:30-33, “What shall we say then?  That Gentiles, who did not 
pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; 
but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  Why?  Because 
they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works.  They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone, just as it is written, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF 
STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM 
WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”   

4.  They stumbled over Christ because they did not understand the wickedness of their 
own hearts and their utter inability to please God through their own righteousness.  
They did not realize that their own works are as filthy rags in His sight and a stench in 
His nostrils.   

 
B.  Peter Further Writes, “For they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to 

this doom they were also appointed,” or more literally, “Who, refusing to believe, take 
offense at the word, unto which also they were appointed.”   
1.  They refused to believe.   

a.  This is the most severe form of disobedience against the Gospel.   
b.  In Acts 14:2, we read, “But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the 

Gentiles, and embittered them against the brethren.”   
c.  The Jews of Iconium were so hard-hearted against the truth, that they not only 

refused to accept it themselves, but were also bent on turning others away from it.   
 

2.  They “take offense at the word.”   
a.  They are angry with it.  It reveals their own inadequacy.  It outrages them.   
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b.  And so they reject it of their own “free-will.”   
 

3.  “And to this doom they were also appointed.”   
a.  God ordained that He would leave them to themselves.  He would allow them to 

continue to reject His word, and to refuse to come to Christ.   
b.  God does not need to put evil into the hearts of men to achieve this result.  If He 

leaves them to themselves, that is enough.   
c.  If God passes over a man with His grace and mercy, that man will forever harden 

his heart against Him.   
d.  But praise be to God that He does not leave every man to his own sin.   

 
III.  Peter Tells Us Lastly that Those Who Embrace Christ Will Be Added to This Living 

Temple to Offer His Sacrifices Forever.   
A.  He Writes, “He who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.”   

1.  It is the one who believes that receives the blessing.   
a.  Peter does not refer here to a one time profession of faith.   
b.  Nor is he speaking of a lifetime of lip-service.   
c.  He is speaking of one who rests in Christ entirely for his salvation.   
d.  It is the one who casts aside all of his own “good works” and looks away entirely 

from himself to Christ, that is blessed.   
 

2.  And Peter says that such a one shall by no means be disappointed.   
a.  This is the strongest way in the Greek to express that something cannot be.   
b.  We would use the word “never.”  The man who trust in the Lord will never be 

disappointed.   
 

B.  Why Will They Never Be Disappointed?   
1.  First, because those who trust in the Lord are transformed from being “not a people,” 

to being “the people of God.”   
a.  Peter writes, “For you were once not a people, but now you are the people of God.”   
b.  You were once alienated from God, strangers to the covenants of promise, without 

hope in this world.   
c.  You were the people of the devil.  You were going to share the same destiny as he 

in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone.   
d.  But in Christ, you become the people of God; you are adopted into His family and 

become His children.   
 
2.  You who had not received mercy, received the mercy of God.   

a.  Outside of Christ, there is only the wrath of God.  All of His mercy and all of His 
grace is only in Christ.  That is the ONLY place it is found.   

b.  In that time when you had not received mercy, God had mercy on you, if you are 
believing in Christ this morning.  He put an end to your miserable condition by 
interposing with His grace.   

c.  In your rebellion and hardness of heart, He sent forth His Spirit, who breathed the 
breath of life into your soul, and you became a spiritually alive being.   

d.  That is why you did not harden your heart against the Lord, but trusted in Him.   
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3.  And now in Christ, you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for God’s own possession.”   
a.  You were chosen from before the foundation of the world to be Christ’s.   
b.  You were chosen that you might be a royal priesthood in the service of the King, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices.   
c.  Not all men hold the office of elder or overseer in Christ’s church.  But all of you 

who are Christ’s are His priests.  All of you are called to offer up to Him, not only 
the sacrifice of praise, but also the sacrifice of a life lived wholly and completely for 
Him, sacrifices which, Peter says, will be made acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.   

d.  You are a holy nation, a nation set apart from the world, for the Lord’s good 
purposes.   

e.  You are a people for possession, God’s possession.  You are His peculiar people.  
There can be no greater honor on earth than to be wrested out of the hands of the 
devil to become God’s peculiar and precious treasure, a treasure, by the way, which 
He has given to His Son as a reward for His work.   

 
4.  And the purpose behind the Lord’s rich blessings are “that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”  
a.  What are these excellencies?  Do you really need to ask?   
b.  If you have experienced the grace of God and His mercy and love, then you know 

what they are.  You know what they are by experience.   
c.  God calls you to tell of His rich grace and mercy to others.  He calls you to spread 

it around, to tell of it everywhere.   
d.  A man who was sentenced to death, and who received a full pardon, will certainly 

tell others what was done on his behalf, if he is truly thankful.   
e.  Jesus told the Gerasene demoniac when he wanted to follow Him, “’Go home to 

your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and  
how He had mercy on you.’  And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis 
what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone marveled” (Mark 5:19-20).   

f.  Christ wants everyone of you who have received His mercy to go and do likewise.   
 

5.  In closing, I would ask you this morning, “What do you think of Christ?”   
a.  Is He precious in your eyes, as He is in the eyes of His Father?  Have you trusted in 

Him and come to Him as to a living stone?  Are you a part of His spiritual Temple, 
and have you offered up not only your praise and prayers to Him, but also your very 
life?   

b.  If so then you will never be disappointed.  When you stand up for Christ in this life, 
you will not be put to shame.  When you stand before Him on the day of Judgment, 
you will be received into the everlasting dwellings.   

c.  Or have you stumbled over Him?  You don’t really see your need of Christ; you 
think that you can do it all on your own?   

d.  Jesus said to those Jews who trusted in their own righteousness, “What then is this 
that is written, 'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS 
BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone'?  Everyone who falls on that stone will be 
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broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.”  (Luke 
20:17-18).   

e.  If you stumble over Christ now, you will be broken to pieces.  But if you do not 
repent of your unbelief, there is coming a day when the Lord will fall on you in 
judgment and grind you into powder and scatter you like dust.   

f.  The judgment of the Lord is sure, more sure than the rising of the sun each day.  
Why will you die?  Why will you perish forever when there is life to be gained?  
Why not rather accept His offer of mercy, while the day of His mercy is still today?  
Why not rather lay down your self-sufficiency and your hatred, and embrace the Son 
of righteousness?  Christ bids you to come.  He commands you to come.  Do not 
refuse Him.  Come to Him and receive His mercy.  Amen.   


