
“Christ, Our Prophet” 
(Acts 3:22) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  We saw that by breaking the Covenant of Works, Adam brought separation 
from God, misery, death and damnation on all men.   

2.  But we also saw that the Lord did not allow everyone to perish in the Covenant 
of Works.   
a.  He had purposed to send a Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
b.  Jesus, the eternal Son of God, became fully man, without ceasing to be God, 

and He will be both God and man forever.   
c.  He came to become the guarantee those who believe in Him would never die, 

but have everlasting life.   
 

B.  But what is that work He came to do?   
1.  It can be divided into three categories:   

a.  That of a prophet.   
b.  That of a priest.   
c.  That of a king.   
 

2.  What did He do in each?   
a.  As a prophet, He preached God’s Word to His people, and continues to do so 

today to us, that we might know the will of God for our salvation.   
b.  As a priest, He sacrificed Himself once for all on the cross to reconcile us to 

God, and now continually makes intercession for us in heaven.   
c.  And as a king, He subdued His people to Himself and their enemy, the devil, 

in His time, and even now continues to subdue us and others, and our 
enemies.   

 
3.  This evening, we will want to consider the prophetic aspect of His redemptive 

work:  Jesus came and preached the Gospel, and continues to do so today to 
gather His people together to Himself.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus came as a prophet.   
1.  The Lord told His people in the OT that He would send a prophet like Moses.   

a.  Our text tells us, “Moses said, ‘The Lord God shall raise up for you a prophet 
like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed in everything He says 
to you’” (Acts 3:22).   

b.  In the larger context, this was referring to the prophets who would declare 
God’s will once Moses was dead.   

c.  Moses, as a type of Christ, functioned as a prophet, priest and king.   
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d.  But once he was gone, the three functions would be performed by three 
classes of men:  God would raise up prophets, a priesthood in Aaron (which 
He did in Moses’ time), and kings (which started with the Judges, but 
continued through Saul, and then David).   

e.  But again, this passage was pointing to Christ.   
f.  Christ was coming, and the people who would be there at His coming were to 

be ready to listen to Him.   
 

2.  When Jesus came, He declared His Father and His Father’s will.    
a.  John writes, “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who 

is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18).   
b.  He explained His Father by His life – He is the express image of the Father 

(Heb. 1:3) – and His Words.   
c.  He also came to reveal His Father’s will.  Jesus said, “No longer do I call you 

slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made 
known to you” (John 15:15).   

d.  That’s what a prophet does:  he declares what God has sent Him to declare.   
(i)  The prophet is like a lawyer, who is sent by the one he represents to point 

out either the good things, or most usually, the bad that those in covenant 
with him have done.   

(ii)  Jesus was sent, not to declare judgment, as is often the case, at least, not 
at first.   

(iii)  He came to declare the Gospel.   
(iv)  John the Baptist prepared His way by preaching, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2).   
(v)  And then He came preaching the same message:  “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17).   
(vi)  The kingdom was there in the presence of the King, and Christ, in His 

prophetic role was calling on all men to repent for the forgiveness of their 
sins.  He was preaching the Gospel.   

(vii)  But after the people began to reject Him, it wasn’t long before His 
message turned to that of judgment (Matt. 24-25).   

 
3.  But, so that people would know He was from God, He performed the signs of a 

prophet.   
a.  That’s why John pointed to the miracles of Jesus in His Gospel.  He writes, 

“Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
you may have life in His name” (John 20:30-31).   

b.  God was at work with Jesus, giving Him the power to perform signs and 
wonders, so that those He preached to would know that He was sent from 
God.   

 
B.  But Jesus continued to preach after He was crucified and exalted.   
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1.  He preached by His Word and Spirit to His prophets and apostles.   
a.  He actually preached before He came into this world, by His Spirit, through 

His servants.   
(i)  He preached through the prophets.  Peter writes, “As to this salvation, the 

prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made 
careful search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit 
of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been 
announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look” (1 
Pet. 1:10-12).   

(ii)  Through His Spirit, Christ preached even to those in Noah’s day, through 
Noah.  This is what Peter means, where he writes, “For Christ also died 
for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 
who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the 
days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were brought safely through the water” (1 Pet. 3:18-20).   

(iii)  Christ preached by His Spirit through Noah to warn those in Noah’s day 
to repent and turn to God.   

 
b.  Christ preached when He was here, as we’ve already seen.   
c.  And He continued to preach after He left.   

(i)  He preached through the apostle Paul to the Corinthians, “I have 
previously said when present the second time, and though now absent I 
say in advance to those who have sinned in the past and to all the rest as 
well, that if I come again, I will not spare anyone, since you are seeking 
for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who is not weak toward you, 
but mighty in you” (2 Cor. 13:2-3).   

(ii)  He preached through Paul to the Ephesians.  Paul writes, “And He came 
and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who 
were near” (Eph. 2:17).  Christ didn’t preach to the Gentiles during His 
lifetime.  He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  But He 
did preach to them through the Gospel, spoken by the apostles.   

(iii)  Paul also wrote, “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you 
have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus” 
(Eph. 4:20-21).   

(iv)  Christ continued to preach to His people through His apostles and 
prophets.   

 
2.  And, He continues to preach today.   

a.  He preaches through His Word as it is read – in private, in public.   
b.  He preaches through His ministers – He appointed them to publicly expound 

and apply, not their word, but His.   
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c.  He preaches to others through each of us as we share His Word with others.   
d.  Christ continues His prophetic office whenever His Word is communicated.   

 
III.  Application.   

A.  We need to remember why He came to preach.   
1.  He came to reveal His Father, His will for our lives and His salvation.   
2.  He has the same purpose today.   

a.  God has determined to glorify His Son, because His Son has glorified Him.   
b.  As Christ works as a prophet through His sermon – the Bible, for all of it was 

written by His Spirit – He wills to glorify the Father by revealing Him, by 
revealing His will for our lives, and by revealing His Gospel, by which He 
will gather His sheep into His fold, the sheep He laid down His life for.   

c.  And so we should do what we can to allow Christ the full exercise of His 
ministry by:   
(i)  Telling others about Christ.   
(ii)  Distributing His Word.   
(iii)  Bringing others to hear the Gospel proclaimed.   
(iv)  Praying that He would raise up and prosper all He has raised up to 

proclaim His Gospel.   
(v)  Giving that more may be sent to labor in the harvest.   

 
B.  At the same time we need to remember that He is the only way of salvation and of 

what will happen to people if they won’t listen.   
1.  Peter preached to the Jews who saw the lame man healed, “And it shall be that 

every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among 
the people” (Acts 3:23).   

2.  Those who didn’t listen to Christ, as He warned them through Noah, were all 
drowned in the flood.  Only eight souls were saved (1 Pet. 3:20).   

3.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “See to it that you do not refuse Him who is 
speaking.  For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them 
on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away from Him who warns from 
heaven” (Heb. 12:25).   

4.  They are destroyed because of their sins.   
a.  The Gospel is their only hope to escape judgment.   
b.  If they don’t listen to Christ, they will suffer God’s wrath.   
c.  And of course, if they hear Christ, but still turn away, their judgment will be 

worse.   
d.  Since they will suffer anyway, and since Christ has commanded us to tell all 

men, we cannot refuse to tell them because of this.   
e.  And so let’s make sure that we are listening to Christ.   
f.  And let’s do what we can to bring His Word to others.  Amen.    


