
 

“Christ Is Superior to the Angels” 
(Hebrews 1:5-14) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week, the author to the Hebrews introduced us to the main theme of 
his sermon to these Jewish believers who were being tempted to fall back into Judaism.  
That theme of course is the theme of all the Scriptures:  the glorious redemption which 
the Lord has accomplished for His people through the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you will 
recall from last week, the author is seeking to convince his readers, through many 
infallible proofs, that Jesus is superior in every way to the Old Covenant economy by as 
much as the reality is superior to the pictures.  All of the Old Covenant mediators and 
institutions, as well as the land of Canaan, were all types which prefigured the Messiah 
who was to come.  But now that the reality had arrived, what need was there to return to 
the shadows.  Indeed, he argues, to do so is to fall away from Christ and from salvation, 
once and for all.  He urges them therefore to press forward to Christ by faith and not to 
slide back to those things which cannot save them.  There may be persecution by the 
Romans, to be sure.  But far better to have the Romans as your enemies than God.  This is 
the same message which this book holds out to us in our present day and age as well, that 
we should not depart from Christ for any reason, but press ever forward to the end of the 
race that we might enter into His glorious kingdom!   
 Last week, Christ was introduced to us as the final and greatest revelation of God.  
That word which He brings is superior to the Old Covenant prophets, because He is the 
One who is God Himself, in human flesh.  This was the author’s first point.  In our text 
this morning, he gives us a series of comparisons between Christ and the angels to show 
His superiority over them.  The reason he does this is because the angels also had a 
revelation from God to the people.  The Law was given through the agency of the angels.   
When Stephen, the first martyr for Christ, indicted the Jews for their hard-heartedness, he 
also pointed out this fact.  He said, “Which one of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute?  And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the 
Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received 
the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it” (Acts 7:52-53).  The Jews 
recognized that the Law was given through the angels.  If this caused them to listen to it, 
how much more should they listen to the One who is greater than the angels.  This is 
what the author sets out to prove, and what he shows us is that,  
 
 Christ is the eternal Son of God, but the angels are created servants.   
 
 
I.  He first sets out to show that Christ is the only begotten Son of God, while the 

angels, though they are called sons elsewhere, are not sons in this special sense.  
“For to which of the angels did He ever say, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have 
begotten Thee’?  And again, ‘I will be a Father to Him and He shall be a Son to 
Me’”?   
A.  There are several senses in which Christ is called the “Son of God.”   

1.  He is called the Son of God by virtue of His eternal begottenness.   
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a.  We saw this briefly last week where the author of the Hebrews says of the 
Son, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 
nature.”   

b.  This is what is meant in the Nicene Creed where it says that Christ is “The 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father.”   

c.  The second person of the God-head is distinguished from the other persons 
by the fact that He is eternally begotten.  The Father is not begotten.  The 
Spirit is not begotten.  But the Son is.  This does not mean that He was 
created.  What it means is that from all eternity He has been brought forth by 
the Father.  This is a very great mystery.   

d.  And of course that One who is brought forth is called the Son of God because 
He shares the same nature with His Father.  He is not the same person, but He 
has the same nature.   

 
2.  He is called the Son of God by virtue of His birth into the world as the son of 

Mary.   
a.  In Luke 1:35, the angel Gabriel says to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that 
reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of God.”   

b.  Jesus is called the only-begotten Son of God in this sense as well, that He, as 
to His human nature, has God for His Father.  He has no earthly Father.  This 
again emphasizes the fact that He is God as to His divine nature.   

 
3.  He is called the Son of God as a title indicating His mission as the Messiah of 

God.   
a.  It was predicted that the Messiah would be the Son of the Covenant Lord of 

Israel, the Son of Yahweh.   
b.  In Psalm 89, the psalmist wrote of David, who was a type of the Messiah, 

“He will cry to Me, ‘Thou art my Father, My God, and the rock of my 
salvation.’  I also shall make him My first-born, the highest of the kings of the 
earth” (vv. 26-27).   

c.  This first quote in Hebrews is taken from Psalm 2, which says, “I will surely 
tell of the decree of the LORD:  He said to Me, 'Thou art My Son, today I 
have begotten Thee” (2:7).  This clearly refers to Messiah.   

d.  The second quote, is taken from 2 Samuel 7:14, which deals with the 
covenant which the Lord swore to David, that he would set his offspring on 
his throne, “I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me.”  Though it 
had immediate reference to Solomon, the inspired author to the Hebrews 
shows us that it also refers to Messiah.   

e.  And lastly, the idea that Messiah was to be God’s Son was clearly in the 
mind of the high priest.  When he addressed Jesus at His trial, he said, “I 
adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the 
Son of God” (Matt. 26:63).  Notice that the high priest used the word 
“Christ”, which is the Greek work for the Hebrew “Messiah”, and the title 
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“Son of God” synonymously.  Jesus told him that He was.  To this the high 
priest tore his robes and answered, “He has blasphemed!  What further need 
do we have of witnesses?” (v. 65).   

f.  For a man to say that He is the Son of God in the minds of the Jews was 
blasphemy.  They apparently did not understand the fact that the Messiah 
must be the Son of Man as well as the Son of God.   

  
4.  But lastly, Jesus is also called the Son of God by virtue of His resurrection from 

the dead.   
a.  This is clearly shown us in Paul’s statement in Romans 1:4, where he says of 

Christ that He “was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.”   

b.  It was at the resurrection that God publicly displayed that He owned Christ to 
be His Son and vindicated Him once and for all.   

c.  This is how Paul applied the passage as he preached to the Jews at Pisidian 
Antioch, “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the 
fathers, that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up 
Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘Thou art My Son; today I 
have begotten Thee’” (Acts 13:32-33).   

 
5.  In which of these senses He is called the Son of God by the author to the 

Hebrews is not clear.  But since all of them are tied to the fact that Christ is the 
eternal Son of God who is the perfect image of the invisible God, and to whom 
has been entrusted the rule and dominion over all, we should see all of these as 
those elements which make Christ superior to the angels.   

 
B.  The angels are sometimes called “the sons of God” in Scripture, but not in the 

same sense as Christ.   
1.  God sometimes calls His rational creatures (i.e. men and angels) sons of God.   

a.  This title was used of that group of men who in Genesis 6:1-4, came and took 
wives from the daughters of men and had children who were men of renown.  
This refers, not to the angels taking humans as wives, but to the godly line of 
Seth taking wives for themselves outside of their line.   

b.  It was used of the angels, where we are told in Job, “Now there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them” (Job 1:6).   

c.  It was used of those who sought to bring peace among men, rather than war.  
In Matthew 5:9, we read, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God.”   

d.  It is used of those who will participate in the resurrection of the righteous.  
Jesus says of them, “for neither can they die anymore, for they are like 
angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection” (Luke 20:36; cf. 
Rom. 8:19).   

e.  It is used of those who are led by God’s Spirit.  Paul writes, “For all who are 
being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).   

f.  And it is used of Adam himself as he came from the hand of God.  At the end 



4 

 

of Luke’s genealogy of Jesus, he says, Jesus is “the son of Enosh, the son of 
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God” (3:38).   

 
2.  What is it that all of these have in common?   

a.  They all in some measure reflect God’s image.   
b.  The demons and fallen men reflect it, but only in the natural sense.  They are 

spiritual, rational, moral, and immortal beings.   
c.  But the holy angels and redeemed men share it in another sense as well.  

Besides these natural abilities, they share in God’s holiness, His moral image.   
d.  The more anyone is like God, including you and I, the more the title “sons of 

God” is fitting for us.   
e.  But realize that no one will never reflect it as perfectly and as intensely as the 

Son of God Himself, for He is God in human flesh and the perfect revelation 
of God’s nature.   

f.  And so Christ is the only unique Son of God in this sense.  And for that 
reason, He is superior to the angels.   

 
II.  Second, Christ is a person of transcendent glory and majesty whom the angels 

are to worship.  “And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He 
says, ‘And let all the angels of God worship Him’” (v. 6).   
A.  Now this certainly should remind you of one important event in the Bible, namely, 

the nativity.   
1.  This was the reason for the Christmas songs this morning.   
2.  When God brought Christ, His first-born Son, in both the eternal and temporal 

sense, into the world, He commanded the angels of God to worship Him.   
a.  Remember that the angel came and announced the birth of Christ to the 

shepherds in the fields.  And Luke tells us that after he had done so, 
“Suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom He is pleased’” (2:13-14).   

b.  Here, we are told that they were worshiping God, but the author to the 
Hebrews tells us that God also commanded them to worship His Son.   

c.  And this is apparently the same thing, for Christ is God in human flesh.   
 

B.  But which of the angels have ever been the objects of worship?   
1.  None of the angelic host, although one did try to make himself an object of 

worship, and for this great act of treachery, he was thrown out of heaven with 
his angels who followed him.   
a.  This, of course, was the devil and his angels.   
b.  Satan’s heart was puffed up with pride, and he desired to exalt his will above 

that of the Lord’s.   
c.  Edwards speculated that the cause of this rebellion among the heavenly hosts 

was brought about by the announcement of the purpose of the angels in 
serving man.  They did not want to serve those who were so below them in 
power and might.  Satan’s pride was his undoing.   
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2.  But there were those who stayed faithful to God and to His purpose through His 
Son, and so were established in their holiness forever.   
a.  These angels would not and will not receive worship, for they recognize that 

worship is reserved for that Being alone who is worthy of worship, for God 
Himself.   

b.  When John had seen all of the wonderful things which an angel of the Lord 
had shown him, which things he also recorded in the book of Revelation, he 
“fell down at the feet of the angel who showed” him “these things.”  But the 
angel said, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your 
brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book; worship 
God” (Rev. 22:8-9).   

c.  Angels do not receive worship, they only give it to God.  Christ receives 
worship because He is God.  Christ is superior to the angels.   

 
III.  Third, Christ is the eternal Creator of all things, while the angels are created 

spirits (vv. 10-12).  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of 
Thy hands; they will perish, but Thou remainest; and they all will become old as 
a garment, and as a mantle Thou wilt roll them up; as a garment they will also be 
changed.  But Thou art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end” (vv. 10-
12).   
A.  Here, the author to the Hebrews quotes from Psalm 102:25-27, to reveal more 

about who this Christ is.   
1.  He applies the covenant title of “Lord” to Christ.  This is nothing other than the 

covenant name of the God of Israel.  Yahweh does apply to each of the three 
persons of the Godhead.   

2.  He says that this first-born Son of God is that Being who was in the beginning, 
and who created all things, both the earth and the heavens.  This also shows us 
that He is God.   

3.  He furthermore says that while these things which He made will all perish with 
the years, although they will eventually wear out and be rolled up and changed 
like a garment of clothing, with the coming of the new heavens and the new 
earth, yet the Son will never grow old or perish.   
a.  Remember, this present heavens and earth were created only as the theater of 

redemption, as the place where the Lord would glorify His name through the 
revelation of all His attributes by saving His elect and by condemning the 
reprobate.   

b.  Once this purpose is completed, then God will cause the universe to be 
destroyed with fervent heat and bring will forth the new heavens and the new 
earth.   

c.  But the Son of God is not subject to such change.  He is the One who is the 
same yesterday, today and tomorrow, for He doesn’t change.  He, in other 
words, is immutable.  His human nature may change, as it did on earth, for it 
will always be limited.  But His divine nature will never change.   

 
2.  The angels, on the other hand, are not creators, nor are they unchangeable.   
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a.  Angels cannot create or ultimately destroy anything.  They cannot bring 
something into existence, or cause it to go out of existence.   

b.  Certainly they have great power and can do whatever the Lord sends them 
forth to do.   

c.  But they cannot do any of those things which are particular to God.  They 
cannot do any of the things which set God apart from all of His creatures.   

d.  They also do not share in God’s immutability.  Angels, as men, are always 
changing.  This does not mean, however, that the elect angels could ever fall, 
for they have been rendered unfallable by God, as the glorified saints will be 
in heaven.  But they will always be learning and maturing, as also the saints 
will, throughout all eternity.   

 
IV.  Lastly, Christ is the sovereign Ruler of the universe, while the angels are His 

ministers.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “And of the angels He says, ‘Who 
makes his angels winds and His ministers a flame of fire.’  But of the Son He says, 
‘Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter 
of Thy kingdom.  Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore, 
God, Thy God hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy 
companions’ . . .  But to which of the angels has He ever said, ‘Sit at My right 
hand, until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet’?  Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will 
inherit salvation (vv. 7-9, 13-14)?”   
A.  Christ is the One to whom God has entrusted the rule of the world.  And really 

only a God-man could do such a thing.   
1.  The only One who could possibly govern all of the countless numbers of 

processes going on in the world is a God-man.  A mere man could not do it.   
2.  And so we should not be surprised that the author to the Hebrews here calls 

Christ “God.”   
a.  To those Jehovah’s Witnesses who will not accept the implications of the 

offices and the glory of Christ, here is a clear passage which tells us plainly 
that Christ is God.  He is not an angel, as they suppose.  For those of you who 
are aware of their argument in John 1:1, the definite article is used here with 
the word God.  If anyone continues to deny Christ’s deity, he clearly believes 
in a false god and is lost.   

b.  Can anything be plainer than the fact that the author to the Hebrews 
conceived of Christ as a divine Being?  He not only uses the Covenant name 
of Yahweh for Christ, but also addresses Him as “God” twice in this passage.   

 
2.  But Christ here is also seen as the eternal ruler and sovereign over all of God’s 

dominion.  “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.”  It is everlasting.   
3.  Christ is the righteous ruler, who loves righteousness and hates lawlessness.   

a.  He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness so much, that He did more than 
any other to insure in His righteous reign that it would be upheld.   

b.  He came to earth in our nature to fulfill the works of the Law, and He died on 
the cross to atone for the sins of His people, that He might remove their 
lawless deeds, thus fulfilling justice.   
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4.  Therefore, God has greatly exalted Christ and given Him joy and rejoicing far 

above His companions.   
a.  He is above the angels.  And He is above the saints, whom He has redeemed.  

He has been anointed with the oil of rejoicing above them.  This is His 
reward, as to His human nature, for His work of redemption.   

b.  Christ’s joy and pleasure is further enhanced by the fact that God has  
promised that one day all of His foes will submit to Him.  All of them will be 
placed under His feet, prior to His coming again in glory.   

c.  And finally, this pleasure which Christ enjoys, He will enjoy forever in His 
saints, for they have been given to Him as His reward for His work of 
redeeming them.   

 
B.  The angels, on the other hand, are not gods, though they are sometimes represented 

in Scripture as judges, and they are not supreme rulers, though some of them have 
been given authority over certain spheres of life.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews says that they are finite spirits, they are servants.   

a.  They are not eternal and they are not infinite.  Rather, they are creatures, and 
they are ministers.   

b.  They are servants who are a flame of fire, a holy fire of affection for God, 
whose chief desire it is to minister for their Lord, Jesus Christ.   

 
2.  And what is it that He sends them forth to do?  They are sent out to render 

service for those who will inherit salvation.   
a.  This is what the Lord made them for.  Yes, they are to worship and adore the 

majesty of God, and that is how they minister to Him.   
b.  But they were also made to render service to those who would believe.   
c.  They guard, guide, and watch over the saints; and when the saints die, they 

convey their souls to heaven.   
d.  They are ministers, but Christ is their Lord.   
e.  Christ is their Creator and their Ruler.  Christ, therefore, is infinitely exalted 

over them.   
f.  The author to the Hebrews is arguing to his audience, “Will you listen to 

angels and not to the One who is infinitely above them in power and might?  
Will you not give heed to the One who is God Himself in human flesh?”   

g.  In closing, I would ask you this question based upon what we have seen of 
Christ.  Do you recognize Christ as your Creator, as your sovereign Lord, as 
the One who is God Himself, and the One before whom someday you will 
appear to be judged?   

h.  And if so, are you preparing for that day by studying His Word and His will, 
striving to put on all that He has commanded of you?   

i.  This is good counsel for each of here this morning.  Christ has spoken in 
order to be heard.  He has sent forth His command, and He expects His 
people to give heed.  He commands those of you who have not come to Him 
and submitted to His Lordship, to do so now.  He commands you to repent of 
your sins and to believe on Him for salvation.  There is no hope for you any 
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other way.   
j.  But He also commands those of you who have received His life, to live for 

Him.  You are creatures like the angels, who exist only to serve the Lord.  
After all which Christ has done for you, your hearts should be like a flame of 
fire, a holy furnace which burns for the Lord and His will.  Examine your 
hearts this morning to see if you fire is kindled, and if so, how much.  And 
then ask the Lord to blow with the wind of His Spirit upon you to fan those 
embers into a roaring fire.  Submit yourselves to His will.  Do not lag behind 
in diligence, but be “fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” (Rom. 12:11).  This is 
what truly honors Him.  This will show Him that you truly recognize who He 
is, and what He is worthy of.  Amen.   


