
 

“Christ Destroyed the Works of the Devil” 
(1 John 3:7-8) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we were looking at James 2:22 and meditating on what it means that 
faith is perfected through works.  One thing that we all face, is that as soon as the sermon is 
over, you probably forget all about what was said, unless someone else brings it again to your 
attention.  Well, I don’t want you to forget what you heard, so I would like to touch a bit more 
on that theme this evening as we consider what the Lord Jesus Christ has done in His person and 
work.   
 We all know that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  That much is clear to 
all of us, and it is readily accepted by us, for this is good news.  If we have come to truly trust in 
Christ Jesus and to know Him, then all of our sins are forgiven, and we have an eternal 
inheritance of love and bliss waiting for us when we depart this life.  The reason is because of 
Christ’s victory over death, hell, and the grave.  The devil, through his deception of our first 
parents, brought death into the world, and the second death, which is hell.  But Christ has 
destroyed the works of the devil in the sense that He has overcome his terrible scheme to destroy 
the whole human race in the fiery hell forever.  Christ redeemed a vast multitude of people 
through His work of redemption who will forever sing the praises of the Lamb.  But one part of 
His work which is commonly overlooked today is that Christ has destroyed the devil’s present 
work in our lives as well.  He has released us from our bondage to sin and has given to us the 
power to live a godly life.  Remember what James said, that God gave us the grace of faith in 
the first place that we might bring forth the fruits of righteousness to His praise, that is, that we 
might do good works.  And when we perform these good works, that goal is reached.   
 I believe that this is what John is pointing as well in our text this evening.  When the 
devil sees the fruits of holy living in any person, he knows that his work in that individual has 
been destroyed; he has been rescued by Christ.  Nothing convinces the devil more of our true 
interest in Christ than our good works.  And this is what is revealed to us here, namely, that  
 
 If you are Christ’s, then He has destroyed the works of the devil in your life.   
 
I.  John Tells Us that This Is Why Christ Came in the First Place, “The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”   
A.  It Is at This Time of the Year More than Any Other that Our Attention Is Drawn to the 

Fact of Christ’s Coming in the Flesh.   
1.  As far as this country has fallen away from its rich spiritual heritage, there are still the 

vestiges, the remnants of a consciousness of our Lord’s birth.   
2.  In its infancy, this witness came from a very strict observance of the Lord’s Day.   

a.  Every shop and business would be closed on the Christian Sabbath.  They took the 
command to rest from their labors very seriously.   

b.  And virtually everyone in society would attend church.  In some places, there were 
heavy fines for Sabbath-breaking, and for non-attendance at the places of worship.   

c.  What a powerful witness this day was to the reality of Christ.  This was one of the 
reason for which the Lord gave it, that it might be a memorial to the very event 
through which you are saved:  the resurrection of Christ.   
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d.  But of course, we are to celebrate all aspects of our Lord’s life on the Lord’s Day, 
His birth, life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.   

 
3.  Sadly, however, that witness hardly exists anymore today.   

a.  There are very few professing Christians who will cease from their labors on 
Sunday, not to mention actually attending church.   

b.  The church’s witness is certainly not as clear as it was in days gone by.   
c.  Interestingly, that witness which remains of Christ’s coming into the world to save 

sinners is now found primarily in the American tradition of Christmas.   
d.  It is not improper for us to dwell on this wonderful event through these means, but it 

is coming at it in a way which falls short of that glorious witness which the church 
had in the past every seventh day of the week.   

e.  But what is most important is that we dwell on the reason why Christ came into the 
world in the first place.   

 
B.  John said that He Appeared that He Might Destroy the Works of the Devil.   

1.  The devil, don’t forget, is the primary enemy of your soul.  He stands opposed to God 
and to you, as God’s image-bearer.   
a.  The Lord tells us in His Word that the devil tried to exalt his throne above that of 

God’s.   
b.  We don’t know when his rebellion against God took place, but we do know that it 

was very early in the Creation, for it is apparent that Adam and Eve fell before they 
ever conceived their first child.  Indeed, it was necessary that their probation and 
trial be completed before any of their race were born, so that the whole human race 
might stand or fall at once.   

c.  It may even be that Satan’s exaltation of himself above God may have taken place 
in that very act of seducing Adam and Eve, for he sought to have them follow him, 
rather than God.  And as a matter of fact, he succeeded.   

d.  The point is that he hated God and he hated that creature whom God had  made in 
His image.  And since he could not destroy God, he sought to do all that he could to 
destroy His most precious creature:  man.   

 
2.  If God had not intervened with His redeeming grace, if He had not sent His champion 

forth to fight the serpent and conquer, then the devil would have won.   
a.  He would have dragged all of Adam’s posterity into the lake of fire with himself 

and his angels, including you and me!   
b.  But Christ thwarted his design to destroy all of those who were made in the image 

of God in God’s own judgment.   
c.  He crushed the head of the serpent as the Lord predicted He would when He 

pronounced the curse upon the serpent (Gen. 3:15).   
d.  Jesus, after His disciples said that even the demons were subject to them in His 

name, said, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy, and nothing shall injure you” (Luke 10:18-19).   

e.  The demons, when they saw Him, would cry out, “What do we have to do with You, 
Jesus of Nazareth?  Have You come to destroy us?” (Mark 1:24).  They knew that 
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there time was limited, but did not know the day or the hour of their destruction.   
f.  Christ, as the strong man, had entered into the devil’s house and overpowered him.  

And as a result, He began to spoil the strong man’s house.   
g.  He said to His disciples, “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own 

homestead, his possessions are undisturbed; but when someone stronger than he 
attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he 
had relied, and distributes his plunder” (Luke 11:21-22).   

h.  Christ wrestled us from the hands of the enemy and has safely delivered us into His 
Father’s kingdom.   

 
3.  But Christ not only set us free from the devil’s condemnation, He has also destroyed 

the devil’s work in our lives.   
a.  Remember, in His coming to destroy the works of the devil, He not only foiled his 

plan to forever ruin us, He also destroyed the devil’s present work in our lives.   
b.  The devil wants not only to destroy us in the fiery furnace, he also wants to make 

our lives miserable, full of sin, and thoroughly condemnable on the day of judgment.  
And he has just the tools to bring this about.  He has power over the world to tempt 
us.  And he has an internal ally to help him in his work, namely, our sin.   

c.  But Christ has also destroyed this work of the devil.  He did so by introducing the 
principle of grace into our souls, which has the power to resist these temptations.  
Christ did so by mortifying, or putting to death, our corruption, or sin, in our souls.  
And through this He has redirected our affections and desires to the things above, 
and away from the things below.   

d.  This is what Paul means where he writes in Ephesians 2, “And you were dead in 
your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ 
Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” 
(vv. 1-10).   

e.  We were bound in sin and nature’s night.  But then a burst of light came into our 
hearts and freed us from the tyranny of the enemy.  Christ destroyed the work of the 
devil in our lives and set us free.  And though we still have to struggle with the flesh 
while down below, yet there is a day coming when we will be set free from it 
perfectly and forever.   

 
II.  But Besides the Fact of Christ’s Having Destroyed the Works of the Devil, There Is 

Always the Question of Application:  Has Christ Destroyed the Work of the Devil in 
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Me?  Since Both His Work of Freeing a Man from Eternal Condemnation and Freeing 
Him from the Present Tyranny of the Devil Come Together, If I Am to Have the 
Assurance that I Will Be Saved from the Consequences of My Sins in the Future, I Must 
Be in the Process of Being Saved from Them Now.  This Is What John Tells Us.   
A.  Don’t Forget the Whole Purpose of John’s First Letter Is to Reveal this Very Thing, and 

That Is What Makes It Especially Precious to Us.  (1 John 5:13) 
1.  John tells us plainly why he wrote the letter in 5:13, “These things I have written to 

you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you 
have eternal life.”   

2.  What could be more important than knowing that you are saved?  I can’t think of 
anything that even comes close, unless it is also knowing that those whom you care 
about are also safely in the arms of Christ.  And since this letter tells us how to know, it 
is a very important letter for us to consider.   

 
B.  In Our Text He Gives Us One Main Evidence, “Little children, let no one deceive you; 

the one who practices righteousness is righteous just as He is righteous.”  But on the 
Contrary, “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning.”   
1.  How can a person know that he is saved or not?  John gives us a good summary here.   

a.  He says, “Let no one deceive you.”  There were apparently those who were 
teaching the disciples something contrary to the truth.   

b.  In 2:26, he writes, “These things I have written to you concerning those who are 
trying to deceive you.”   

c.  There are always those who are trying to pervert the right and straight ways of the 
Lord.  We certainly have no lack of them today.  And of course, the devil is the one 
who is the mastermind and the powerhouse behind them all.   

d.  John is saying here, Do not let anyone lead you astray on this point.  This is a 
matter of eternal consequence.  You can afford to be wrong on many things, but 
here is something on which you cannot be, or you will be undone forever.   

e.  He says, “The one who practices righteousness is righteous just as He is righteous.”   
f.  Do you want to know who belongs to Christ?  It is the person who practices 

righteousness.  It is the person in whose life the power of the devil has been broken.  
It is the person who has been set free from sin to serve Christ, and who actually is 
serving Christ.   

g.  But the one who has not been set free is still a slave of the devil.  “The one who 
practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.”  That one 
is still held captive by him to do his will.   

  
2.  Now let us probe a little deeper into what it means to practice righteousness.   

a.  Righteousness means that which is right.  What is right is told to us by God’s 
commandments, His Law.   

b.  To practice it means that you do it as a pattern of life.  The overall pattern of your 
life is bringing forth the good fruit of obedience.   

c.  This does not mean that you are simply abstaining from sin, although that must be 
true as well.  John writes in verse 9, “No one who is born of God practices sin, 
because His seed abides in Him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”   
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d.  But what it means is that you are practicing what God commands positively.  
Righteousness goes beyond not doing bad things.  It means doing good things, such 
as feeding the poor, clothing the hungry, telling the lost that they are lost and helping 
them to find Christ, visiting the sick, the prisoner, the widow and the orphan in their 
distress.   

e.  Look at the life of Christ for a living example of what we are called to be.  If we 
practice righteousness, then we are righteous, just as He is righteous.   

f.  The purpose of God’s redemption, after all, is not merely that we would be 
positionally holy, but that we would be really and truly holy, not that we would have 
merely an imputed righteousness, but a practical righteousness.   

g.  When we show forth these fruits in our lives, then we show ourselves to be truly 
born again from above.  And the devil, seeing these works of righteousness, knows 
that his work in us is destroyed.   

 
3.  The one who practices sin, on the other hand, is still under his bondage.   

a.  “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinner from the 
beginning.”   

b.  Sin, of course, means to do what is wrong, what is forbidden by God’s Law.   
c.  To practice it means that you allow it to reign in your life unchallenged.  You do 

not hate it, you do not resist it, you are a servant to it.   
d.  Now it is more than the resistance that you would put up against some vice, for even 

the unbeliever has certain things that he tries to stop because of the shame or 
suffering that it brings to him.   

e.  Godly striving against sin is the seeking to put it to death because it is loathsome 
and an offense to God.   

f.  The unbeliever cannot hate sin in this way, and so he does not try to put it to death, 
but practices it.  He reflects the nature of the one who has sinned from the 
beginning, a point by the way which tells us that Satan sinned very early on after his 
creation.   

g.  A person who practices any sin out a love for it and without a sense of its 
hatefulness for its wicked character, both in his sight and in God’s, has not had the 
work of the devil destroyed in his life.  He is still in his sins and under the judgment 
of God.   

 
4.  John writes, “Little children, let no one deceive you.”   

a.  If you practice righteousness, if your faith is being perfected in consummate works, 
if the love of God is perfected in you as it flows out of your life into a pattern of 
giving and service, then you are righteous even as He is righteous.   

b.  But if you are practicing any sin, if there is any sin which you are unwilling to give 
it up, if you knowingly allow yourself to commit any evil in the light of full 
knowledge, then do not deceive yourself into thinking that you are Christ’s when the 
power of indwelling sin has not been broken in your life.   

c.  You need to abandon your sin and run to Christ.  He has come to destroy the works 
of the devil, and He can do it where you cannot.  You need to call out to Him and 
throw yourself upon His mercy to deliver you.  He says, “Come to Me, all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn 
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from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR 
YOUR SOULS” (Matt. 11:28-29).   

d.  Will you lay hold of Christ?  Or will you hold on to your sin and refuse to come?  
If you refuse, realize that there is a day of reckoning coming.  Those sins that you 
cling to will drag you down into the depths of hell, and there will be none to deliver 
you in that day.  Seek the Lord, then, while He may be found.  Call upon Him to 
have mercy upon you and to change your heart to make you willing to come.  And 
may the Lord grant you His mercy and grace.  Amen.   


