
“The Children of the Free Woman” 
(Galatians 4:21-31) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we began to look at the comparison Paul drew from the account 
of Abraham, his two wives and two sons, with the two covenants he has been 
talking about.   
a.  Abraham’s wives were Sarah and Hagar:   

(i)  Hagar represents the Mosaic Covenant and the earthly Jerusalem.   
(ii)  Sarah represents the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant in the New 

Covenant, and the Jerusalem above.   
 

b.  As we saw this morning, Hagar’s children are in bondage:   
(i)  They trust in the Mosaic Covenant, in their obedience to the Law for their 

justification, they are still slaves to their sins until now and are enslaved to 
the Law to earn their own righteousness.   

(ii)  They were born in the flesh and are still under its power.   
(iii)  Because they are, they won’t receive God on His terms – faith in Christ 

alone – and will persecute those who follow Him.   
(iv)  And because of their rebellion, they will not inherit the kingdom of God, 

but the punishment reserved for the devil and his angels in hell.   
 

2.  Paul draws this analogy, this comparison between the two, again to awaken the 
Galatians to their danger.   
a.  Their new teachers, the Judaizers, used this kind of allegorical interpretation, 

and so they were familiar with it.   
b.  They also respected the book of the Law – the Torah – which contains this 

account of Abraham.   
c.  Paul then is fighting the enemy on his own ground, so that he can illustrate 

his point from a source they would all respect.   
d.  His thrust being to show them the danger of following the Law and not Christ 

alone.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, we’re going to look at the more positive argument Paul draws 

from this passage.   
a.  The outcome of those who continue in the Law is grim.   
b.  But there is a glorious future for those who will trust Christ and become the 

children of the free woman, the children of promise.   
 
2.  As we saw four characteristics of those who are the children of the bondwoman, 

so we’ll see four of the children of the free woman.   
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a.  First, they are not children of the flesh, but children of the Spirit, born 
through the promise.   

b.  Second, they are not slaves to the Law, but free through the Gospel.   
c.  Third, they are not persecutors of the truth, but those persecuted for 

righteousness.   
d.  Finally, they are not the heirs of the lake of fire, but of the eternal kingdom of 

God.   
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the children of the free woman were not born merely of the flesh, but of the 
Spirit, through the promise.   
1.  Ishmael was born through Sarah and Abraham’s efforts involving the 

bondwoman Hagar; but Isaac was born of God’s promise.   
a.  God had promised Abraham that he would father a child.   

(i)  Again, at first since he didn’t have any children, he though the promise 
would be fulfilled through Eliezer of Damascus, the son of a servant born 
in his house (Gen. 15:1-4).   

(ii)  Next, he thought perhaps the Lord would fulfill the promise through 
Hagar and the child born of her (Gen. 16).   

(iii)  But in each case he was wrong.   
 

b.  Instead, God said that the promise would be fulfilled through Abraham and 
Sarah.   
(i)  Abraham believed that God would fulfill the promise, he just didn’t know 

how.  Sarah also believed, but doubted it would be done as the Lord said it 
would (Gen. 18:13-15).   

(ii)  But the child of promise finally came when Abraham was 100 and Sarah 
was 90 (Gen. 21:1-7).   

(iii)  They named him Isaac (meaning laughter), because his birth brought the 
joy of laughter into their home.   

(iv)  They trusted in the Lord and the promise was fulfilled in God’s time and 
in His way.   

 
2.  Those who trust in Christ, who are born of Him, are like the child of promise.   

a.  There are no works involved:  even as Abraham didn’t need to do anything to 
receive the promise, except trust in the Word of God.   

b.  They simply trust in the child of promise – not Isaac, but the One Isaac points 
to – the Lord Jesus Christ.   

c.  Jesus Christ was the true child of promise, the One promised to Eve that 
would crush the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15), the One promised to 
Abraham through whom all the nations would be blessed (Gen. 22:18), the 
One promised to David who would establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever (2 Sam. 7:13).   

d.  If we trust in the promise of God – that He will save us if we trust in Christ – 
then we are like Isaac, children of promise:  it shows that we are united to the 
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true child of promise – the Lord Jesus Christ, “And you brethren, like Isaac, 
are children of promise” (Gal. 4:28).   

e.  The Lord said that He would give many children like this to Sarah.   
(i)  Isaiah writes, “‘Shout for joy, O barren one, you who have borne no 

child; break forth into joyful shouting and cry aloud, you who have not 
travailed; for the sons of the desolate one will be more numerous than the 
sons of the married woman,’ says the LORD.  ‘Enlarge the place of your 
tent; stretch out the curtains of your dwellings, spare not; lengthen your 
cords and strengthen your pegs.  For you will spread abroad to the right 
and to the left.  And your descendants will possess nations and will resettle 
the desolate cities” (Isa. 54:1-3).   

(ii)  Even though Sarah was barren, she would bear a child; but not just one:   
Everyone who trusts in Jesus becomes a child of promise.   

(iv)  In this way, Sarah has become the mother of more children than the one 
who bears normally:  who has a husband.   

(v)  The imagery here is the same as that given to Shem and Japheth in 
Noah’s blessing, “He also said, ‘Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; 
and let Canaan be his servant.  May God enlarge Japheth, and let him 
dwell in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant’” (Gen. 9:26-27).   
(a)  The Lord was going to bless Japheth, the one through whom the 

Gentiles came.   
(b)  God was going to enlarge the tents of Shem, the line through whom 

Messiah came, so that Japheth’s descendents could enter.   
(c)  This is the prediction of Gentile salvation through the Messiah who 

would arise from the Jews.   
(d)  Isaiah tells us the way they would be saved was by becoming the 

children of promise through faith in Christ.   
 

B.  Second, the children of the free woman are not slaves, but free.   
1.  Hagar was an Egyptian slave and even after she had Ishmael, she remained a 

slave and the children she bore were born into slavery.   
a.  Remember, she was under Sarah’s authority and was cast out, as well as her 

son Ishmael.   
b.  The Lord was not going to continue His gracious covenant through them.   
c.  And so they remained slaves, even as the Jews who lived in the earthly 

Jerusalem were, to the present time.   
 
2.  But Sarah was a free woman, and the children she has borne are free.   

a.  This multitude of children she was to bear were not to be a part of the earthly 
Jerusalem, but the heavenly one.   

b.  These are the ones who through faith in Christ were set free from their 
slavery and bondage to sin, into the liberty of the Gospel.   
(i)  They are no longer bound to the observance of the ceremonial law.   
(ii)  They are no longer bound by the power of sin.   
(iii)  They are no longer bound by God’s justice to the guilt of their sins.   
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(iv)  They are no longer bound even to the moral law to be justified or 
condemned by it.   

(v)  They are set free from these things in the Gospel.   
(a)  Christ, the son of promise, has obeyed and died.   
(b)  And through Him they have received the adoption.   
(c)  Their names are enrolled in heaven.   
(d)  Now they experience the freedom of children, free access to the throne 

of grace, and the glorious hope of a new future.   
 
C.  Third, the children of the free woman are not persecutors, but they are the 

persecuted.   
1.  The son of Hagar persecuted the son of promise.   

a.  When Isaac was weaned, while Abraham celebrated, Ishmael mocked him.   
b.  He despised him because he was Abraham’s true heir.   
c.  In the same way, the present day Jews were persecuting the Christians.   
d.  This was at least one motivating factor for the Christian Jews to become 

Judaizers, as well as for the Gentiles to follow them, since the Jews were 
persecuting all Christians, especially despising Gentile Christians.   

 
2.  But the children of the free woman are not persecutors, but the persecuted.   

a.  How is this a blessing or an incentive?   
(i)  Paul is saying, the heir of God’s kingdom, Isaac, was persecuted.   
(ii)  The fact that you are being persecuted also shows that you are a child of 

promise and on the right track.   
 

b.  The world hates those who are not a part of this world, but the world to 
come, and so they persecute them.   

 
D.  Finally, the children of the free woman will not inherit the lake of fire, but the 

eternal kingdom of God.   
1.  Hagar and her son Ishmael were cast out of the church.   

a.  As we see in verse 30, “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of 
the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.”   

b.  Those who follow the way of the bondwoman, who cling to the Mosaic Law, 
who trust in their righteousness to save them, will be cast out of God’s 
kingdom and perish forever.   

 
2.  But the children of the free woman will inherit the kingdom.   

a.  Paul is telling them, it might be difficult now, but they must persevere.   
b.  The time is coming when the sons of the kingdom will receive their 

inheritance, while the rest of mankind will be cast into the lake of fire.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  Paul offers these arguments from the law, these incentives, to try to get the 

Galatians back on the right path.   



5 

1.  They were not born to the hope they possess by their own efforts through the 
Law, but through God’s promise:  They had embraced the true Child of Promise, 
the Lord Jesus Christ by faith.   

2.  They were no longer the slaves of a works centered religion that couldn’t save 
them, but had been set free through the Gospel.   

3.  They were no longer the persecutors of those who follow the way of God, but 
they were being persecuted for following it themselves.   

4.  They would no longer inherit what their sins deserved, but now they would 
inherit what Christ deserves.   

 
B.  These same incentives are held out to us, even as the warnings were this morning.   

1.  If we trust in Christ, we are the children of promise, the spiritual children of 
Sarah, the promised offspring of Abraham.   

2.  If we trust in Christ, we are free from everything that kept us in bondage, even 
our sins.   

3.  If we trust in Christ, we will no longer be the persecutors of the truth, but 
persecuted for the truth, remembering what Jesus said, “Blessed are those who 
have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.  Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you” (Matt. 5:10-12).   

4.  And if we trust in Christ, we will inherit the kingdom of heaven, and not the 
lake of fire.   

5.  So then, which do you desire to be:  children of the bondwoman or the free 
woman?   

6.  Paul reminds the Galatians that they had embraced Christ; they were children of 
the free woman.   
a.  Therefore they should not return to the slavery of the Law, but stay in the 

freedom of Christ.   
b.  That is what we must do as well.  Amen.   


