
 

“But There Is Forgiveness With Thee” 
(Psalm 130:3-4) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  It is not improper for us to remember at this time of the year that great event, that 
great revival which swept over the church and freed her from the false doctrine which had so 
long kept her in bondage.  That event, of course, was the Protestant Reformation.  The light of 
the Gospel had not been fully extinguished.  There is always a remnant according to God’s 
gracious choice, even in the very worst times of the church.  But the truth had in a great measure 
been put out.  It was hidden from the clergy and therefore from the laity.  It was hidden by sin.  
It was covered by the man-made religion which springs up in its place when the grace of God in 
a church grows weak, when the fire of true religion is not kept burning by fresh views of the 
truth anointed by the Spirit proclaimed from the pulpit from week to week.  In Luther’s day, this 
was the church that he knew.  It was a church dead with formalism and traditionalism.  Instead 
of the Spirit there was superstition.  Instead of the truth there were the church fathers and 
councils.  Instead of true holiness and the pursuit of godliness, there was the hope of purgatory, 
that a man may be caught short of hell, and then be purged of sin to enter eventually into 
paradise.   The problems which man faced were no different.  There was simply no healing 
balm of the Gospel to apply to the mortal illness of sin.  Luther felt that lack of true medicine.  
He struggled with his sin, looking for a way to be rid of it.   
 Luther was not the first, however, to wrestle with this problem.  The psalmist in our text 
also wrestled with it, as will every Christian who ever strives and finally enters into the eternal 
kingdom of God.  He was in the depths of despair over his sin.  He writes, “Out of the depths I 
have cried to Thee, O LORD.  Lord, hear my voice!  Let thine ears be attentive to the voice of 
my supplications.”  When the grace of God comes into the life of an individual, it convinces him 
of his sin and his need of God’s grace.  In most, it drives almost to despair of life, making you 
feel like you are sinking into a bottomless pit from which there is no hope of deliverance.  The 
Lord often humbles His chosen ones with a great sense of their sin, before He opens the gates of 
the kingdom to allow them to enter.  The psalmist cried out to God in his anguish, “If Thou, 
LORD, shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?”  He sees the infinite righteousness 
of God.  He sees the infinite depth of his own sin.  He knows that if God were to call him into 
account for them, he would surely never be able to stand in judgment.  But then comes the ray 
of hope, “But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.”  Here is the balm of 
the Gospel applied to the mortal sickness of sin.  Here is the balm that Luther found in His 
anguish.  Here is medicine for you this morning, to cure your sickness and to heal you for all 
eternity.  It is this,  
 
 In Christ there is forgiveness for all of your sins.   
 
I.  First Let Us Reflect for a Moment Upon What the Psalmist and Luther Experienced in 

Their Anguish.  “If Thou, LORD, shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?”   
A.  Both Knew that There Was a Coming Day of Judgment in which They Would Forever Be 

Condemned unless God Intervened.   
1.  We don’t know much about the circumstances of the psalmist, only that he had a 

greatly heightened sense and awareness of his sin and plight before the holy God.   
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2.  We know much more about the life of Luther and his struggle with guilt.   
a.  It is not a unique story.  It is multiplied again and again by the many who have 

visited the standard of God’s righteousness, felt their absolute depravity, and then 
sought for salvation.   

b.  Luther was a man who went into the cloister to find God.  In those days, a man 
who was truly serious about his salvation would enter the monastery, because it was 
believed that the monks would make it to heaven before anyone else would.   

c.  But the more that Luther understood the righteous standard of God’s Law, the more 
he felt the weight of his sins.  And the more he felt the weight of His sins, the more 
he sought for pardon through those avenues which the church offered him.   

d.  He was always at confession, sometimes confessing his sins for hours at a time.  He 
frequently fasted.  He even would take a whip and flagellate himself, but nothing 
seemed to help.   

e.  His superior, Staupitz, sent him to Rome, thinking that a visit to the “holy see” and 
its many opportunities for indulgences, would relieve his conscience.  But even that 
did not help.   

f.  Luther had seen the righteousness of God, and he knew that no unholy man, such as 
himself, could ever stand in His presence.  “If Thou, LORD, shouldst mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?”   

 
B.  If You Would But Consider what the Holy Standard Is Which Alone Deserves the 

Reward of Life, and How Far Short You Fall, You Could also Understand The Dilemma of 
Luther and the Psalmist.   
1.  The Law of God requires perfection.   

a.  In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, after explaining the true intent of the Law as 
opposed to those interpretations of the Pharisees, says, “Therefore you are to be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).   

b.  Why does He require that we be perfect?  It is because He is perfect.  He says 
through Isaiah the prophet, “For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives 
forever, whose name is Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and holy place’” (Isa. 57:15).   

c.  God is perfect; and He is perfectly holy.  And because He is He cannot endure even 
the slightest sin in His presence.  Even righteous Isaiah, when he saw the heavenly 
vision, blushed with shame, and said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined!  Because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:5).   

d.  Even this man, who was renewed by the grace of God -- and prophets were 
generally far more sanctified than the ordinary person -- even Isaiah was still full of 
sin.   

e.  Some may sometimes think that they have arrived, but it only takes a fresh sight of 
God’s holiness to send them back to their faces in repentance for their sins.   

 
2.  But if Isaiah was so impacted by this vision as to actually call down a curse upon 

himself, how much more should we?   
a.  Perhaps we are accustomed to thinking that we only miss the glory of God by a 

little.  We are relatively good.  We aren’t as bad as those in the world.  Remember, 
the Pharisee who went up to God’s temple to pray also thanked God that he was not 
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as bad as other men.   
b.  This can happen when we compare ourselves with ourselves.  If our measuring 

stick is only as high as another man, we will look pretty good.   
c.  But if our measuring stick is the perfect holiness of God, it can plunge us down to 

the depths.  Even the apostle Paul, after years of walking with the Lord, could still 
marvel at His mercy and say, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am 
foremost  of all” (1 Tim. 1:15).  And why did he say this?  Was it because he 
actually was the foremost sinner of all?  No.  It was because he had a clearer sight 
of God and His perfections, therefore he felt himself to be lower than the lowest.   

d.  God gives us His Law to do just exactly that, to humble us in our own eyes, so that 
we will come to Him.   

e.  If we would but once compare our lives to God’s holy standards, if we would read 
them in all of their purity and examine our lives with what we see, we would have to 
confess that it is good and holy and just, but we would also have to say that we are 
not.   

f.  We don’t love God as we ought.  He has given us infinite gifts of grace and mercy, 
we have given Him only a small portion of our hearts and affections.   

g.  He has called us to offer ourselves as living sacrifices, fully dedicated to His 
service, we have given Him whatever extra time we have after we have fully carried 
out our own desires.   

h.  He has called us to love our neighbors as ourselves, to love our wives as our own 
bodies, to love and nurture our children in the Lord.  He has called us to take every 
thought captive to Christ, to be holy in mind and heart, to conduct ourselves in 
everything as is fitting for one making a claim to being like Jesus.  He has called us 
to speak only the truth and to cover over the faults of our neighbors and brethren.  
He has called us never to take what doesn’t belong to us.  And when we offend in 
any of these areas we are to go and ask forgiveness and make restitution.  He has 
called us to preserve the holy bond of unity in His body, which is love.  But have we 
done these things?  Have we lived up to His holy Word?  Have we been perfect in 
all of our thoughts, in all of our words, in all of our actions?  No.  Not one of them 
has been perfect.   

i.  We fall short in many ways.  We are far from being like Jesus.   
j.  And if we were to have to stand before God on the day of judgment in those sins, 

how then could we stand?   
k.  Even the smallest sin is enough to forever sweep us away in hell, how much more 

the innumerable sins we have committed?   
l.  This is the trama which the psalmist felt, which Luther felt, which every Christian 

must feel, if he is to reach out and receive the grace of God.   
m.  If God remembers sin against us, we are lost.   

 
II.  “But,” and Here Is Our Hope, the Psalmist Writes, “But there is forgiveness with 

Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.”   
A.  There Is Forgiveness with the Lord.   

1.  How good this sounds to those who truly know the depth of their sins.   
a.  Everyone experiences a different level of conviction for their sins when they come 
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to Christ, but all experience some.   
b.  If you had no awareness of your sins, or of the punishment that awaits you because 

of it, then why would you come to Christ?  A Savior is only seen to be important 
when a person perceives that they are in some danger.  When you see a crewman on 
a ship holding a life-preserver, you don’t think much of it.  But if you were to fall 
overboard and were about to drown in the depths of the sea, that same person can 
become far more important.   

c.  And so it is with Christ.  A person who is not under conviction may look at Christ 
and think nothing of Him.  But one who is under deep conviction of sin, who feels 
the awful weight of his guilt before a holy God, sees Christ to be the most precious 
and beautiful of all.  He sees Him to be perfectly suited to his needs.  That is when 
a person will reach out toward Christ.   

d.  Even if the sense of your danger was relatively weak when you first came to trust in 
Christ, surely as you continued in the Christian life and learned more of Christ and 
His perfections, and the holy standard of God’s will which you have violated, the 
sense of your dependence upon Him increased.   

e.  This is one of the beauties of the Law of God.  It not only shows us our sin to point 
us to the Savior, but it continually reminds us how much we need Christ, so that we 
will trust ourselves to Him more and more, and on ourselves less and less.   

f.  How good it sounds to the weary and needy soul that there is forgiveness with God.   
g.  And this forgiveness extends to the most depraved of sinners.  Jesus said, 

“Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven” (Matt. 12:31).   

h.  This is good news!  Every sin shall be forgiven.  Every blasphemy shall be 
pardoned.  The only exception is the sin against the Spirit, the unpardonable sin.   
(i)  A person who commits this sin is so hardened in his corruption against God so 

as to attribute the working of the Spirit to that foul demon the devil.   
(ii)  A person in this condition is given over by God to his lusts and foul iniquity.  

The Lord has ceased to strive with him, therefore he is forever lost.   
(iii)  His sin will never be pardoned because he will never embrace Christ.  And if 

it is not forgiven in this life, it will not be pardoned in that which is to come.   
 

i.  But for every other sin there is forgiveness in Christ.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of 
you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God.”   

j.  It is true that those who practice these sins are still lost.  But for those who have 
repented and forsaken their sins, there is forgiveness and mercy.  That soul which 
has fled to Christ for refuge will be washed from all of his sin.  Nothing will remain.   

k.  Paul writes, “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds,  yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through 
death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-- 
if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 
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away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister” (Col. 1:21-23).   

l.  Don’t be afraid then that there is not enough grace to remove your sins in Christ.  
He can cleanse the most foul of sinners.   

m.  Don’t be afraid to offer Christ to the most decrepit of people.  He is able to save to 
the uttermost those who come to God through Him (Heb. 7:25).   

 
2.  This is the good news that Luther found so many years ago.   

a.  When Staupitz saw that Luther’s pilgrimage to Rome didn’t take care of his doubts, 
he assigned him to scholarly pursuits, so that by his studies his mind would be 
removed from his problems.   

b.  But this is where Luther first discovered the healing balm that he had sought for so 
long, the truth of the Gospel which had been hidden from the church.   

c.  He saw for the first time that life did not come through the sacraments of the church, 
nor through indulgences, but that it came through faith, faith in the Son of God who 
has done all that is necessary to bring a man to heavenly glory.   

d.  This truth which God revealed to Luther is the same truth that God has preserved to 
the present time.  And though it has again been clouded in many so-called 
“Christian” denominations, He has allowed it to come to us, so that we might believe 
and be saved.   

 
B.  But Lastly, I Don’t Want to Neglect the Reason the Lord Has Granted Forgiveness.  The 

Psalmist Writes, “But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.”   
1.  Does God forgive simply because He delights to forgive?  If that were so, then surely 

He would forgive everyone.  But He hasn’t.   
2.  Does God forgive and set men free from their guilt and judgment only to continue in 

that sin, now without fear of God’s wrath.  No.  God says that if He frees from sin, and 
a person turns again to it, his last condition is worse than the first.   

3.  God forgives “that we might fear Him.”   
a.  You would think that the psalmist might write, “God judges that men might fear 

Him.”  But he didn’t write that, he wrote “There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou 
mayest be feared.”   

b.  This kind of fear is not the fear of damnation for sins.  But it is the fear of 
offending the One that you hold so near and dear to your heart.  It is the fear of 
incurring His fatherly displeasure for your misbehavior.   

c.  One saint of old once wrote, “This forgiveness, this smile of God, binds the soul to 
God with a beautiful fear.  Fear to lose one glance of love.  Fear to lose one word of 
kindness.  Fear to be carried away from the heaven of his presence by an insidious 
current of worldliness.  Fear of slumber.  Fear of error.  Fear of not enough 
pleasing him.  Our duty, then, is to drink deep of God’s forgiving love.  To be filled 
with it is to be filled with purity, fervency, and faith.  Our sins have to hide their 
diminished heads, and slink away through crevices, when forgiveness -- when Christ 
-- enters the soul” (Bowen Treasury 3:2:128).   

d.  Is this kind of fear present in your heart?  Have you tasted of the love and 
forgiveness of God in Christ, so that now you fear ever offending so great a Lord and 
Savior?  Has your fear of judgment been relieved by finding refuge in Christ?  If 
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so, give praise to the Savior who laid down His life to save you from destruction.  
And give Him thanks for uncovering this truth which was for so long obscured by 
false doctrine at the time of Luther.   

e.  If, on the other hand, you are now under the fear of God’s judgment, if you feel the 
weight of your sins forcing you down into a pit from which you know you will never 
escape, then reach out and take hold of the same truth that saved Luther’s soul so 
many years ago.  Take hold of Christ.  He is still present and powerful to save, to 
save all who will trust in Him.   

f.  But finally, if you are outside of Christ, and do not feel any need of Him, may the 
Lord awaken you out of your false sense of security and strike the terror of His 
judgments into your hearts.  Unless you feel your need of a Savior, you will never 
come to Christ.  May God give us ears to hear His Word.  Amen.   


