
“Biblical Charity” 

 

 

 

I.  What is biblical charity?   

A.  Showing the love and compassion of Christ by helping those who can’t help themselves.   

B.  Christ is our grand example:   

1.  “When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed 

their sick” (Matt. 14:14).   

2.  “And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, ‘I feel compassion for the people, 

because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do 

not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way’” (Matt. 15:32).   

3.  “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38).   

4.  “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom. 

5:6).  

 

II.  What are some Biblical motives for charity?   

A.  Our Lord’s command:  “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in 

your power to do it.  Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come back, and tomorrow I 

will give it,’ when you have it with you” (Prov. 3:27-28).   

B.  Love for God and love for our neighbor:   

1.  “‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these” (Matt. 

12:30-31).   

2.  “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you” (Luke 6:31).   

 

C.  Promise of reward.   

1.  “The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered” 

(Prov. 11:25).   

2.  “He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor” (Prov. 

22:9).   

3.  “One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He will repay him for his 

good deed” (Prov. 28:17).   

4.  “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into your lap a good measure – 

pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  For by your standard of measure it 

will be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:38).   

 

D.  Threat of judgment:  “He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes 

will have many curses” (Prov. 28:27).   

 

III.  What are the different ways we can show charity?   

A.  Giving money to the poor.   

B.  Visiting with comfort and encouragement.   



C.  Doing some kind of service – helping to clean, maintain or fix, move.   

 

IV.  To whom should we show charity?   

A.  We are to provide first for those in our household:  “But if anyone does not provide for his 

own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an 

unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8).   

B.  Next, we are to help those in the body:  “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do 

good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith” (Gal. 

6:10).   

C.  Third, we are to show charity to those outside the church.   

1.  Cf. Gal. 6:10.   

2.  When we help those outside the church, the hierarchy of responsibility still applies.   

a.  First we need to determine if they’re really in need.   

(i)  What is the cause of their need?  Do they refuse to work?  Are they involved in 

sinful activity - drugs?  Have they wasted their finances on non-essentials?   

(ii)  What is their need?   Do they want essentials or luxuries?   

(iii)  Are they being truthful regarding their need?  Can their story be verified?   

 

b.  Second, we need to determine who is responsible to meet that need.   

(i)  Do they have family that can help them?   

(ii)  Are they part of a church fellowship that should take care of their need?   

(iii)  If not, then we should help them if we can without violating our hierarchy of 

responsibility.   

(iv)  If their need is legitimate and too great for us, the diaconate can help, if it’s 

able.   

(a)  The church can’t take up their full support to the end of their lives (e.g., 

widows indeed, 1 Tim. 5:9-16), but they can help.   

(b)  Where is this money to come from?  From diaconal offerings, from giving of 

members (not from tithes).  “And all those who had believed were together and 

had all things in common; and they began selling their property and 

possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need” (Acts 

2:44-45).   

(c)  If the needs of the local fellowship are too great, then they may not be able to 

help (hierarchy of responsibility).   

 

3.  Do we have any responsibility towards our enemies?   

a.  “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to 

drink; for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you” 

(Prov. 25:21-22).   

b.  “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners love 

those who love them.  If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 

that to you?  For even sinners do the same.  If you lend to those from whom you 

expect to receive, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners in order to 

receive back the same amount.  But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 



the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  Be merciful, just 

as your Father is merciful” ((Luke 6:32-36).   

 

V.  How should we show charity?   

A.  Willingly, in love:  “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he 

saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil 

and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took 

care of him” (Luke 10:33-34).   

B.  Secretly, as much as possible:  “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be 

noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.  So 

when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they 

have their reward in full.  But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who 

sees what is done in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:1-4).   

C.  Freely, without expecting to be repaid:  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 

Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35-36 “).   

D.  A practical point:  Meet the need and don’t give cash, unless you know for certain how the 

money will be used.   

 

VI.  What is the goal of our charity?   

A.  To glorify God.   

1.  “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 

10:31).   

2.  “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory 

forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).   

 

B.  To keep our neighbor from perishing:  love dictates that we do.   

C.  To help them provide for themselves:  “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; 

teach him to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.”   

 

VII.  When should we stop charity?   

A.  When we perceive they’re deceiving us.   

B.  When they’re involved in sinful activity that’s causing the problem and refuse to repent 

(drugs, gambling).   

C.  If they refuse to work and meet their own needs, if they’re able:  “For even when we were 

with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to 

eat, either” (2 Thes. 3:10).   
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