
“Beware of Pride” 
(Romans 12:3) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Paul has now begun to tell us what we should do on the basis of God’s mercies.   
a.  He began with a handy summary:  “Present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice” (v. 1).   
(i)  A sacrifice is something we give to God.   
(ii)  What He wants us to give Him is ourselves.   
(iii)  A complete dedication of soul and body.   
(iv)  Even as a burnt offering is wholly consumed and therefore given entirely to 

God, so we are to give ourselves wholly to Him.   
 

b.  This is the only reasonable thing we can do in light of His mercies.   
(i)  Anything less would be an insult.   
(ii)  It wouldn’t come to grips with the immensity of His gift.   
 

c.  This is what our Lord wants from us as worship.   
(i)  He doesn’t want just an hour on Sunday mornings.   
(ii)  Nor an hour on Sunday morning and evening.   
(iii)  He wants the whole of our lives, our time, our strength, our energy, our 

abilities, our resources, all we have directed towards His glory.   
 

2.  Paul continued by telling us how to achieve this:   
a.  We must stop programming our minds with the world’s way of thinking, of 

doing things.   
b.  And we must begin – or continue – to program our minds with God’s Word.   
c.  As we do this, we will see more clearly what His will is in every situation we 

will have to face in life.   
d.  As we do this we will also gain the strength to obey Him.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Paul now moves on from here to the gifts God has given us and the service He calls 
us to.   
a.  He will point out in verses 4-5 that there is only one body and we are all 

members of that body, of one another.   
b.  As such, God has given us gifts – special abilities – that we will be able to use to 

help one another grow in Christ.   
c.  These are His gifts, and He wants us to use them for His glory according to the 

faith He gives us, as well as opportunity.   
d.  From there, he will move on to general directions on how we are to relate to one 

another and to all men.   
 
2.  But first, Paul lays down an operating principle that we need to consider before he 

speaks about our gifts and their use:  namely, that we be careful not to let our gifts 
or callings go to our heads and make us prideful:  “For through the grace given to 
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me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought 
to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a 
measure of faith” (v. 3).   
a.  Paul calls us – through his authority as an apostle – to be careful not to let our 

gifts puff us up with pride so that we would exalt ourselves over our brothers and 
sisters, but rather to use them to minister to our brethren as the Lord gives us the 
call and opportunity.   

b.  I want us to see two things this morning:   
(i)  First, we are cautioned against pride.   
(ii)  Second, we are directed towards humility.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul cautions us against pride, “I say to each man among you not to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think.”   
1.  Pride is exactly that:  thinking more highly of yourself than you should.   

a.  Pride is thinking we are something special in ourselves.   
b.  Pride can also be thinking we are something special because of what the Lord 

has given us or called us to.   
c.  But we need to see that pride is something that is particularly obnoxious to God.   

 
2.  He cautions us against it again and again in Scripture.   

a.  Pride is a part of this world, something that will eventually perish with this 
world, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes 
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world” (1 
John 2:16).   

b.  It comes from the sin and corruption in our hearts, “For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 
deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride and foolishness” (Mark 7:21-22).   

c.  It leads to shame, “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble 
is wisdom” (Prov. 11:2).   

d.  It leads to humiliation, not humility, “A man's pride will bring him low, but a 
humble spirit will obtain honor” (Proverbs 29:23).   

e.  It eventually leads to ruin, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before stumbling” (Prov. 16:18).   

f.  Pride was the very thing that caused the devil to fall, “Your heart was lifted up 
because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.  
I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, that they may see you” (Ezekiel 
28:17).   

g.  It will do the same to us.  Joseph Hall, an early English bishop and writer of the 
famous Contemplations, wrote this, “And if God spared not the angels, whom He 
placed in the highest heavens, but for their pride threw them down headlong to 
the nethermost hell, how much less shall He spare the proud dust and ashes of the 
sons of men, but shall cast them from the height of their earthly altitude to the 
bottom of that infernal dungeon!  ‘Humility makes men angels, pride makes 
angels devils’; as that Father said,  ‘Oh let us be humbled by our repentance, that 
we may not be brought down to everlasting confusion.  Let us be cast down upon 
our knees, that we may not be cast down upon our faces.  For God will make 
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good His own Word, one way; “A man’s pride shall bring him low”’” (Golden 
Treasury).   

h.  Henry Smith, an English Puritan, wrote, “I may say of pride, many sins have 
done wickedly, but thou surmountest them all; for the wrathful man, the prodigal 
man, the lascivious man, the surfeiting man, the slothful man, is rather an enemy 
to himself than to God; the envious man, the covetous man, the deceitful man, 
the ungrateful man, is rather an enemy to men than to God, but the proud man 
sets himself against God (because he does against His laws), he maketh himself 
equal with God (because he does all without God and craves no help of Him); he 
exalteth himself above God (because he will have his own will)” (Golden 
Treasury).   

i.  A prideful spirit is just the opposite of what the Lord wants us to be.  Is it any 
wonder that the Lord hates it, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and 
arrogance and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate” (Proverbs 8:13).   

j.  William Gurnall writes, “Pride loves to climb up, not as Zaccheus to see Christ, 
but to be seen” (Golden Treasury).   

 
2.  This is why the Lord doesn’t want pride to enter into the picture when it comes to 

spiritual gifts.   
a.  He wants to avoid pride in every area, but this passage points particularly to this 

area.   
b.  We are not to think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think with regard 

to those spiritual abilities the Lord has given us by His grace.   
 

B.  On the other hand, we are to think soberly, to see things are they really are.  In other 
words, we are to take a good look at ourselves and let what we see humble us.   
1.  The Old Geneva Bible has this helpful note:  “We will be sober if we do not take 

that upon us which we do not have, and if we do not brag of that which we do have” 
(Geneva).   
a.  Pride will always cause us to move into areas where we ought not to go.   

(i)  In the church, it may make us aspire to an office or calling that we’re not 
equipped for.   

(ii)  If we have gifts of service, it doesn’t necessarily mean that we are meant to 
be deacons.  There are other gifts necessary for the office.   

(iii)  Perhaps the Lord has given us the gifts to be a deacon, but we want to be an 
elder.   

(iv)  We may have the desire to teach and some giftedness in teaching, and the 
other gifts we need to be an elder, but maybe it isn’t the Lord’s time.   

(v)  Maybe we are gifted to be elders and have the desire to see people come to 
Christ, but we want to become missionaries or evangelists.   

(vi)  This passage warns us against taking responsibilities upon ourselves that we 
are not equipped or ready for.   

(vii)  We need to think soberly regarding ourselves, what God has given us and 
what He hasn’t, what He wants us to do and what He doesn’t, what work He 
has yet to do in us.   

(viii)  We need to know our gifts and stay within the boundaries of our calling.   
(ix)  Pride and ambition have caused no end of problems within the church.   
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b.  Secondly, we will be thinking soberly if we don’t brag about what we are able to 
do.   
(i)  Maybe the Lord has given us the gift of service, of giving or of teaching; 

perhaps He has given us the gifts necessary to be deacons or elders.   
(ii)  But whatever He has given us, to whatever degree, we must not boast about 

it.   
(iii)  Think how you would look if you found an Olympic gold medal on the 

street and then began bragging about it, even though your family and friends 
knew you didn’t earn it.   

(iv)  We look even worse than this to God.  Pride is something He hates.   
 

2.  If we are to be sober minded, if we are to have sound judgment, we must see 
ourselves are we really are – both our gifts and limitations – and we must humble 
set our hearts to do what God has called us to do.   
a.  We must take a good look at ourselves, take spiritual inventory.   

(i)  What can I do well?   
(ii)  What do I enjoy doing?   
(iii)  What do my brothers and sisters believe my strong points are?   
(iv)  What are my limitations?   
(v)  Understanding these things, then we can begin to move into those areas 

where we are gifted.   
(vi)  And whatever our hands find to do in the church, we are to do it with all our 

might (Ecc. 9:10).   
 

b.  If we desire an office, then we simply need to compare our gifts and 
qualifications with what the Scripture requires.   
(i)  If they match, then we should seek that office; and when called to it, do it 

with all our might.   
(ii)  If they don’t, then we shouldn’t seek it.   
 

c.  But again, whatever we do, let’s do it humbly.   
(i)  We don’t have any reason to boast.   
(ii)  We didn’t give ourselves these gifts, God did.  He gave to each a gift and a 

measure of faith to exercise it.   
(iii)  We should use those gifts then in the right way:  He should receive the glory 

for them.   
(iv)  Richard Sibbes, another Puritan pastor of old, once wrote, “Let us take care 

to be and to do as we should, and then for noise and report, let it be good or ill 
as God will send it. . . . If we seek to be in the mouths of men, to dwell in the 
talk and speech of men, God will abhor us. . . . Therefore let us labor to be 
good in secret.  Christians should be as minerals, rich in the depth of the 
earth” (Golden Treasury).   

(v)  Henry Smith reminds us that if we seek to imitate Christ in this way, we will 
be honored with Him.  “As Christ ceased not to be a King because He was 
like a servant, nor to be a lion because He was like a lamb, nor to be God 
because He was made man, nor to be a judge because He was judged; so a 
man does not lose his honor by humility, but he shall be honored for his 
humility” (Golden Treasury).   

(vi)  May the Lord give us grace to walk humbly with Him.  Amen.   


