
“Beware Half-Truths” 
(Exodus 20:16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This evening, we’re continuing our consideration of the ninth commandment.   
a.  The commandment that governs our tongue.   
b.  The righteous use of language.   
c.  How we are to love our neighbor with our tongues.   
d.  How we are to promote the truth through language:  either speaking and 

writing.   
 
2.  Remember, language is one of our most powerful gifts.   

a.  With it, we can bless God and be a blessing to men.   
b.  Or with it we can – God forbid – curse Him and those made in His image 

(James 3:9).   
c.  It can be a tool in God’s hand to powerfully promote His kingdom through 

the Gospel.   
d.  Or it can be a tool in the devil’s hand to tear it down.   
e.  What we say makes a difference, which is why Jesus said we would account 

for our words.   
 

3.  But let’s not forget, our words are also an indicator of what’s in our hearts.   
a.  Jesus told His disciples, “Do you not understand that everything that goes 

into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated?  But the things that 
proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.  For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, slanders.  These are the things which defile the man; but to eat 
with unwashed hands does not defile the man” (Matt. 15:17-20).   

b.  Remember what Thomas Watson wrote, “Some care not what they say in 
their passion; they will censure. slander, and wish evil to others.  How can 
Christ be in the heart, when the devil has taken possession of the tongue? . . .  
Passion disturbs reason, it is brevis insania, a short frenzy. . . .  Let them 
whose tongues are set on fire, take heed that they do not one day in hell 
desire a drop of water to cool them” (Treasury).   

c.  What we say – how we use our tongues – shows what we are.   
d.  So again, as we look at the tongue, and how we use them, let’s consider also 

the state of our hearts.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Last week, we had only time to break ground in one area:  slander.   
 
 
2.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider the use of the tongue in relation to our neighbor:  we must not 
unjustly injure our neighbor with our words, but build them up.   

1.  The most obvious way we can injure our neighbor is by saying things about them 
that are lies.   

a.  We call this slander.   
b.  This is literally what the commandment forbids:  “You shall not bear false 

witness against your neighbor.”   
c.  Slander is to man what blasphemy is to God.   
d.  As a matter of fact, it’s the same word in the Greek.   
e.  It means saying something that isn’t true that is damaging to another’s 

character, reputation, or that gets them into trouble.   
f.  We have many examples in Scripture:   

(i)  Joseph was slandered by Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:14-18).   
(ii)  The land of Canaan was misrepresented by the 10 spies (Num. 14:36).   
(iii)  Mephibosheth was slandered by his servant Ziba:  “Then the king said, 

‘And where is your master's son?’  And Ziba said to the king, ‘Behold, he 
is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, “Today the house of Israel will restore 
the kingdom of my father to me’” (2 Sam. 16:3).   

(iv)  Jezebel hired two men to lie about Naboth (1 Kings 21:9-13).   
 

g.  We do the same thing when we lie about others.   
(i)  On the job, if we shift the blame to someone else when it was our fault.   
(ii)  In our minds, if we blame others for our deficiencies.   
(iii)  If we have turned brother against brother by the things we have said 

about them in secret.   
(iv)  Children, when you blame your brother or sister for the fight when you 

were also to blame.   
 

h.  Solomon writes, “There are six things which the LORD hates, yes, seven 
which are an abomination to Him:  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands 
that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run 
rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife 
among brothers” (Prov. 6:16-19).   

i.  And, “A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who tells lies will not 
escape” (19:5).   

j.  It’s one thing to lie to get out of trouble – that’s wrong in itself; but it’s 
doubly wrong when your lie hurts someone else.   

 
2.  Obviously, the Lord would have us not only not lie, but also tell the truth about 

our neighbor.   
a.  “‘These are the things which you should do:  speak the truth to one another; 

judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates.  Also let none of you 
devise evil in your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all these 
are what I hate,’ declares the LORD” (Zech. 8:16-17).   



3 

b.  More than that, He would have us do all we can to protect the good name of 
our neighbor:  “Open your mouth for the dumb, for the rights of all the 
unfortunate.  Open your mouth, judge righteously, and defend the rights of 
the afflicted and needy” (Prov. 31:8-9).   

c.  There are many ways in which we are to do this, as well as not to injure our 
neighbors good name which we won’t have time to get into tonight.   

d.  But let’s begin by examining our lives to see if we have injured our neighbor 
unjustly, unnecessarily, with our words and be ready in this area, as in that of 
the eighth commandment, to repent and make restitution as necessary.   

e.  And may the Lord help us to tame our tongues, use them for righteous 
purposes, to build up God’s people and His kingdom, and not to be tools in 
the devil’s hand to tear them down.   

 
 
II.  Sermon.   

A.   
B.   
C.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.   
B.  
 

2.  Bending the truth regarding them.  (Giving the truth a slant).  Partial truths.   
(1)1 Sam. 17:28; 2 Sam. 16:3; 2 Sam. 1:9,10,15,16 
 
11.  Saying things about them in a way that can be misunderstood, or understood in 

more than one sense.  (Speaking equivocally).   
Ps. 56:5; John 2:19 compared with Matt. 26:60,61;  
Gen. 3:5; Gen. 26:7,9   
 
13.  Purposely misunderstanding their words, intentions, actions.  Neh. 6:6-8; Rom. 

3:8; Ps. 69:10; 1 Sam. 1:13-15; 2 Sam. 10:3 
 

12.  Gossip, slander, backbiting, reviling, rash or harsh reproving or rebuking.  (Flat out 
injuring them with our tongues).  (19)Ps. 15:3  
(20)James 4:11; Jer. 38:4  
(21)Lev. 19:16  
(22)Rom. 1:29,30  
(23)Gen. 21:9 compared with Gal. 4:29  
(24)1 Cor. 6:10  
(25)Matt. 7:1  
(26)Acts 28:4  
(27)Gen. 38:24; Rom. 2:1  
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19.  Receiving, believing or publishing false reports. (Passing on information we know 
isn’t true).  (36)Exod. 23:1  
(37)Prov. 29:12  

 
 
 

7.  Be willing to believe the best and reject the worst.  (17)1 Cor. 13:6,7  
(18)Ps. 15:3  
(19)Prov. 25:23  

 
  


