
“Believe Him for Great Things” 

(Mark 8:1-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered another miracle of healing.   

a.  Leaving Tyre, Jesus went again to Galilee, where they brought a man to Him 

who was deaf and at least partially dumb, and Jesus healed him.   

b.  The fact that He healed the man with such immediate power left them 

amazed, so that all they could say was, “He does all things well.”   

 

2.  Hopefully this has left us with the same conviction:  Jesus is able to do all things 

well.   

a.  He can not only heal the body, He can also heal the soul.   

(i)  He can give spiritual hearing to the deaf.   

(ii)  Spiritual sight to the blind.   

(iii)  He can raise the dead to life.   

 

b.  The fact He can is one of the main reasons we should try and reach others 

with the Gospel.   

(i)  If all we could do was try and persuade others that they should come to 

Jesus – if it was entirely up to us to be convincing enough – we might not 

attempt it for fear that we just wouldn’t be able to do it well enough.   

(ii)  But the fact that Jesus can change hearts, that He does breathe life into 

the dead, that He will give sight to the spiritually blind and hearing to the 

spiritually deaf when and where He wills through the Gospel, should 

certainly encourage us to try.   

(iii)  If that isn’t enough, perhaps what we’ll look at this morning will help.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  In this passage, we see Jesus perform another miracle – He feeds four thousand 

people with seven loaves of bread and a few small fish.   

a.  This isn’t an accidental duplication of the feeding of the five thousand – this 

is a second time Jesus fed a multitude with such a small amount of food (Cf. 

vv. 19-20).   

b.  It’s very similar to the first story, but there is an important difference:   

(i)  The first time, the disciples really didn’t know what Jesus was capable of.   

(ii)  Now they were, but it didn’t seem to make any difference.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things from this passage:   

a.  First, that the Lord is capable of great things.   

b.  And second, you should remember that He is and look to Him to do great 

things.   

II.  Sermon.   



2 

A.  First, realize that the Lord is capable of great things.   

1.  He can do miracles.   

a.  He can do things no one else can do.   

(i)  That’s why people paid attention to Him.   

(ii)  That’s why these things proved He was sent from God and that His 

message was from God.   

 

b.  Here, we see another mighty work:  He was able to feed four thousand people 

with seven loaves of bread and a few small fish.   

(i)  We’ve heard this and the other things Jesus did so many times, we’re just 

not surprised any more.   

(ii)  Maybe it’s because we live in a world of special effects.   

(a)  The old movies looked real enough.   

(b)  But they’ve become so elaborate today that even what’s real seems 

less real.   

(c)  If we saw a miracle today, we might not even blink.   

 

(iii)  Let’s not miss what ’s happening here.   

(a)  Jesus is doing something that goes against the way things normally 

work.   

(b)  Breaking bread doesn’t increase the amount of bread you have, it only 

makes the pieces smaller – Jesus’ pile wasn’t staying the same size, it 

was getting larger.   

(c)  It would be like breaking the bread in the Lord’s Supper over and over 

again, each time the pile getting larger and larger until it filled the room 

– or like pouring wine from one small cup to more and more cups with 

the first cup never running dry.   

(d)  This was a miracle.   

(1)  Either the Lord was transforming the air into bread, or He was 

creating more bread.   

(2)  Either way, this was an act of divine power.   

 

2.  This is the kind of power Jesus has to get His work done.   

a.  He has supernatural power – as we’ve seen,  

(i)  He had the power to cast the demons out of possessed men (1:27).   

(ii)  He had the power to heal leprosy (vv. 41-42) and to give a man back the 

use of his arms and legs (2:12).   

(iii)  He could still the wind and the waves by speaking to them (4:39).   

(iv)  He could also raise the dead (5:42).   

(v)  He fed five thousand with something that amounted to a young boy’s 

lunch (6:42-44).   

(vi)  He defied the laws of gravity by walking on the water (v. 48).   

(vii)  He has divine power at His disposal.   

 

b.  And has He changed since then?  No, He is and always will be the same.   
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(i)  Jesus says, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” 

(Matt. 28:18).   

(ii)  He upholds all things by the Word of His power (1:3).   

(iii)  Your Lord is capable of great things.   

(iv)  And better still, He has promised to use this power to help you.   

 

B.  Second, you should remember that He is capable of great things and look to Him to 

do great things as you seek to serve Him.   

1.  Apparently, the disciples had forgotten this.   

a.  Jesus had just finished teaching this large crowd for three days.   

(i)  Because they didn’t have any food, if He sent them away hungry, they 

would faint – and some had come from a long way.   

(ii)  And so He wanted to feed them.   

(a)  This, by the way, is the reason we minister to physical, as well as 

spiritual, needs.   

(b)  People have both a body and a soul – we need to make sure the needs 

of both are provided for, if we are to win a hearing for the Gospel.   

 

b.  But what did the disciples say?   

(i)  Lord, we know you can do great things; we know you can feed them; just 

say the word and it will be done?   

(ii)  No.  They said, “Where will anyone be able to find enough bread here in 

this desolate place to satisfy these people?” (Mark 8:4).   

(iii)  They had forgotten what Jesus is capable of doing – they had forgotten 

the miracle of the five thousand.   

 

2.  If they could forget, how much more will you?   

a.  They lived with Jesus.   

(i)  They were eyewitnesses to everything we saw earlier.   

(ii)  They lived in a world without advanced technology, without modern 

science, without movies and television, without special effects.   

(iii)  When they saw what Jesus did, they were amazed beyond belief!   

(iv)  And yet even they forgot.   

(v)  How can you ever hope to believe and remember what Jesus is capable 

of, if even they weren’t able?   

 

b.  You can in the same way they also eventually could:   by His Holy Spirit.   

(i)  They didn’t seem to have this problem once the Lord poured His Spirit 

out on them at Pentecost.   

(ii)  This is the same Spirit Jesus has given you, if you are a believer this 

morning.   

(iii)  Through His work you can believe, you can remember, and you can act 

on that knowledge by faith.   

 

3.  You need to remember what Jesus is capable of and look to Him in faith 

expecting that He will put that power to work for you.   
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a.  That’s what those did who did great things for the Lord.   

(i)  That’s what Peter and John did after they were arrested and released.  

They prayed, “‘And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that 

Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You 

extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the 

name of Your holy servant Jesus.’  And when they had prayed, the place 

where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 

4:29-31).   

(ii)  That’s what George Whitefield did when he evangelized.  When he was 

at Blackheath in Kent, June 4, 1739, he wrote, “Took leave of my weeping 

friends, and went in company with many of them to Blackheath, where 

there was nearly as large a congregation as at Kennington the last Lord’s 

Day.  I think I never was so much enlarged since I have preached in the 

fields.  My discourse lasted nearly two hours, and the people were so 

melted down, and wept so loud, that they almost drowned my voice.  I 

could not but cry out, ‘Come, ye Pharisees, come and see the Lord Jesus 

getting Himself the victory’” (Journals, 179).   

(iii)  That’s what Spurgeon did when he preached.  He writes in his Soul 

Winner, “You must also believe in the power of that message to 

save people.  You may have heard the story of one of our first 

students, who came to me, and said, ‘I have been preaching now 

for some months, and I do not think I have had a single 

conversion.’  I said to him, ‘And do you expect that the Lord is 

going to bless you and save souls every time you open your 

mouth?’  ‘No, sir,’ he replied.  ‘Well, then,’ I said, ‘that is why 

you do not get souls saved.  If you had believed, the Lord would 

have given the blessing.’  I had caught him very nicely; but many 

others would have answered me in just the same way as he did.  

They tremblingly believe that it is possible, by some strange 

mysterious method, that once in a hundred sermons God might 

win a quarter of a soul.  They have hardly enough faith to keep 

them standing upright in their boots; how can they expect God to 

bless them?  I like to go to the pulpit feeling, ‘This is God’s Word 

that I am going to deliver in His name; it cannot return to Him 

void; I have asked His blessing upon it, and He is bound to give it, 

and His purposes will be answered, whether my message is a 

savour of life unto life, or of death unto death to those who hear 

it.’”   
 

b.  This is what we need to do.   

(i)  Jesus has given us the command, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
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Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt. 

28:19-20).   

(ii)  He has given us the promise, “I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age” (v. 20).   

(iii)  He has given us the power, “You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8).   

(iv)  What more do we need?   

(a)  We need to believe what He said.   

(b)  That He is not only able, but willing to do great things.   

(c)  We must believe and not forget.   

 

(v)  Jesus stands ready to help – He is both able and willing to do whatever is 

necessary to glorify His name.   

(vi)  He would be just as happy to work through you as anyone else, if you 

will just believe Him and seek to glorify Him.   

(vii)  And so be encouraged to look more to the Lord for greater things and 

expect that He will do them for His own glory.   

(viii)  If you’re not His this morning, look to Him as well – don’t forget that 

He is able to give sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf; He can raise 

the dead.  He will raise you and save you, if you look to Him.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 

 

 

 

 

 


