
”Behold Your King Is Coming” 
(Matthew 21:4-5) 

Introduction: The Christian Sabbath is a day ordained by the Lord in 
which we reflect upon the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. On 
this day, we remember His birth, when He took upon Himself our nature 
and was made in the likeness of sinful flesh by being born of the Virgin 
in the manger; we remember His perfect life, as He earned a perfect 
righteousness for His people by keeping the law; we remember His atoning 
death, as He bore the sins of His people in His body on the tree at His 
crucifixion; we remember His resurrection from the dead, as He 
demonstrated His victory over death, hell and the grave, by being raised 
on the third day; and we remember His ascension, as He was taken up to 
the right hand of the Father and crowned with glory and honor, receiving 
the kingdom over which He would rule until the consummation of the ages. 
On this day, we gather to worship this our Savior, to praise Him and to 
reaffirm our allegiance and humble obedience to our great King who is 
”LORD OVER ALL,” and worthy to receive all glory and honor. 

Though we do celebrate these great truths every week, it is at 
this time of the year that many are made more aware of these things. 
And it can become an opportunity for us to affect more people with 
these glorious realities. And so this morning we will be looking 
especially at the significance of Palm Sunday, the day in which our 
Lord entered the holy city of Jerusalem in order to give His life as 
a ransom for many. 

of Christ into the city of Jerusalem as He was preparing for His 
crucifixion. As He was approaching the city, He sent two of His 
disciples into Jerusalem to bring to Him a donkey and its foal, 
that He might ride upon them into the city. After bringing the 
animals, the disciples laid some of their clothes upon it, that 
Jesus may have a place to sit, and they proceeded into the city 
with the multitudes coming out, using their garments and palm 
branches to pave the way before Him as a sign of their willingness 
to submit to Him. This was Jesus’ final trip to Jerusalem, in 
order that He might lay down His life to gather His sheep into one 
fold. And what I want you to see this morning is that, 

In Matthew 21:l-11, we have the account of the triumphal entry 

Christ Jesus came into Jerusalem to fulfill God’s plan of 
redemption from all the ages in giving Himself up to die in the 
place of His people. 

I Jesus Entered the City Riding on the Colt of a Donkey to 
Fulfill all that the Prophets Had Foretold. 
A. Jesus, Knowing the Time Was Fulfilled, Resolutely Set His 

Face to Go to Jerusalem. 
1. Jesus’ mission was to bring in everlasting 

righteousness for His people. 
a. We are told in Daniel 9:24, ”SEVENTY WEEKS HAVE 

BEEN DECREED FOR YOUR PEOPLE AND YOUR HOLY CITY, TO 
FINISH THE TRANSGRESSION, TO MAKE AN END OF SIN, TO 
MAKE ATONEMENT FOR INIQUITY, TO BRING IN 
EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO SEAL UP VISION AND 
PROPHECY, AND TO ANOINT THE MOST HOLY.” 

b. Jesus was now at the end of the 69th week and was about 
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to be cut off that He might bring in what was promised. 

2. In order to accomplish this, Jesus had to go to Jerusalem. 
a. Out text says, ”SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 

’BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU.” 
b. It was Zion which was God’s holy city; it was in Zion 

that the prophets were all put to death; it was in Zion 
that this One was to give His life to bring life. 

c. Jesus wept over the city saying, ”0 JERUSALEM, 
JERUSALEM, WHO KILLS THE PROPHETS AND STONES THOSE 
WHO ARE SENT TO HER! HOW OFTEN I WANTED TO GATHER 
YOUR CHILDREN TOGETHER, THE WAY A HEN GATHERS HER 
CHICKS UNDER HER WINGS, AND YOU WERE UNWILLING” 
(Matt . 23: 37). Jerusalem, which had seen many 
great works of the Lord, yet rejected their King. 

d. Jesus also said that it was necessary for Him to die in 
that place. ”NEVERTHELESS I MUST JOURNEY ON TODAY AND 
TOMORROW AND THE NEXT DAY; FOR IT CANNOT BE THAT A 
PROPHET SHOULD PERISH OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM” (Luke 13:33). 

e. And so, as the time approached, Christ made His way 
straight to Jerusalem. ”AND IT CAME ABOUT, WHEN THE 
DAYS WERE APPROACHING FOR HIS ASCENSION, THAT HE 

MESSENGERS ON AHEAD OF HIM. AND THEY WENT, AND ENTERED 
A VILLAGE OF THE SAMARITANS, TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

JOURNEYING WITH HIS FACE TOWARD JERUSALEM” (Luke 

RESOLUTELY SET HIS FACE TO GO TO JERUSALEM; AND HE SENT 

HIM. AND THEY DID NOT RECEIVE HIM, BECAUSE HE WAS 

9:51-53). 

B. This Was Necessary for Him to Fulfill all Prophecy. 
1.  God’s plan from all eternity was revealed to His people 

through His servants the prophets. 
a. We know from Scripture that God’s plan was complete 

in His mind from all eternity. 
b. But before God brings it about He first reveals it 

to His servants the prophets, that they might make 
it known to His people, so that when it comes to 
pass, they will know that He is the Lord. 
ti) The prophet Amos said, ”SURELY THE LORD DOES 

NOTHING UNLESS HE REVEALS HIS SECRET COUNSEL 
TO HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS” (3: 7 ) . 

(ii) And in Isaiah 44:7, the Lord declares, ”AND WHO IS 
LIKE ME? LET HIM PROCLAIM AND DECLARE IT; YES, LET 
HIM RECOUNT IT TO ME IN ORDER, FROM THE TIME THAT I 
ESTABLISHED THE ANCIENT NATION. AND LET THEM 
DECLARE TO THEM THE THINGS THAT ARE COMING AND THE 
EVENTS THAT ARE GOING TO TAKE PLACE.” 

(iii) The Lord of history is the only One who can 
know the future. And by declaring it, He not 
only authenticates He messengers, but declares 
that He alone is the sovereign Lord. 

2. And in this unique and tremendously important event in 
Redemptive History, Christ came to give Himself 
according as it was foretold by the prophets. 
a. The Scriptures are filled with prophecies 
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concerning Messiah and His work. 
ti) As a matter of fact, Christ is the theme of 

the entire Scripture. 

was said to the serpent in the curse pronounced 
upon him, ”AND I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN YOU AND 
THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN YOUR SEED AND HER SEED; HE 
SHALL BRUISE YOU ON THE HEAD, AND YOU SHALL BRUISE 
HIM ON THE HEEL” (Gen. 3: 15). 

the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, 
up to their climactic encounter at the cross, and 
even beyond to the consummation of all things. 

tiil Even from the beginning, after the Fall of man, it 

tiiil The rest of the Scripture traces the development of 

b. Our text tells us, ”NOW THIS TOOK PLACE THAT WHAT 
WAS SPOKEN THROUGH THE PROPHET MIGHT BE FULFILLED.” 
ti) In the fullness of time, Christ came to 

fulfill all righteousness. 

accomplish all of His good pleasure. 
tiiil For this He was born; for this He came into 

the world; for this He would give His life, 
for this is what brought glory to His Father. 

tiil He yielded Himself up to the Father’s will to 

c. God’s plan is what must be fulfilled. 
ti) If there is certainty in anything, it is that 

God’s plan will reach its completion. 
tiil There are many things which you and I begin 

which we never finish. 
Maybe some of you children have started a 
model car or airplane, and never glued it all 
together, or put that final coat of paint on 
it, because you lost interest. 

around the house which have never been finished. 

nothing falls through the cracks. What He 
begins, He will finish. He sees things 
through to their completion. 

tiiil 

tivl Some of the adults here have started projects 

tvl But God doesn’t lose interest. With Him 

d. And this work of redemption which was completed by Christ, 
it is God’s intention to bring to completion through you. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

Christ came that there might be redemption, 
but His church exists that it might fulfill 
the proclamation of that redemption. 
You and I are a part of the church, the body 
of Christ, and we are included in God’s 
continuing plan to bring into His kingdom a 
mighty host which no man can number. 
Christ’s coming into Jerusalem to fulfill all 
righteousness did not finish all that God had 
planned. It provided the basis for it. 
God is still calling out His people from the 
world until the fullness of the Jews and the 
Gentiles have been gathered, and He is doing 
so through us. 
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tVl 

tvi l 

tviil 

And so we ought to be about the business of 
finding out what tasks God has assigned for us 
that we might join in this great work of the 
ages and see it through to its completion. 
And when our task is done, then we may enter 
into Christ’s everlasting rest and enjoy the 
blessings of heaven forevermore. Work comes 
before rest, and the rest doesn’t come until 
the race is completed. 
And so you must seek to know the will of God 
and seek as Christ did, to resolutely set your 
face as flint in the accomplishing of it for 
the glory of God. 

11. Jesus Came to Give Himself as a Sacrifice to Establish the New 

”SAY TO THE 
Covenant. 
A. His Riding on a Donkey Symbolized His Mission. 

DAUGHTER OF ZION, ’BEHOLD YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU, 
GENTLE, AND MOUNTED ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL 
OF A BEAST OF BURDEN. ’” 
1. He did not, as the great men, come riding into 

Jerusalem on a horse. 
a. Christ always took the road of humility. 

ti) He walked about on foot traveling from place 
to place doing good. 

tiil But here, in His time of greatest triumph, He 
comes riding upon the foal of a donkey. 
And even this donkey was not His own. He had 
nothing which belonged to Him, even this 
donkey was borrowed. 

tiiil 

b. But Christ, the King of His church, came for His 

It was predicted beforehand by the prophets 
people, and His people were not ready for Him. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

and His church was to be waiting for Him. 
”REJOICE GREATLY, 0 DAUGHTER OF ZION! SHOUT 
IN TRIUMPH, 0 DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM! BEHOLD, 
YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU; HE IS JUST AND 
ENDOWED WITH SALVATION, HUMBLE, AND MOUNTED 
ON A DONKEY, EVEN ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A 
DONKEY” (Zech. 9: 9 ) .  
He did not come in majesty and glory, but meek 
and lowly, riding upon a common donkey. 
He came as one who was to suffer much for 
Zion’s cause. ”HE WAS OPPRESSED AND HE WAS 
AFFLICTED, YET HE DID NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH; 
LIKE A LAMB THAT IS LEAD TO THE SLAUGHTER, AND 
LIKE A SHEEP THAT IS SILENT BEFORE ITS 
SHEARERS, SO HE DID NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH” (Isa. 
53: 71. 
And yet His people were not waiting for Him, 
they did not know the time of their visitation. 
The multitude that laid their clothes and palm 
branches in the road for Him, not more than 5 
days later cried out, ”LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED.” 
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c. The Bible tells us that Christ is coming again and 
His coming is to watched and waited for. 
ti) 

(ii) 

”THEREFORE BE ON THE ALERT, FOR YOU DO NOT KNOW 
WHICH DAY YOUR LORD IS COMING” (Matt. 24:42). 
They were not waiting for Him and many of them 
were destroyed. You must wait and watch as the 
Scriptures say, for He is coming again for each 
of us. 

d. Christ came the first time meek and lowly and 
mounted upon a donkey’s foal, but in the future He 
will ride upon a white horse and come in glory. 
ti) The apostle John tells us that His second coming 

will be glorious, ”AND I SAW HEAVEN OPENED; AND 
BEHOLD, A WHITE HORSE, AND HE WHO SAT UPON IT IS 
CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE; AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS HE 
JUDGES AND WAGES WAR” (Rev. 19: 11 1. 

we will enter into the marriage of the Lamb. 
(iii) If we are not ready when He returns, then He 

will close the door against us and say, 
”DEPART FROM ME, I NEVER KNEW YOU. ” 

(ii) If we are ready as the five wise virgins, then 

2. But even more deeply symbolized in this event is the 
mission of the Messiah. 
a. A donkey was commonly used in the ratification 

ceremonies in the making of covenants. 
ti) To make a covenant was often called ”cutting a 

covenant” because of the practice of dividing 
an animal in two and of having the two parties 
of the covenant walk between the pieces. 

(ii) In doing so the two parties were agreeing that 
if either of them broke the covenant, then the 
curse would come down upon them. ”If I break 
this covenant, may I become like this animal.” 

(iii) The shedding of the blood then ratified the 
covenant, that is, it confirmed it, it 
established it, it set it in action. 

(iv) And for this purpose, the donkey was 
frequently used in the near east. 

b. And so Christ came riding on a donkey to show that 
He was to be the sacrifice which was to ratify the 
New Covenant. 
ti) In Genesis 49:ll-12, we see that imagery as 

Jacob prophecies concerning the future of 
Judah, ”THE SCEPTER SHALL NOT DEPART FROM 
JUDAH, NOT THE RULER’S STAFF FROM BETWEEN HIS 
FEET, UNTIL SHILOH COMES, AND TO HIM SHALL BE 
THE OBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLES. HE TIES HIS 
FOAL TO THE VINE, AND HIS DONKEY’S COLT TO THE 
CHOICE VINE; HE WASHES HIS GARMENTS IN WINE, 
AND HIS ROBES IN THE BLOOD OF GRAPES.” 

(ii) Shiloh comes, mounted upon a colt, to shed His 
blood to pay for the sins of His people. 
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c. His mission was to give Himself as a sacrifice to 
turn away the wrath of God from his people and to 
satisfy God’s justice. 
ti) If the Father was to show mercy, it was 

tii) God is too holy to merely overlook sin. 
necessary that it be done in this way. 

tiii) If He was to forgive the sins of any, He must 

tiv) And so Christ came to take the place of God’s 
have a just basis to do so. 

people on the accursed cross, to save them 
from their sins. 

the foundation of the world that He might 
bring about reconciliation between God and His 
people. 

tv) He was the Lamb which was slain from before 

B. Christ Came to Give His Life for the People of God, that 
They Should no Longer Live for Themselves but for Him Who 
Died and Rose Again on Their Behalf. God Calls You to 
Offer Yourself Up to Him as Well as a Living Sacrifice. 
1.  Christ came as an example that we should follow in His 

foot steps. 
a. Christ’s life is an example of what you are called 

b. Christ’s entire life was one whole and complete 

c. Can you, who are believers in Christ, and partakers 

of the Lord to be and do. 

sacrifice to do the Father’s will. 

of His great sacrifice on your behalf, do any 
1 ess? 

2. But unlike Jesus, you do not have the strength that you 
need in yourselves, and so God graciously gives you the 
means to appropriate the strength of Christ. 
a. The Father knows what you have need of and He 

supplies it. 
b. Not one of you here has the strength to serve the 

Lord in an acceptable manner, apart from Christ. 
c. And that is why you need to be nourished by Him daily. 
d. Christ does feed and tend His lambs continually 

from heaven through the Word, sacraments and 
prayer, which He daily calls you to exercise. 

3. But of course, you who are yet outside of Christ and 
have no interest in Him, have no ability to serve Him 
or to please Him. 
a. God accepts the righteousness of His Son in the 

place of His people’s that they might be acceptable 
in His sight. 

laced with sin. 
b. Our works will never do, they are incomplete and 

c. But Christ’s righteousness is flawless, it is perfect. 
d. Our works are like filthy rags, but Christ’s are 

e. We are like common granite or sandstone in the eyes of 

f. Before God, standing in our own righteousness, we 

like a king’s royal robes. 

the jeweler, but Christ is like the most precious jewel. 

are like vile and vicious criminals, but clothed in 
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the righteousness of His Son, we are like His own 
beloved and precious Christ. 

g. This transformation from our worthlessness to the 
preciousness of Christ, comes only by saving faith 
in Him, by embracing Him and taking Him to be our 
all and everything. 

Lord Jesus Christ in order to be saved from that 
which your works can never deliver you. 

you will embrace life itself. 

indication that you have embraced Him. Remember, the 
crowd which praised Him at His triumphal entry were the 
same people who cried out for His crucifixion. 

k. You must come to Him and ask Him in His mercy to 
change your heart and give you a love for Him which 
will never fail. Come to Christ today and live! 

h. You must turn from your sins and believe on the 

i. Turn to Christ; take hold of Him, and in so doing 

j. Temporary joy or rejoicing in His presence is no 


