
 

“Behold, My Mother and My Brothers!” 
(Matthew 12:46-50) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Jesus to this point has had nothing good to say about these Jews who rejected Him, because 
there really was nothing good about them.  If a person can look at the One who is the express image of the 
glorious God Himself and reject Him, he must have a very wicked heart.  As a matter of fact, this is exactly 
what the Bible says about all who will not believe in Christ.  They have hearts of stone.  Their hearts are as 
inflexible as rocks.  They are not at all tender towards God or His Son, which is why it is impossible for 
anyone in this condition to savingly trust in Christ, apart from the gracious work of His Holy Spirit.  And 
yet, from what Jesus has already told us, some hearts can be harder than others.  Some of the Pharisees 
were so hardened against the truth that they thought Jesus was in league with the devil himself.  Others 
weren’t quite as hard, but were still rejected by Christ because they would not believe.  They weren’t past 
all hope, like the first group, but they would eventually be condemned, unless they repented and embraced 
this One who was sent into the world to save His people.  However, the added problem they faced was that 
the more they heard the Word of God and rejected it, the harder their hearts would become on earth, and 
the less likely their conversion would be, humanly speaking.   
  But having said this, the chapter now ends on a more positive note.  Having given us the terrible 
picture of what will happen to those who reject Him, Jesus now gives to us a wonderful picture of what will 
happen to those who actually do receive Him and walk in His ways.  It is the same blessing that we will 
receive today, if we will meet these same qualifications.  He says,  
 
  Those who believe in Him, and show that they do through their obedience to the Father, are His 
spiritual brothers and sisters and mothers, His true family.   
 
I.  First, we see what we might at first consider the surprising reaction of Jesus’ earthly family to His 

ministry.  Matthew writes, “While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His mother 
and brothers were standing outside, seeking to speak to Him” (v. 46).   
A.  The first thing I would like to note briefly is that even though the religious leaders rejected Jesus 

and were severely condemned by Him, there were still others there who were willing to listen.  Jesus 
was still speaking to the multitudes even after His rejection by the religious leaders.   
1.  Jesus didn’t just quit when things became hard.  Even though there were some who wouldn’t 

listen, this didn’t mean that all wouldn’t.  And so Jesus turned from the leaders to talk to the 
more common people.  They’re usually the ones who will listen anyway, because their hearts are 
usually not as hardened by pride.   

2.  This should encourage us that even if we talk to some who don’t want to hear about the Gospel, 
there are others who will.   
a.  The Lord doesn’t tell us that we need to keep arguing with obstinate people until we convince 

them of the truth.  If they don’t receive what we have to say, we can move on to someone 
who will.  And we had better move on, because of all the people who have yet to be 
evangelized.   

b.  Salesmen know that if they can’t sell their product to one person, there are others who will 
buy it.  It would be foolish for them to try to get one person to buy something he doesn’t 
want, when there are others who are looking for the very thing they are selling.   

c.  The same is true with Christianity.  It’s not that we are selling it.  Salvation is the free gift of 
God.  But we recognize that God works in the hearts of some and not others.  To some He 
gives a heart of flesh, and to others He leaves their hearts in their stony condition.  If we 
offer the bread of life to someone who isn’t hungry, he’ll never eat it; but if to someone 
hungry, he will.  We need to keep holding that bread out until we find those who are hungry.  
They are there, but we need to be patient, like our Lord.   

 
B.  But we read that while He was still speaking with the people who had assembled there, His mother 

and brothers stood outside, wanting to talk to Him.   
1.  Sometimes I think we forget that Jesus had a family, and that He did interact with them from 

time to time.   
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a.  Jesus had an adopted father.  His name was Joseph.  It appears as though Joseph might have 
died early on in Jesus’ life, since we really don’t read anything more about him after their 
trip to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old.   

b.  But Jesus also had a mother.  Her name was Mary.  And He had brothers, whose names were 
James, Joseph, Simon and Judas (Matt. 13:55).  Mary apparently believed in Jesus very early 
on.  In her Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), she speaks about how she rejoices in God her Savior, 
and understood that He had sent this child she was carrying in her womb into the world to 
save her from her sins.  She was even the one who came to Jesus to ask Him to perform His 
first public miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee.   

c.  But His brothers did not believe in Him until later.  In John 7:2-5, we read, “Now the feast of 
the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand.  His brothers therefore said to Him, ‘Depart from 
here, and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which You are 
doing.  For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly.  If 
You do these things, show Yourself to the world.’  For not even His brothers were believing 
in Him.”   

 
2.  Matthew tells us that these now come to Jesus, and it is very important that we understand why 

they came.   
a.  We don’t read about it here, but we do in Mark’s Gospel.  In chapter 3, verses 20-21, Mark 

writes, “And He *came home, and the multitude *gathered again, to such an extent that they 
could not even eat a meal.  And when His own people heard of this, they went out to take 
custody of Him; for they were saying, ‘He has lost His senses.’”   

b.  What follows is the whole episode about the scribes and Pharisees accusing Him of casting 
out demons through Beelzebul, as we have seen in Matthew.  And then Mark gives us a 
parallel account of our text this morning.  He writes, “And His mother and His brothers 
*arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him, and called Him.  And a multitude was 
sitting around Him, and they *said to Him, ‘Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are 
outside looking for You.’  And answering them, He *said, ‘Who are My mother and My 
brothers?’  And looking about on those who were sitting around Him, He *said, ‘Behold, My 
mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and 
mother’” (vv. 31-35).   

c.  Jesus had come home.  This could be referring to Nazareth or to Capernaum.  I think it was 
probably Peter’s house in Capernaum, because if He had been in Nazareth, not only would 
His family not have had to come to where He was to take custody of Him, but there also 
would not have been a crowd gathered inside the house, because Jesus Himself said a 
prophet has no honor in his own home town (Matt. 13:57).   

d.  But a multitude had gathered in the house.  The stir about what Jesus was doing was so great, 
that people were coming from everywhere to hear Him.  It was so great, that His mother and 
brothers thought that Jesus had gone too far.  They thought Jesus had lost His senses; in other 
words, that He was out of His mind.  And so they had come to restrain Him.  It’s not so 
surprising that the brothers would think this.  But it does seem strange that Mary would.  
Apparently, she didn’t fully realize what it was that Jesus had come to do, or the impact that 
His ministry would make.  But not realizing that Jesus was doing exactly what He was sent 
by the Father to do, she and her sons were coming out to stop Him.   

e.  Now what was really happening here?  Was this the enemy at work trying to interfere with 
His work, through His relatives.  Was this a work of their flesh:  they didn’t like the attention 
that it was drawing to their family?  Was it out of concern for Jesus, since the leaders now 
wanted to kill Him?  We really don’t know for sure.  But this does tell us that sometimes it’s 
possible even for those who may mean well to get in the way of God’s work.   

f.  Sometimes we may find well meaning friends or family members who think that they know 
better what about what we should and shouldn’t say and do for the Lord, and so they try and 
stop us, especially when what we are doing upsets others or involves the danger of 
persecution.  But even though they may be well meaning, sometimes they actually end up 
working against God.  Jesus’ mother and brothers came down to restrain Jesus because they 
thought He had lost His mind, when instead He was saying and doing precisely what His 
Father intended.  We must be careful that we don’t go by our feelings or inclinations when 
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we judge what the Lord’s will is.  We may also in the end find ourselves fighting against 
God.   

 
II.  Jesus’ family came out to restrain Him, but because of the crowd, they couldn’t get near Him.  So 

someone in the crowd relayed the message that they were standing outside wanting to speak to 
Him.   
A.  Christ’s reply to this person is very instructive.  He said, “‘Who is My mother and who are My 

brothers?’  And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, ‘Behold, My mother and My 
brothers!” (vv. 48-49).   
1.  Jesus didn’t deny that those standing outside were His relatives.   

a.  Certainly, He must have honored His mother and loved His brothers as the Lord commands 
us to, because this is what God requires in the Law, and Jesus always kept the Law perfectly.   

b.  Christ is our example in everything, so that we may always look to Him to show us exactly 
what it is we should be doing in every relationship we’re in.   

 
2.  However, He does show us here that even though He did love them, He did not honor what they 

had come to do.  He was not willing to let them get in the way of His work.   
a.  Jesus shows us here that when our relatives, or anyone else for that matter, stands in the way 

of our doing God’s will, we must be willing to set them aside temporarily.   
b.  The disciples had to leave their wives and children and homes for a time, in order to do what 

Christ had called them to.  Jesus told them it had to be that way, if they were to be His 
disciples.  Their love and affection for Him had to be greater than anything else, so that 
nothing would stand in the way of their service to Him.  Jesus tells us that the same must be 
true of us as well, if we would follow Him.  He says in Luke 14:26, “If anyone comes to Me, 
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”  He says in Matthew 10, “He who 
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter 
more than Me is not worthy of Me.  And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 
is not worthy of Me.  He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for 
My sake shall find it” (vv. 37-39).   

c.  Our Lord Jesus was so fervent in His love for the Father, that He not only laid aside Himself 
and His own needs, but He also sometimes laid His dearest relations aside, in order to do the 
work the Father had called Him to.  The disciples were so filled with their love to Christ, that 
they were willing to do the same.  The Lord tells us that we must do this as well, if we are to 
be His disciples.   

d.  At the same time Jesus teaches us that we must never think poorly of our relatives and friends 
who may need to neglect us for a time to serve the Lord.  Sometimes what the Lord calls 
them to do means that we will have to give them up for a while.  At times like this, He calls 
us also to deny ourselves and our own desires to have them with us, rather than to keep them 
from their service to God.   

 
B.  But notice that Jesus also points out how much more important His spiritual family is than His 

earthly family.  After He asked, “Who is My mother and My brothers” (v. 48), He stretched out His 
hand toward His disciples and said, “Behold, My mother and My brothers!” (v. 49).   
1.  Jesus shows us here that He preferred His spiritual family to His natural one.  He would rather 

minister to them than speak to His relatives.  We are not told whether or not He even 
acknowledged that His natural family was there, but that He continued to teach those who had 
gathered to hear Him.   

2.  And notice who it is that is in this relationship with Christ.   
a.  He did not point to all the people who were there, but to His disciples, and He said, “Behold, 

My mother and My brothers!” (v. 49).   
b.  Who are the disciples of Christ?  Who are His spiritual relatives?  Jesus tells us in verse 50, 

“For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and 
mother.”  They are the ones who do the will of His Father:  not those who only hear it, or 
only know it, or only talk about it, but those who do it.  These are His brothers, His sisters 
and His mother.  Those who had left everything to follow Him and embraced His teaching 
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were nearer and dearer to Him than any earthly relations.  And the reason they were was that 
He was also nearer and dearer to them than any earthly relation.   

c.  If we would be Christ’s disciples, if we would be a part of His spiritual family, then we must 
love Him more than any other as well.  This means, husbands, you must love Him more than 
your wives.  And wives, you must love Him more than your husbands.  Parents, you must 
love Him more than your children, and children, you must love Him more than your parents, 
and more than your brothers and sisters.  Christ must be the nearest and dearest to you.  If He 
is, you will also be nearest and dearest to Him.   

d.  But let’s also not forget what Jesus tells about this spiritual family:  It is much larger than any 
family we might need to give up on earth.  It’s not that all of us will, but some of us might 
need to, if our family members are not believers.  Jesus says that those who leave their 
earthly families to follow Him, will gain a much greater spiritual family.  He tells us in Mark 
10:29-30, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that he shall 
receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal 
life.”  No Christian ever loses a true relative when he follows Christ.  If our relatives don’t 
love Him, they really don’t love us either.  Jesus said if they hated Him, they will hate us also 
(John 15:18-19).  But if we love Jesus, then everyone else who loves Him will also love us.  
Our family will not shrink, but grow tremendously, and these are family members that we 
can keep forever.   

e.  What a blessing it must have been to the disciples to see Christ point at them and call them 
His family.  But this is exactly the same blessing which is ours today, if we too are His 
disciples.  Christ loves us, walks with us, dwells in us, will take care of us in this world, and 
also in the world to come.   

f.  In closing, I would ask you to examine your heart and your life this morning to see whether or 
not you are Christ’s disciple.  Have you received the life of Christ in your soul?  Do you 
know that you have by the love which you have for Him that is more than for any other?  Do 
you show that you love Him by constantly striving to put off all your sins and to put on all 
obedience?  Do you enjoy spending time with fervent Christians, more than spending time 
with your earthly relatives who don’t know Him?  If so, then rejoice, this blessing of 
adoption is yours.  Christ is yours.  You are His brothers and sisters and mothers.  Christ has 
given you a spiritual family with which to serve Him on earth, and has also pledged to take 
care of you throughout your life and to all eternity.   

g.  But if you can’t honestly say that you love Christ above all others, that you don’t prefer the 
spiritual family of God to your unconverted family members, if you are not working to put 
off your sins and to put on obedience, then you need to come to Christ for His mercy and 
grace.  The Lord never takes those who remain rebels against Him to heaven.  He says that 
He will destroy all of His enemies in hell.  But if you will lay down your weapons, and bow 
the knee to Christ, and receive Him as your Lord and Savior, and serve Him faithfully all the 
rest of your days on earth, then He will take you to be with Him in heaven forever.  If you 
are a stranger to the grace of Christ this morning, come to Him now.  The Lord is gracious 
and rich in mercy.  He will save you from your sins.  No one has ever perished who has taken 
hold of Him by faith.  May the Lord grant you His grace to do so.  Amen.   


