
 

“Be Merciful as Your Father Is Merciful” 
(Luke 6:27-36) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  It occurred to me this week, as I was thinking about the kind of love that 
God calls us to have for Him and one another, that there was one rather large area that I 
haven’t yet dealt with.  Jesus, when He was asked by the lawyer what the greatest 
commandment in the Law was, replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost 
commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On 
these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40).  We 
have seen what it means to love God and the things of God.  And we have seen what it 
means to love our brethren, and how this supernaturally flows out of our love for God.  
But what we have not yet dealt with is what it means to love our neighbor, who is not a 
professing believer, nor what it means to love our enemies, whether they are professing 
Christians or not.   
 Remember, though our first priority is to love our brethren, this does not mean that 
there aren’t others that we are to love as well.  In other words, our neighbors are not just 
fellow-believers.  As I’ve said in the past, “neighbor” can refer to anyone who is near to 
us.  A person who simply walks up to us off the street, is our neighbor.  The Good 
Samaritan didn’t live anywhere near the Jew whom he stopped to help.  He just happened 
to be near him and saw that he was in need.  Jesus said that if we are to be good neighbors, 
we must do the same as He, even though the one whom we help might also be our enemy.  
Just think about what kind of an impact this must have made on that Jew.  Do you suppose 
that after that encounter, that he still hated all Samaritans?  There was at least one whom 
he didn’t.  That kind of supernatural love can change people, if God blesses it to that 
purpose.  In any case, it will certainly leave a lasting impression.  The reason that it will 
is because it is a love which is beyond what we can produce in our own flesh.  It is a 
supernatural love.  And it produces a supernatural mercy, which is directed to all men, 
whether they are our enemies or not.  And this is what Jesus tells us this morning in our 
passage.  What He says is,  
 
 We should show love and mercy even to those who hate us.   
 
I.  First, we see the command of Jesus to this kind of love.   

A.  The way He does so is through a series of commands, which all have the same 
focus:  love.   
1.  He says, “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies.”   

a.  He addresses those who hear, because He knows that there are many out there 
who have not been given ears to hear by the Father.  They hear what He is 
saying well enough, but they are unwilling to respond in their hearts, because 
what they hear makes them angry.  It is not what they want to do.   

b.  But for those who have been given ears by the grace of God, He gives them 
the command to love their enemies.   

c.  Now certainly, if you can love your enemies, you won’t have any trouble 
loving any others.  As I said before, loving your enemies is about the hardest 
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thing in the world to do.  The fact that they are your enemies means that they 
harbor some kind of grudge in their hearts against you.  They don’t desire 
your well-being, but they want to hurt you in some way.   

d.  The natural reaction to this is to retaliate and to hate them back, thus making 
the feeling mutual.  Bitterness, hatred, sinful anger is very destructive.   

e.  Now if this continues, eventually it will drive you apart for good.  But if it is 
overcome on one side or the other, so that one of you stops hating and begins 
loving, there is at least a chance of reconciliation.   

f.  Jesus says that we, as His children, need to be the first ones to do this.  
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy . . . Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matt. 5:7, 9).  Paul writes, 
“If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” (Rom. 
12:18).   

g.  Love your enemies.  This doesn’t mean that you will like what they are 
doing, nor their attitude towards you, but it means that you will love them in 
return for their hatred.   

 
2.  How are we to do this?   

a.  First, you can “Do good to those who hate you.”  When someone does 
something evil to you, such as making a false accusation against you, or tries 
to injure you or your reputation in some way, do not retaliate, do not strike 
back.  And if they hate you in their hearts only, and not outwardly, which 
things you can tell by their attitude, do not hate them back.  Do good to them 
instead.  Paul writes, in Romans 12:20-21, “‘But if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap 
burning coals upon his head.’  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.”  This does not mean that you are to do good so that God may pour 
His wrath out upon him.  You are to do so with a good intent in your heart, 
otherwise, God will see it and will turn away His wrath.  But instead you are 
to do so from your heart, really seeking the welfare of your enemy.  If you do, 
the Lord, if it isn’t otherwise in His plan to save that person, will return wrath 
on his head, as burning coals of fire.   

b.  Second, “Bless those who curse you.”  When the one who hates you curses 
you to your face, or what is even worse, does so to others, do not curse them 
back.  When they slander you or try to make others hate you, do not return the 
same evil to them.  Give them a blessing instead.  Seek that they might have 
the Lord’s blessing on their life.  Seek that they might prosper, not while they 
are still in their state of rebellion against Him, but that He might turn their 
hearts away from that rebellion and come to Him.  For this is what it truly 
means to love someone.   

c.  Third, “Pray for those who mistreat you.”  Pray that the Lord would may turn 
them from their wicked ways, into the paths of righteousness.  Pray that He 
might bring them to their senses, and that they might escape the wrath which is 
to come.   

d.  Fourth, “Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also.”  This does 
not mean that you are to make yourself into a punching bag for another, so that 
you let them beat you up unmercifully.  Nor does it mean that you are not 
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allowed to defend yourself or others.  But it means that if someone injures you 
in some way, if they offend you, you are not immediately to retaliate.  Calvin 
writes, “The observation of Augustine, ‘that this does not lay down a rule for 
outward actions,’ is true, of it be properly understood.  I admit that Christ 
restrains our hands, as well as our minds, from revenge:  but when anyone has 
it in his power to protect himself and his property from injury, without 
exercising revenge, the words of Christ do not prevent him from turning aside 
gently and inoffensively to avoid the threatened attack” (Commentaries 
16:299).  When someone does something to hurt you, you are not to hurt them 
back, but rather prepare yourself for another attack which may very well come.   

e.  Fifth, “And whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from 
him either.”  The parallel passage in Matthew 5:40, indicates that what is 
happening here is a lawsuit.  If someone takes you to court, and you are 
wrongfully found to be guilty, you should give up your coat, with no fight or 
desire for revenge.  And if they take what is even closer to you, your shirt -- 
the coat and shirt being the two necessary articles of clothing for the Jew --, 
you are not to hold that back either.  You are to submissively let it go.  The 
Mosaic Law did protect a poor man from losing his outer garment, or cloak.  
Moses writes in Exodus 22:26-27, “If you ever take your neighbor's cloak as a 
pledge, you are to return it to him before the sun sets, for that is his only 
covering; it is his cloak for his body. What else shall he sleep in? And it shall 
come about that when he cries out to Me, I will hear him, for I am gracious.”  
But here, even that right is not to be insisted upon, but we are to very patiently 
bear up under the wrongs we are inflicted with.   

f.  Sixth, Jesus says, “Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away 
what is yours, do not demand it back.”  We are to be very liberal in our giving.  
If someone in need asks for help, we should be willing to help them.  If they 
need money to meet their daily needs, we must lend it to them, without 
interest.  If they cannot pay it back, we must not demand it back, but accept 
the loss.  Our wishing them well doesn’t do anything towards meeting their 
needs.  James writes, “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be 
filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use 
is that?’” (2:15-16).  The Lord tells us that we should open our hands wide to 
them, according to our ability, especially if the one asking is a brother or sister.  
It may also be referring again to a lawsuit, because of its connection with the 
following statement.  If someone sues us, and takes away what is ours, we are 
to bear with it patiently.  Or if someone takes something from us forcefully, if 
someone steals what is yours during the night, or even during the day, we are 
to do the same.  If we may, without anger and hatred, use the laws to try and 
recover what has been taken, we may.  But if not, we must submit to it and not 
seek revenge.  We must not demand it back.   

g.  To sum it up, we must always repay good for evil.  We are not to seek 
revenge.  We will not be able to do this until we have denied ourselves.  If 
our own honor is more important than Christ’s, we will tend to disregard 
Christ’s command.  But if His honor lies nearest to our hearts, then we will 
surely do what He has said, we will love even those who hate us.  We will 
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seek for their good and for their salvation.  There will be a sincere desire in 
our hearts to see them turn from their wicked ways to God.  And, there will 
also be this added consolation, that if they do not turn from their wicked ways, 
God will require it from their hands on the day of His judgment.  God will 
exact revenge.  He may even begin to do so in this life.   

 
B.  Jesus summarizes this command in this way, “And just as you want people to treat 

you, treat them in the same way” (v. 31).   
1.  If we would only think about this principle before we act, how many conflicts 

could be avoided?   
2.  We must always think before we act.  We must say to ourselves, “If the shoe 

were on the other foot, and someone was coming to me to do the same that I am 
about to do to them, how would I want them to deal with me?”  The answer to 
this question will determine how you should act.   
 

II.  Now, Jesus goes through a series of questions which bring out the reasonableness 
of what He is commanding.   
A.  He says, “And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For 

even sinners do the same” (v. 32).   
1.  Its not hard to love those who already love you.  Even those with unconverted 

hearts, who are dead in their sins to the things of God, are able to do this.   
2.  But what about loving those who hate you?   
 

B.  “And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For 
even sinners do the same” (v. 33).   
1.  The same thing applies here.  When people do good things for you, as you are 

able, you like to return good to them.  If they helped you fix meals or clean your 
house when you were ill and unable to do it, you most likely wanted to return the 
favor when they were in the same situation.  But even sinners will do this for 
other sinners.   

2.  But how much more difficult is it, when you were sick and these people didn’t 
help you, even though they were able to do so, to go and help them when they 
need you.  How very difficult especially when they not only did not help you, but 
also persecuted and hated you!   

 
C.  “And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to 

you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount” (v. 
34).   
1.  Again, this is what all men are able to do.  It doesn’t require a supernatural love 

to lend, or even to give, your money to someone else, if you expect to receive it 
back again.  Anyone can do this!   

2.  The difficult thing is to let go of it, especially when the one you are giving to has 
hated you and done many things to hurt you.   

 
D.  But this is exactly what Jesus calls us to do.  He says to us, “But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful 
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and evil men.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”   
1.  We are to return love for hatred.  We are to return good for evil.  And we are to 

give, without expecting to receive anything back.  And this, we are to do to our 
enemies!   
a.  But how can we do this?  How can we love in this way when we would all 

admit in our hearts that this is not what our first inclination would be?   
b.  As we have seen, it requires a nature above nature, it requires a supernatural 

kind of love.   
c.  But this is exactly what Christ gives to us in the new birth.  It may be great or 

small, but it is there.  And if it is there, we can do it!   
 
2.  But if we do what Christ commands, won’t we end up losing out in the end?  

Won’t we be forced to sit idly by while others spoil our houses?   
a.  Not really.  Remember, this is not a blanket statement that tells us that we 

must surrender all of our goods to any who would come to us for help.   
b.  The real focus of this passage is to teach us not to retaliate, even against those 

who try and take them from us.  A good illustration of this was how the SCCA 
board put up with their evil neighbor, who kept wanting to use more and more 
of their property unjustly.  By their not fighting back with anger, but 
answering in brotherly love, their neighbor is now at peace with them.  Yes, 
they did lose something in the process.  But what they gained was a lot more 
important.  They learned a lesson in Christ-likeness, and they made a friend 
out of an enemy.   

c.  And yet, there are even more valuable things to be gained.  Jesus says that if 
we do this, our reward will be great in heaven.  Can the giving up of any or all 
of our possessions possibly be compared with the glories of the eternal 
inheritance in God’s kingdom which we will receive?  When we came to 
Christ, we recognized that all that we have is His anyway.  Can we now tell 
Him that He has no right to do what He wills with them?  Of course not!  But 
when we are submissively obedient from our hearts to His will, God repays us 
with the rewards of His grace.  He does not take away only to leave us 
destitute.  He has promised that He will provide for us.  And He has promised 
that He will reward us in such a way that no one will ever be able to take those 
things away again.   

d.  But an even more valuable reward is promised to us here.  Jesus says, “And 
you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and 
evil men.”  When we fulfill this commandment through obedience, we reflect 
the same nature of God, who does for His enemies exactly what He commands 
us to do for ours.  God gives to all men, even the wicked, His sun to shine on 
them and His rain to water their crops.  He provides food, clothing, shelter, 
family and friends, and that to His enemies.  When we do the same, we show 
that we have His same Spirit within us.  We show that we share in the divine 
nature.  We show that we are truly His sons.   

 
3.  We are to do this by being merciful, even as He is merciful.   

a.  Isn’t this what the Savior did?  When James and John wanted to call down 
fire from heaven to destroy the village of the Samaritans because they 
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wouldn’t receive Jesus, what did Jesus do?  Did He say, “Go ahead.  Destroy 
those miserable sinners”?  No.  He rebuked them, and told them that they did 
not know what spirit they were of.  He did not come to destroy men’s lives, 
but to save them (Luke 9:51-56).   

b.  When Jerusalem rejected Christ and His doctrine, was Jesus vindictive, did 
He want to destroy those wretches?  No.  When He approached the city, just 
prior to the Crucifixion, He wept over it, and said, “If you had known in this 
day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been 
hidden from your eyes.  For the days shall come upon you when your enemies 
will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and hem you in on every 
side, and will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they 
will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize 
the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:41-44).  Did the idea of their destruction 
bring delight to Jesus?  No.  Even then, He wept over the idea of what they 
would undergo, because they rejected Him.  He did this even in the light of 
His approaching death on the cross, that He would suffer at their hands.   

c.  And even when He was on the cross, having been so unjustly treated by His 
own people, did He utter threats of the coming judgment of God?  No.  He 
prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” 
(Luke 23:34).  This is what Jesus was like.  And this is what Jesus has put in 
the hearts of His children to do as well.   

d.  Stephen, when he was being unjustly stoned for following Christ, prayed, 
“‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’  And having said this, he fell 
asleep” (Acts 7:60).   

e.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “When we are reviled, we bless; when we are 
persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have 
become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now” (1 
Cor. 4:12).   

f.  It is a high calling.  And none of us can do it in our own strength.  And many 
of us have miserably failed.  But if you are Christ’s, you know that God has 
given you the desire to do it.  You also know that Christ mercifully forgives 
your failures when you come to Him and confess them.  And you know that 
Christ bids you to come to Him to receive the strength to make this command a 
reality in your life.  Let us come to Him then, and ask Him to so fill our hearts 
with His love and mercy, that we would reflect His perfect image and that of 
His Father.   

g.  And if there are any of you here this morning that recognize concerning 
yourself that there is none of this love in your heart, and that you are a stranger 
to God’s grace, we will pray for you as well that you might know the love and 
mercy of God, that you might embrace His Son with all your heart, and that 
you might be saved from His coming wrath and brought into His kingdom.   

h.  Let us come now to the fountain of life.  Let us come to Christ.   


