
“Be Careful What You Think of Others” 
(1 Samuel 22:13-14) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Orientation.   

1.  God calls us to protect life:  our own and others.   
2.  He calls us to guard our hearts against hating others.   
3.  He doesn’t want us to get stressed out or to stress others out.   
4.  And He calls us to a moderate use of food and drink, and work and recreation.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, I want to deal with a subject we all need to hear:  Being careful 
regarding what we think about others.   
a.  This is especially important in light of what’s happened over the past several 

months and just recently.   
b.  It’s all too easy to point the finger and accuse each other of things that may not 

be true.   
c.  One of the greatest causes of the strife among us is that uncharitable things are 

being said and too easily believed, especially things regarding motives of the 
heart.   

d.  The Lord calls us to guard our hearts against this kind of an attitude.  “Do not 
judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment” (John 7:24).   

 
2.  Our passage gives us a good example of misjudging motives:   

a.  The Lord had turned Saul’s heart to hate David.   
b.  But Jonathan helped him escape.   

(i)  First he helped him find out what was going on in Saul’s heart – whether he 
wanted to hurt him or not.   

(ii)  Then he helped him get away without being found out.   
 

c.  But there was someone else who helped David – Ahimelech the priest.   
(i)  David came with his men to Ahimelech at Nob hoping to find food and 

weapons.   
(ii)  Ahimelech helped him; but Deog the Edomite saw him and told Saul.   
 

d.  Then Saul sent for Ahimelech and the priests at Nob.   
(i)  When he arrived, he didn’t believe Ahimelech’s story about how he helped 

David – he thought Ahimelech had betrayed him.   
(ii)  He also didn’t believe what Ahimelech had to say about David – the Lord 

had hardened his heart so that all he saw was evil in David.   
(iii)  Because of the condition of Saul’s heart, all he could see was evil, when 

there was nothing evil in either David or Ahimelech’s hearts.   
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3.  What I want us to look at tonight is that we need to be careful not to let anger and 
sin cloud our judgment and think the worst of each other:   
a.  The Lord still calls us to love each other, even when we don’t agree with each 

other or when it appears as though we are wronged by others.   
b.  The Lord wants us to think the best of each other even when our brothers and 

sisters do what’s wrong.   
c.  And the Lord calls us to always to seek the reconciliation of our differences.  

(Sometimes this means doing things that can be interpreted the wrong way, but if 
we are committed in love, we must still do them).   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord calls us to love each other even we disagree or when we are wronged 
by others or when it just appears that we are wronged by others.   
1.  Consider Saul’s reaction to David and Ahimelech:   

a.  He hated David and sought to kill him, though he had done nothing wrong and 
had even helped Saul.   
(i)  By God’s grace, David had killed Goliath when Saul couldn’t.   
(ii)  David had provided music to sooth Saul’s tormented mind when nothing else 

would help.   
(iii)  David became the captain of Saul’s army and fought his battles and won.   
(iv)  But instead of loving and appreciating him, he hated him and wanted to kill 

him.   
(v)  He felt threatened by him, because the Lord was with David, and had 

departed from him.   
 
b.  This is why Saul also hated Ahimelech:  because he helped David.   

(i)  Ahimelech did nothing wrong.   
(ii)  But because he helped David, he became Saul’s enemy, and Saul put him 

and his household to death.    
 

2.  The Lord would have us do just the opposite:  to love our neighbor.   
a.  The Lord doesn’t want us to hate those who hate us.   
b.  He doesn’t want us to hate those who help or support those we hate.   
c.  He wants us to love one another:  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love 

therefore is the fulfillment of the Law.   
d.  We are to love our enemies as well as our friends; not in word only, but also in 

deed.   
e.  Our greatest example is in our Lord Himself:   

(i)  The Passion reminds us of His love and willingness to suffer for us.   
(ii)  Even when He was on the cross, He prayed for their forgiveness.   
(iii)  Stephen, following His example, prayed for those who were stoning him.   

 
3.  Remember, the intent of the Law, the fulfillment of the Law, is love.   

a.  To hate our brother is to kill them.  “Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 
3:15).   
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b.  But to love them is to imitate Christ and to honor God.   
 

4.  Regardless if someone really hates us or has hurt us, or it only appears as though 
they have, we must still love and desire the best and pray for our brother.   
 

B.  Second, we are to think the best of our brothers and sisters even when they wrong us in 
some way.   
1.  Consider what Saul’s anger and hatred led him to think about others:   

a.  It caused him to think the worst of his son:  “Then Saul's anger burned against 
Jonathan and he said to him, ‘You son of a perverse, rebellious woman!  Do I not 
know that you are choosing the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame 
of your mother's nakedness?’”  (1 Sam. 20:30).   

b.  It caused him to think the worst of David, even though he had done nothing 
wrong:  “as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your 
kingdom will be established.  Therefore now, send and bring him to me, for he 
must surely die.  But Jonathan answered Saul his father and said to him, ‘Why 
should he be put to death?  What has he done?’” (vv. 31-32).   

c.  It caused him to attempt to kill his own son:  “Then Saul hurled his spear at him 
to strike him down; so Jonathan knew that his father had decided to put David to 
death.  Then Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did not eat food 
on the second day of the new moon, for he was grieved over David because his 
father had dishonored him” (vv. 33-34).   

d.  Saul said that he wanted Jonathan’s kingdom to be established, but he tried to kill 
him when he protected David.   

d.  It caused him to think the worst of and to kill Ahimelech:  “Saul then said to him, 
‘Why have you and the son of Jesse conspired against me, in that you have given 
him bread and a sword and have inquired of God for him, that he should rise up 
against me by lying in ambush as it is this day?’ . . . ‘You shall surely die, 
Ahimelech, you and all your father's household’” (1 Sam. 22:13, 16)!   

e.  This is what hatred and bitterness do.   
 

2.  But the Lord would have us think the best of each other:   
a.  Ahimelech didn’t know why David was there.  Some of the things David did 

made him suspicious.  But he still thought the best out of his love and respect for 
David.  “Then Ahimelech answered the king and said, ‘And who among all your 
servants is as faithful as David, even the king's son-in-law, who is captain over 
your guard, and is honored in your house’” (v. 14)?   

b.  Jonathan knew that his father hated David and wanted to kill him, but he didn’t 
adopt his father’s position.  Instead, he defended David.  “Then Jonathan spoke 
well of David to Saul his father, and said to him, ‘Do not let the king sin against 
his servant David, since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have 
been very beneficial to you.  For he took his life in his hand and struck the 
Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great deliverance for all Israel; you saw 
it and rejoiced.  Why then will you sin against innocent blood, by putting David 
to death without a cause’” (1 Sam. 19:4-5)?   

c.  This is the honorable thing to do.   
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3.  Sometimes people do wrong things for the right reasons:   

a.  “These things I have spoken to you, that you may be kept from stumbling.  They 
will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone 
who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.  And these things they 
will do, because they have not known the Father, or Me” (John 16:1-3).   

b.  Strange though it sounds, a person can do something very wrong, believing they 
are doing something very right.   

c.  This is why we must judge actions and not motives.   
d.  Their motives don’t excuse their actions, but they do lessen their culpability.   
e.  It would be worse to do something knowing its bad, than to do something bad 

thinking it’s good.   
f.  Consider what William Perkin’s wrote in the quote on the back of your bulletins.   
g.  Even though there may be real difference and wrong committed, the Lord would 

have us put the best construction on it.   
 
C.  Finally, we are always to desire reconciliation even if our opponent doesn’t appear to 

desire it.   
1.  Saul’s anger made him seek David’s life.   
2.  But when David had the opportunity to take Saul’s life on two occasions, he didn’t.   

a.  David understood that he was to love his enemy.   
b.  He understood that he was to honor Saul because he was the Lord’s anointed.   
c.  He also understood that if any action was to be taken against Saul, God must take 

it.  As we’ve seen, vengeance belongs to the Lord.   
 
3.  If we are to honor the Lord, we must love our enemies.   

a.  The Good Samaritan, when he found his enemy wounded, didn’t finish him off, 
but ministered to his needs (Luke 10:33-34).   

b.  God plans ways to bring His people back to Him.  “For we shall surely die and 
are like water spilled on the ground which cannot be gathered up again.  Yet God 
does not take away life, but plans ways so that the banished one may not be cast 
out from him” (2 Sam. 14:14).   

c.  And so must we.  Paul writes, “And so, as those who have been chosen of God, 
holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you”(Col. 
3:12-13).   

d.  This doesn’t mean that we will never do something that may be misinterpreted 
by them, even though it is for their good.   

e.  But it means that whatever we do to our brothers, or to our neighbor for that 
matter, it must be good and meant for their good and reclamation.   

f.  May God grant us His grace to love as He loves.  Amen.   


