
“Be a Doer of the Law, Not Its Judge” 
(James 4:11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  What is right and what is wrong?  What is good and what is bad?   
a.  Do we have the right to determine it?   
b.  Is it difference in different situations?   
c.  Does it change across geographic, cultural or temporal boundaries?   
d.  Or is it something that never changes?   

 
2.  Today, so many believe they have the right to determine morality.   

a.  Judges believe they can decide whether it’s right or wrong to abort/murder 
children.   

b.  Our State and Federal Senators and Assembly members believe they can 
determine whether homosexuality is right or wrong.   

c.  Sometimes registered voters believe they have the right to decide on matters 
such as whether or not marriage will be defined as one man and one woman, 
or as two men or two women.   

d.  But do we have the right to determine the standards by which we will live?   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  One thing you’ll notice about Scripture:  it often addresses bad morals because 

there is a standard.   
a.  When Israel was about to enter the land of Canaan, they were warned by 

God, “You shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, 
nor are you to do what is done in the land of Canaan where I am bringing 
you; you shall not walk in their statutes” (Lev. 18:3).   

b.  Many letters were addressed to the churches to correct their behavior.   
c.  The problem is sin:   

(i)  Sin makes men want to tear down the knowledge of God (Rom. 1:18).   
(ii)  This includes His Law, His standard of morality.   
(iii)  Men want to be their own judges of right and wrong.   
(iv)  They don’t want to submit.   

 
2.  This is one of the things James is writing to correct.   

a.  He has already corrected a number of problems:   
(i)  Their blaming God for their temptations (1:13).   
(ii)  He addresses their quickness to get angry (vv. 19-20).   
(iii)  Their showing favoritism to the rich and demeaning the poor (2:1-13).   
(iv)  Their laying claim to faith without producing the fruits of faith:  love 

(vv. 14-17).   
(v)  Their many and severe uses of their tongues (1:26; 3:1-18; 4:1-3).   
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(vi)  Men can be blind:  they can believe themselves to be faithful while 
committing spiritual adultery (4:1-10).   

(vii)  Which is why we need continually to examine our lives by God’s 
standard:  His Law.   

 
b.  James now addresses the main issue – that which is behind every sin – they 

were exalting themselves over the Law, rather than submitting to it.   
(i)  Why were they doing things God clearly forbid?   
(ii)  It was because they saw themselves as masters over God’s Law instead 

of its servants.   
(iii)  But we are not to be judges of the Law:  it is to judge us.   

 
3.  This morning, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, one example of breaking the Law.   
b.  And secondly, the real issue at stake.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the example:  James writes, “Do not speak against one another, brethren” (v. 
11a).   
1.  Let’s consider first what he doesn’t mean:   

a.  He doesn’t mean we’re not supposed to identify and confront sin in one 
another’s lives:  “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who 
are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to 
yourself, so that you too will not be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).   

b.  He also doesn’t mean we’re not to admonish one another:  “And concerning 
you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another” 
(Rom. 15:14).   
(i)  The wounds of a friend are faithful (Prov. 27:6).   
(ii)  This is to be one means to our sanctification.   
(iii)  We’re reluctant to do this because of the ill-will it generates.   
(iv)  We are too proud to accept our faults.   
(v)  But remember what James said regarding the wisdom from above:  It is 

“reasonable,” easily persuaded of fault; not closed-minded.   
(vi)  This is what we should be striving to be.   

 
2.  What does he mean?   

a.  The word “speak against,” can mean two things:   
(i)  To speak evil against, slander.   
(ii)  Or to speak against in a hostile way:  revile.   
 

b.  We can slander in three ways:   
(i)  We can say something about someone that isn’t true unknowingly:  

passing on a false report we don’t know is false.   
(ii)  We can say something that isn’t true, knowingly:  we can pass on a false 

report knowing it is false.   
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(iii)  We can pass on the truth, knowing the truth is going to injure their 
reputation.   

 
c.  We can also speak to one another with abusive language or in an abusive 

way.   
d.  All of these fit in what James is speaking of, but needless to say, we are 

commanded to abstain from all of these things:   
(i)  “But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, since you laid 
aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who 
is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One 
who created him – a renewal in which there is no distinction between 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  So, as those who have been 
chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving 
each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord 
forgave you, so also should you.  Beyond all these things put on love, 
which is the perfect bond of unity” (Col. 3:8-14).   

(ii)  These are violations of the Ninth Commandment.  Examine yourselves to 
see whether or not you’re guilty of them and repent, as we prepare to 
come to the Table.   

 
3.  James also mentions another sin in passing:  judging our brother, “He who 

speaks against a brother or judges his brother” (v. 11a).   
a.  Again, he doesn’t have in view the kind of judgment we must all use:   

(i)  To examine the behavior or beliefs of one another as we interact.   
(ii)  To evaluate them by God’s Word.   
(iii)  And then to deal with them righteously.   
 

b.  Rather, he means:   
(i)  Looking for faults, or finding faults unnecessarily.   
(ii)  Using what we find for the purpose of condemning our brethren unjustly, 

or criticizing them unmercifully.   
(iii)  Generally this begins to happen when love breaks down.   
(iv)  Sadly, it is rarely reversed.   
 

c.  Notice again that James is addressing sins of the tongue.   
(i)  We don’t very often injure one another physically.   
(ii)  But too often we do with our tongues.   

 
B.  But second, what is the real issue at stake?:  “He who speaks against a brother or 

judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the 
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it” (v. 11b).  When we disobey the 
Law we are not only committing spiritual adultery (since when we turn from the 
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Law, to that degree we turn to the world), we are also exalting ourselves over the 
Law, speaking against it and becoming judges of it.   
1.  How is this true?   

a.  What does the Law teach us to do regarding our brothers and sisters?   
(i)  We are to love them, as we love ourselves (Matt. 22:39).   
(ii)  We are to season our speech with grace, speak well of them:  “Let no 

unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will 
give grace to those who hear” (Eph. 4:29).   

(iii)  We are to bless them, not condemn them.   
 

b.  Now what if we decide not to do what the Law says?   
(i)  Then we speak against it:  maybe not in our words (although perhaps we 

do), but in our actions:   
(a)  Our lives are sermons; living letters/epistles known and read by all 

men (2 Cor. 3:2).   
(b)  What we do speaks volumes.   
(c)  If what we do is not in submission to the Law, we are speaking against 

it.   
 

(ii)  We also become judges of the Law, rather than doers of it.   
(a)  Whenever we make a choice, we are making a judgment.   

(1)  If we choose to do what is right, we have judged the Law right and 
worthy to follow:   
(A)  This is the kind of judgment/evaluation we are warranted to 

make.   
(B)  We have decided that what the Lord says is right and worthy to 

be loved and embraced.   
 

(2)  But if we choose against it, we have judged the Lord and His Law 
unworthy to follow.   
(A)  Not entirely, if we are Christians.   
(B)  But we have still judged against it, nonetheless.   
(C)  We have condemned or criticized its validity and worthiness to 

be followed.   
 

(b)  The Lord doesn’t give anyone that option.   
(1)  It’s true He will leave us to our own choice and often we sin.   
(2)  But morally, whenever we choose against Him, we sin.   
 

2.  Of course, you understand that this is true of every decision we make against 
God’s Law:   
a.  God’s Law regulates everything we do in life.   

(i)  There is nothing we do that is morally significant that God’s Law doesn’t 
speak on.   

(ii)  It is a complete rule of faith and practice.   
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(iii)  There is nothing of any importance that He has left out.   
 
b.  To go against it at any point is to speak against it and condemn it.   

(i)  We cannot decide which laws to obey and which not.   
(ii)  God’s Law is right; we must submit and not rewrite it.   
(iii)  And remember what James told us earlier:  “For whoever keeps the 

whole law and yet stumbles at one point, he has become guilty of all” 
(2:10).   
(a)  The Law is of one piece.   
(b)  To break any part of it is to break it all.   
(c)  The reason is that the whole of it requires love:  if you allow yourself 

in anything contrary to love, you break that principle as it is applied in 
its several areas.   

(d)  How can you say you love your brother or sister when you slander, 
revile and condemn them, even though you don’t murder them?   

(e)  The fact that you aren’t injuring them is for some other reason than 
love.   

(f)  If you would love God and your neighbor, you must do it as God says, 
and you must do all that He says, or you’re not really loving them at all.   

 
c.  James tells us that we must be doers of the Word and not judges of it.   

(i)  Let’s not forget as well that to walk in God’s commandments is to 
experience His blessing:  each time we set it aside and step off the narrow 
path, we are injuring ourselves.   

(ii)  Tonight, we will consider some more sobering reasons why we must not 
set God’s Law aside and do things our own way.   

(iii)  But for now, allow the Lord to exam your heart.  Be ready to confess 
your sins of judging God’s Law.  And look to Christ for cleansing and 
renewed strength, especially as we prepare to come to the table.  Amen.   


