
“Arguments God Hears in Prayer” 
(Psalm 5) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  The psalms are expressions of the heart to God.   
a.  They are born out of:   

(i)  Conviction of the truth.   
(ii)  Desire for God’s honor and glory.   
(iii)  Desire for His protection and blessing.   
 

b.  They express various passions:   
(i)  Love for God.   
(ii)  Love for His truth/Word.   
(iii)  Hatred of sin – others’ and own.   
(iv)  Even hatred for God’s enemies.   
(v)  Thanksgiving for mercy and deliverance from these enemies.   

 
2.  The psalms are shaped by the situation of the writers:   

a.  They were written, for the most part, by those gifted with prophecy.   
b.  But remember, inspiration does not eliminate the human element; He uses it.   

(i)  God shapes the lives of His messengers.   
(ii)  He shapes the situations they’re in.   
(iii)  He works in their hearts to feel, to desire, to think what He wills.   
(iv)  What they pen is what He wants:  His Word/communication.   
(v)  As they write, they are kept from error.   
(vi)  And what they write is not just for themselves, but the saints of all ages.   
 

3.  This is what makes them so applicable today.   
a.  They speak of things we go through.   

(i)  We have enemies.   
(ii)  We struggle with sin.   
(iii)  We struggle in our faith.   
(iv)  We feel vulnerable and need a sense of security.   

 
b.  They speak of things we should experience.   

(i)  A great love for God and His truth.   
(ii)  Hatred of sin and God’s enemies.   

 
c.  And they show us how to pray to honor the Lord.   

(i)  What we should be praying for.   
(ii)  How we should seek His glory.   
(iii)  How to thank and praise Him.   
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B.  Preview.   
1.  This morning, we’re looking at Psalm 5.   

a.  The psalms are not all so different:  Many have the same theme.   
b.  But there is a different focus to each.   
c.  This psalm shows us how to argue with God in prayer.   

 
2.  Argument is a part of prayer.   

a.  Not arguing in a bad sense.   
b.  But reasoning with Him.   

(i)  Reminding Him – though we don’t need to – of His promises.   
(ii)  Pleading His attributes and the enemy’s faults – how contrary they are to 

God.   
(iii)  Considering how the Lord may desire to glorify Himself through these 

situations.   
 

3.  This morning, let’s consider how David argues in his prayer:   
a.  How he argues the faults of his enemies as being against the character/attributes 

of God.   
b.  How he argues the fulfillment of God’s promises as a way to bring glory to 

Himself.   
c.  This reminds us:  prayer is seeking the glory of God.   

(i)  Through the destruction of His enemies.   
(ii)  Through the answer to His promises 
(iii)  Even though what we are asking for directly benefits us.   
(iv)  Both elements are mixed throughout this psalm; it’s difficult to divide it.   
(v)  We’ll deal with each under both heads.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, David argues that the faults of his enemies are against the character/attributes of 
God, so God must act.   
1.  Notice again the parallelism in his request:  “Give ear to my words, O Lord, 

consider my groaning.  Heed the sound of my cry for help, my King and my God” 
(vv. 1-2).   
a.  First, there is the intensifying of the request for God to take note:   

(i)  Give ear:  listen.   
(ii)  Consider:  understand, perceive.   
(iii)  Heed:  hear, be attentive to.   
 

b.  Second, there is the intensifying of what he wants God to note:   
(i)  My words.   
(ii)  My groaning/thoughts.   
(iii)  My cry for help.   
 

c.  Each increases David’s earnestness as he calls out to God.   
d.  This is further intensified by the timing of David’s prayer and his expectation 

that God will answer it:  “In the morning, O Lord, You will hear my voice; in the 
morning I will order my prayer to You and eagerly watch” (v. 3).   
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e.  This reminds us that prayer is a matter of the heart (i.e., earnestness).   
(i)  God isn’t just interested in the words we speak.   
(ii)  Our hearts, our minds must be focused on Him, seeking after Him.   
(iii)  We must begin to seek Him early – if we truly desire it, we will.   
(iv)  We must expect/trust that He will answer and wait for that answer.   
 

2.  Then he moves into his arguments/reasons against the wicked (which will bring 
glory to God).   
a.  “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; no evil dwells with 

You” (v. 4).   
(i)  God is pure and holy.  He is the Father of lights with whom there is no 

variation or shifting shadow (James 1:17).   
(ii)  God doesn’t take pleasure in wickedness.   
(iii)  His holiness would never allow an evil man to be close to Him.   
(iv)  This not only moves God to answer for His glory, but shows us what must 

not be true of us if we are to be heard:  we must be righteous.   
 

b.  “The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity” (v. 
5).   
(i)  God loves truth.   

(a)  He knows we are less than dust.   
(b)  For the dust to rise up and boast that it is something is hateful to God.   
(c)  Nebuchadnezzar did so, and God humbled Him (Dan. 4:30-32).   
(d)  The Lord says in Isaiah, “Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chops 

with it?  Is the saw to exalt itself over the one who wields it?  That would 
be like a club wielding those who lift it, or like a rod lifting him who is not 
wood” (Isaiah 10:15).   

(e)  God will humble the proud.  Jesus said, “For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 
14:11).   

(f)  We can plead this in prayer against God’s enemies; but at the same time, 
we must not be guilty of pride.   

 
(ii)  God also hates sin.   

(a)  Does God love the sinner, while hating his sin?   
(b)  David, through the Spirit, says, “You hate all who do iniquity.”   
(c)  Those who practice sin are of the devil, John tells us (1 John 3:8).   
(d)  The one who practices righteousness is of God (v. 7).   
(e)  If we are to be heard, we must practice righteousness.   
 

c.  But with regard to those who love sin:  “You destroy those who speak falsehood; 
the Lord abhors the man of bloodshed and deceit” (v. 6).   
(i)  God pours out His wrath on the wicked every day.   
(ii)  He will cast the liar and the murderer into the lake of fire.   
(iii)  John writes, “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his 

God and he will be My son.  But for the cowardly and unbelieving and 
abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters 
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and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death” (Rev. 21:7-8).   

(iv)  Presumably, these wicked David contemplates are not the elect.   
(a)  The elect are children of wrath before conversion.   
(b)  They do evil things, such as Paul who tried to destroy the church.   
(c)  But God doesn’t destroy them; He put their guilt on Jesus and punished 

Him in their place, so that they might live.   
 

(v)  But for those enemies who aren’t the elect, David pleads God’s 
righteousness and their wickedness against them.   
(a)  Notice vv. 9-10, “There is nothing reliable in what they say; their inward 

part is destruction itself.  Their throat is an open grave; they flatter with 
their tongue.  Hold them guilty, O God; by their own devices let them fall!  
In the multitude of their transgressions thrust them out, for they are 
rebellious against You.”   

(b)  Whether these are in the covenant or without, he doesn’t say.   
(c)  But notice he doesn’t ask for mercy, but justice against them:  “Hold them 

guilty . . . “for they are rebellious against You.”   
 

(vi)  We may plead the sins of the wicked against them and God’s justice, but we 
need to leave it in God’s hands whether He will show mercy.   
(a)  We have examples of the persecuted asking for mercy:  e.g., Stephen.   
(b)  We have examples of them praying for justice:  e.g., Zechariah (2 Chr. 

24:22).   
(c)  We need God’s wisdom to know which to pray for.   

 
B.  Second, David argues the fulfillment of God’s promises as a way to bring glory to 

Himself.   
1.  He first looks to God’s grace for His deliverance.   

a.  The Lord should destroy David’s enemies because of their wickedness.   
b.  But He should save David because of His covenant mercy.   

(i)  David looks to that grace in his prayer, “But as for me, by Your abundant 
lovingkindness I will enter Your house, at Your holy temple I will bow in 
reverence for You” (v. 7).   

(ii)  The only thing that preserves Him is God’s mercy.   
(iii)  But it is so certain that David speaks as though it is already accomplished:  

“I will enter Your house, at Your holy temple I will bow in reverence for 
You.”   

(iv)  Notice also David’s humility.   
 

c.  We may trust in this mercy as well.   
(i)  The promises of God are yes and amen in Christ.   
(ii)  He has promised to work everything out for our good, if we love Him.   
(iii)  This must be our conviction/certainty, or we’ll have no peace.   
(iv)  He must also humble look to Him and not demand it.   
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2.  Second, he asks for additional help to honor God during the trial so that he might 
receive the promises.   
a.  Remember, Psalm 1 tells us the blessing is for those who delight in, meditate on, 

and do the Law of God.   
b.  David asks for help to stay on the path of safety, since persecution of this nature 

might otherwise tempt him to fall away.   
c.  “O Lord, lead me in Your righteousness because of my foes; make Your way 

straight before me” (v. 8).   
d.  Obviously, we need to look to this promise.   

(i)  How can we keep from bitterness or revenge when others sin against us?   
(ii)  How can we persevere and obtain God’s blessing?   
(iii)  Only by looking to Him, His faithfulness, to fulfill His promises.   
 

3.  Finally, He applies this to the whole worshipping community of saints.   
a.  “But let all who take refuge in You be glad, let them ever sing for joy; and may 

You shelter them, that those who love Your name may exult in You” (v. 11).   
(i)  This is a psalm of praise:  It reminds the Lord’s people where their salvation 

is.   
(ii)  Those who trust in the Lord will be glad, will rejoice, will glory in God.   
(iii)  He is their shelter, their deliverance from the wicked; as He is ours today.   
 

b.  And why is this true?  “For it is You who bless the righteous man, O Lord, You 
surround him with favor as with a shield” (v. 12).   
(i)  God is the One who curses the wicked.   
(ii)  But He blesses the righteous:  again the blessings of Psalm 1.   
(iii)  The righteous man is the one who takes refuge in the Lord.   
 

c.  The lesson for us is to fear the Lord, turn from evil, then argue His righteousness 
and glory against our enemies.   
(i)  The things the Lord curses the wicked for can’t be true of us if we are to be 

heard in prayer.   
(ii)  But if we are following Him, the wickedness of the wicked and the 

righteousness of the Lord, as well as the fulfillment of His promises are the 
only arguments we need, as long as we seek His glory through them.   

 
4.  In just a few minutes, we will be receiving the Lord’s Supper.  As we do, let’s 

consider these things:   
a.  God hates wickedness, but loves righteousness.   
b.  The only One who can make us righteous is Christ.   
c.  We must turn to Him in faith to save us and to deliver us from our enemies.   
d.  If you haven’t turned to Christ, do so now.   
e.  If you have, know that the promises of God are confirmed to you in the Supper.  

But we must look to Him in faith.   
f.  Let’s prepare our hearts now through silent prayer.   


