
 

“And Such Were Some of You” 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at the fact that God will one day judge us all 
according to our conduct.  God is a just God.  He is a God who does not change.  
Therefore the justice that He displayed in the Old Covenant is the same justice that He still 
upholds.  And, because He is a God who cannot be deceived, He is able to see through any 
facade that we might have and to judge us with righteous judgment.  But the one thing 
which shone through with power from the passage in Ezekiel this morning, was the mercy 
of God in forgiving sins through His Son.  Everyone of us would surely have perished 
forever in hell, had not the Lord intervened by sending His Son to shed His precious blood 
to atone for our sins and to give us life.  This evening, I would like for us to focus again 
on this mercy and forgiveness, but from a slightly different angle.   
 In our text, Paul is reprimanding the Corinthians for their practice of suing one 
another.  It is not that Christians will never have any need to bring such cases to light 
when they are wronged by one another, but the problem was the spirit and the manner in 
which they were doing it.  They seemed to be doing it with a vindictive spirit.  And they 
were going before unbelievers, instead of coming before the saints for justice.  Paul asks 
them why they would take their wrongs before the unrighteous:  those who certainly knew 
less about what is right and what is wrong.  Why not bring the case before the saints, who 
have the truth of God and understand justice far better than they?  Didn’t they know that 
they would one day judge the world?  That one day they would stand next to Christ, after 
their judgment and subsequent acquittal by Him, in condemning the world for its sin?  
That they would even condemn the judges of the world’s courts for their injustices?  If 
that was so, could they not judge even the smallest matters of this life?  They were to 
eventually judge angels, how much more the affairs of this life.  Was there not even one 
wise man among them who could render a fair decision, so that they would not need to 
take their disputes before the unbelievers and tarnish the name of Christ?  Actually, it was 
a defeat for them already that they had these lawsuits.  Where was the meek and gentle 
spirit of Christ-likeness which does not return threat for threat or abuse for abuse?  Why 
would they not rather be wronged or defrauded, rather than bringing charges against their 
brethren out into the open?  Certainly, it would better to deal with this privately and to 
bear up under small injustices than to possibly tear the Christian community apart through 
litigation, unless both parties had decided that the only fair thing to do was to refer it to an 
impartial judge.  But Paul says what they did was even worse.  They not only were not 
bearing up with the wrong, but they themselves were perpetrating wrong against their 
brothers.  To do so was wicked, and those who practiced those things, and things like 
them, Paul says, shall not inherit the kingdom of God.   
 It is in this context that I would like to consider what Paul now tells us about the 
mercy and forgiveness which God holds out to penitent sinners, namely that,  
 
 When we come to Christ, even the greatest of our sins are completely removed 
and forever washed away by His grace.   
 
I.  First, Paul gives a very serious warning to those who would practice any sin.  “Or 
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do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do 
not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, 
nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (vv. 9-10).   
A.  Paul says to those who would wrong and defraud their brethren, “Brethren, do not 

take this lightly.  This is a serious matter!  You cannot commit these acts of  
wickedness and not expect to pay the consequences.”   
1.  He appears to be trying to shake them out of their blindness or spiritual slumber.   

a.  Wake up!  What you are doing is wrong!   
b.  Do you think that you can sin with impunity and not be punished by God?   
 

2.  “There are serious consequences to the path which you have chosen for 
yourself.”  “The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”   
a.  Now for the person who is unconverted, this would have very little impact 

upon him until he is awakened by the Spirit of God.  The things of the Lord 
are not that interesting to him.  They don’t seem real to him.  He doesn’t 
really take into account that there is a heaven to gain and a hell to avoid.  
Therefore, he doesn’t really think much about his sin, outside of the legal 
consequences of them in this life and in our society.   

b.  Of course, if the Spirit of God came upon him and awakened him to the 
reality of these things, there would be a great deal of concern.  There would be 
enough concern to actually begin to seek after God that He might change his 
heart and save him.  But apart from the Spirit’s work, there is no concern.  
And unless the Spirit awakens, certainly everyone in this state of indifference 
will perish eternally.   

c.  But for those of us who have been awakened to this, either by the Spirit’s 
work of conviction, or by His gracious work of conversion, we understand that 
to miss out on the kingdom is to miss out on everything.  To miss out on the 
kingdom is to become a participant in hell.   

d.  Jesus says in Matthew 25, that those who inherit the kingdom are those who 
enter into eternal life.  Those who do not inherit it are those who go away into 
eternal punishment (v. 46).   

e.  This is a serious matter!  I can’t think of anything else in this life that even 
comes close in importance.  Jesus said, “For what will a man be profited, if he 
gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul” (Matt. 16:26)?   

f.  This is an area in which we cannot afford to be mistaken.  We must know and 
be sure that we are the Lord’s, that our sins are forgiven, and that we are heirs 
of His kingdom.  They all come together, or they do not come at all.   

 
B.  Since then this is so vital to our eternal well-being, it is important that we allow 

Paul’s admonition to sink in:  Do not be deceived!   
1.  Are there people who are deceived about this?   

a.  Oh yes!  How many Kingdom Halls are there filled with people who worship 
and serve a false god, who do not have their sins washed away and are 
perpetrating soul-damning falsehoods at the doors of thousands of houses 
everyday?   

b.  How many Mormons are there, and Muslims, and Roman Catholics who 
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follow in the same train?   
c.  How many main-line Protestant churches are there which have ordained 

homosexuals, or if not to that point, receive practicing homosexuals into their 
communicant memberships?   

d.  How many homosexual churches are there, which teach that God approves of 
their life-style?  Far from being righteous, they are actually categorized among 
the most reprobate of all men.  Paul writes, “And although they know the 
ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they 
not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice 
them” (Rom. 1:32).   

e.  Most, if not all of these people, are deceived.  They are deceived into 
thinking that they have God’s favor, that they are going to receive the kingdom 
of God, when in fact they are shut out by their sin.   

 
2.  But why are they deceived?   

a.  It is because of sin.  Sin is that which blinds to the right way, which justifies 
all wicked behavior; sin is that which is deceitful.   

b.  It is no mystery.  Sin is opposed to God.  It is that which causes a man to 
hate God and to blind himself to His glory.  This evil is inherent in everyone 
living, even within the saints.   

c.  And so we must not be deceived, for to practice any sin is to lose out on the 
kingdom of God.  Do not be deceived!  Sin is a serious matter!   

 
C.  Paul here gives us a sampling of just some of the sins, although any particular sin 

might be included.  He says, “Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”   
1.  What are these sins?  Many of them are obvious.  Some of them are not as 

obvious.  But I want us to consider each of them briefly in light of what is to 
follow.   

2.  First, there are the sins of sexual lust.   
a.  Fornicators are those who practice any form of sexual immorality.  Bestiality, 

sodomy, incest, rape, premarital relations of any kind, and adultery, are all 
included.   

b.  Idolatry is having your heart’s affections tied to someone or something else 
more than to God.  This takes on numerous forms in our culture, and we could 
be all night in naming them.  It could be of a sexual sort, or of another.   

c.  Adultery is obviously having physical relations with anyone other than your 
own spouse.  It can also be committed by a single person who does so with 
someone else’s spouse.   

d.  Effeminate is not as clear.  It basically is referring to the passive partner in a 
homosexual relationship.   

e.  The next word “homosexual” refers to the more dominant partner in a 
homosexual relationship.  Such relationships are an abomination in the sight 
of God and are under His condemnation, along with the rest.   

f.  There is apparently a bill which is about to be voted on in Alaska and Hawaii 
which would make homosexual marriages legal.  Due to some kind of 
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agreement between the States of the United States, any marriage recognized in 
one state would be recognized in all.  Some states have protected themselves 
with legislation which would prevent that recognition.  There is a petition now 
being circulated which is an attempt to get legislation enacted in our state 
which would do the same.  We may shortly have one available for you to sign.   

 
3.  And second, there are the sins of greed and avarice.   

a.  Thieves are those who secretly take what is not theirs.   
b.  The covetous are those who are greedy for what is not theirs.   
c.  Drunkards are those who over-imbibe alcoholic beverages, so as to become 

drunk.   
d.  Revilers are those who slander other people or assault them with abusive 

speech.   
e.  Swindlers are those who are very greedy, who take things by force, openly 

and not in secret.   
 

4.  Those who practice such things, Paul says, shall not inherit the kingdom of God.   
a.  Even if a person has become guilty of one of these crimes by only committing 

it once, if that person has not obtained the forgiveness of God, he will not 
inherit it either.   

b.  Sin is soul-damning; it is a serious matter, and God takes it very seriously.   
 

II.  But the good news is this:  “And such were some of you; but you were washed, 
but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”   
A.  Notice Paul says such were some of you.   

1.  Perhaps some of you fall into these categories tonight.  Perhaps you are guilty of 
having committed these sins once, or even over a long period of time.   

2.  But even if you didn’t commit these sins, any one sin is enough to exclude you, 
even if that sin was only committed once.  But there is no one who has sinned 
only once.  Every person in the world, Christians included, sin every day of their 
lives.   

3.  And we mustn’t forget that we were all born with the sin of Adam charged 
against our account.  That sin alone is enough to damn us.   

 
B.  But the good news of the Gospel is that, even though you have committed these 

horrible sins which would have excluded you forever from the gracious presence and 
favor of God, you may be forgiven through faith in Christ.   
1.  Paul says, “Such were some of you.”   

a.  You used to be one of these sinners, marked out by the title of your sin, but 
now no longer.   

b.  If you have whole-hearted embraced Christ, and turned from all your sins to 
universal obedience, you have been forgiven of all guilt.   

c.  Does this mean that forgiveness is possible for an idolater, fornicator, 
homosexual, drunkard and thief?  Yes.   

d.  Is there even forgiveness for what today is called the second “unpardonable” 
sin, namely, divorce and remarriage, without biblical grounds?  Yes.   
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e.  Paul says that some of them were adulterers, but now no longer.  You don’t 
need to carry about with you that stigma for the rest of your life.   

f.  Where there is true repentance from any of these sins, there is true and 
complete forgiveness, in Christ Jesus.  When God looks at you, He does not 
see a sinner of any stripe, but one who is forgiven.   

 
2.  How does He do this?  First, He washes you, “But you were washed.”   

a.  The Old Covenant had a form of symbolic cleansing that took place by 
sprinkling blood on the object to be cleansed.   

b.  The New Covenant continues that same symbolism, only now through a 
non-bloody liquid, water, because the blood of the Lamb of God has been 
shed, once and for all.   

c.  And this blood which the water symbolizes is able to cleanse even the worst 
of sinners from all the stains of his or her sins.  David committed adultery and 
murder, but the Lord cleansed him.  Mary Magdelene was possessed by seven 
evil spirits, but she was delivered and cleansed.  Rahab was an idolater and a 
prostitute, but she was graciously received into the covenant community by 
God.  The children of Israel had sacrificed their sons and their daughters in the 
fire to Molech, but God stood ready to forgive even that, if they would repent.  
As the hymnwriter put it, “There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from 
Immanuel’s veins; and sinners, plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty 
stains.”   

 
3.  Secondly, Paul says that He sanctifies you.   

a.  The one who is washed in the blood of Jesus is looked upon by God as wholly 
pure, without one spot and without one blemish.   

b.  It is true that in our lives, we are not yet perfect.  We still struggle with sin 
and long to be set free fully and finally from it.   

c.  But in Christ, we already stand as those who have become perfect and are 
considered by God so to be.  We are holy, separated from the world and from 
sin, and separated to God.   

 
4.  Thirdly, we are also justified in Christ.   

a.  This means that in the Law-courts of God, we stand as not guilty of doing 
anything wrong, but of doing everything right.   

b.  The perfect record of the law-keeping of Christ has been credited to our 
account, and our sins have been removed through Christ’s atonement.   

c.  We now stand as those who deserve to inherit the kingdom, not on the basis of 
our own works, but on the basis of Christ’s work.   

d.  Paul says that these blessings come in the name and on the authority of Christ, 
applied by the Spirit of God as He sovereignly places those for whom Christ 
died in the Beloved.   

 
5.  But the bottom line is there is forgiveness of sins, there is salvation from sin, 

even from the very worst of sins.  God will not bring any of your sins against you 
in judgment.  “Such were some of you.”  This is the most blessed of all news.   
a.  Brethren if you know the wickedness of sin in the sight of God, and if you 
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understand it yourselves, then you begin to understand the blessing that is 
spoken of here.   

b.  God says that He will not bring you into judgment.  You are safe!   
c.  As we saw this morning, God does not develop divine amnesia, but since the 

penalty has been paid by His Son, He will not charge you with them.  You 
stand now absolutely blameless in His presence.  The psalmist writes, “For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward 
those who fear Him.  As far as the east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us” (103:11-12).  Jude writes, “Now to Him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence 
of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all 
time and now and forever.  Amen” (vv. 24-25).   

d.  But this blessing, as we also saw this morning, is only for those who persevere 
in righteousness.  Paul writes, “And although you were formerly alienated and 
hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His 
fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and 
blameless and beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith firmly 
established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that 
you have heard” (Col. 1:21-23).   

e.  God forgets your sins in judgment.  But He does want you to remember them.  
He wants you to remember so that you will be humbled by your sin.  Paul 
never forgot that he was a persecutor of the church and of Christ.  But this was 
to help him never forget the great height and width and depth of his Savior’s 
love, that He would die for such a wretch as him.  He want us to remember 
this lesson as well.  He who is forgiven little is thankful little, but he who is 
forgiven much is thankful much.  Each of us here this evening has reason to 
infinitely thankful.   

f.  But in closing, I would ask if there is anyone here who has not experienced 
this forgiveness.  Is there anyone here outside of Christ still laboring under the 
burden of your sins, still fearing the judgment of Christ?  If you would be 
washed, if you would be sanctified, if you would be justified, you must come 
to Christ.  There is salvation in no one else.  There is only one path which 
leads to life and that path is very narrow.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me” (John 14:6).  
Come to Christ, for He has also promised that He will never turn away any 
who come to Him, but gladly receive you.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and you shall be saved.  Amen.   


