
“Always in His Presence” 

(1 Peter 1:17-19) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  What can we say of those who are genuinely converted that can’t be said of the 

unconverted?  Actually, quite a number of things:   

a.  The believer has received the love that God offers to him in Christ, the 

unbeliever has not.   

b.  The believer trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins and 

receives it by faith, the unbeliever does not.   

c.  The believer has an eternal home waiting for him in heaven, the unbeliever 

does not.   

d.  The believer loves the Lord, the unbeliever does not.   

e.  These are just a few:  the difference between the two is the same as day and 

night, as light and darkness.   

 

2.  Another very important difference has to do with the company they keep:  the 

believer walks with God, the unbeliever does not.   

a.  Another way of putting is the Christian has a purpose the unbeliever does not:  

to glorify and honor God.   

b.  This is something we’ve been considering over the past few Lord’s Days.   

(i)  As a Christian you can’t help yourself because the Lord has given you a 

love for Him, you won’t be satisfied with anything less.   

(ii)  You will want to walk with Him; you will want to glorify Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Not surprisingly, this is what the Lord also commands us to do – to glorify Him.   

a.  He wants us to do this because it is the right thing to do – we owe it to Him 

because He made us, takes care of us and has redeemed us.   

b.  He wants us to do this because He knows this is what’s best for us – if we 

live for His glory, we will be safe – from sin, from the world, from Satan, 

from hell.   

c.  But He also commands this because it is the only path that will make us truly 

happy:  we can only walk with Him if we glorify Him.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, that we are called to glorify/walk with God at all times.   

b.  Second, we’ll consider some practical ways to do this, beginning with our 

mornings.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord calls us to glorify Him/walk with Him at all times.   
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1.  It shouldn’t surprise us that if God is holy, He wants us to be holy as well, if we 

would walk with Him.   

a.  This is another way of saying that we are to be Christians 100% of the time:  

not just on Sundays, not just when others are watching us, but to consider 

ourselves as always in His presence.   

b.  He wants us to walk with Him in every situation, at all times, no matter who 

we’re with, through every stage of our lives.   

(i)  He wants us to walk with Him in our youth, while we’re still young, 

while we’re still children.   

(ii)  He wants us to walk with Him during our years of schooling, while we’re 

preparing for life.   

(iii)  He wants us to walk with Him when we begin our life’s vocation, in the 

friendships we make, in our courtships as we look forward to marriage, in 

our marriages, in our child-bearing and rearing, and in the final years of 

our retirement.   

(iv)  He won’t be satisfied if we walk with Him just sometimes or even most 

of the time.  He won’t be happy if we walk with Him in some situations 

and not others.   

(v)  He wants each day, each hour of that day, each minute of that hour, and 

each second of every minute:  He wants our whole life – to spend each 

moment with Him.   

(vi)  This is what Peter means when he says, “Conduct yourselves in fear 

during the time of your stay on earth” (1 Pet. 1:17), and Solomon when he 

writes, “Live in the fear of the Lord always” (Prov. 23:17).   

 

2.  Another way of putting this is that He wants us to live for His glory in all times 

and places.   

a.  Jesus is our example, and this is what He did – “I always do the things that 

are pleasing to Him” (John 8:29).   

b.  We are to follow Paul as he followed Christ, and this is what Paul did, “In 

view of this [in view of the resurrection], I also do my best to maintain 

always a blameless conscience both before God and before men” (Acts 

24:14).   

c.  We are “to live the rest of the time,” as Peter writes, “no longer for the lusts 

of men, but for the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:2).   

d.  This is why Jesus laid down His life for you.  This is why He redeemed you.    

(i)  When Zacharias could finally speak again, after having been made mute 

by the angel for not believing his word regarding his wife Elizabeth, he 

said, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and 

accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us In the house of David His servant – as He spoke by the 

mouth of His holy prophets from of old – salvation from our enemies, and 

from the hand of all who hate us; to show mercy toward our fathers, and to 

remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our 

father, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, 
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might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him 

all our days” (Luke 1:68-75).   

(ii)  He rescued us from the broad path to walk on the narrow with Him – and 

that means living with the purpose of glorifying Him.   

 

e.  To accomplish this, He wants us to bind His commandments – His rule of 

honor – to our hearts, so that we will walk in them at all times:   

(i)  Solomon writes, “My son, observe the commandment of your father and 

do not forsake the teaching of your mother; bind them continually on your 

heart; tie them around your neck.  When you walk about, they will guide 

you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they 

will talk to you.  For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light; 

and reproofs for discipline are the way of life” (Prov. 6:20-23).   

(ii)  To do this, you need to believe the commandments are good; you need to 

be convinced that living according to them is the only way to live; and you 

need actually to live by this rule.   

(iii)  At the same time, you need to be alert to your enemies:  The sin in your 

heart and the devil are carefully watching to see each time you take your 

eyes off that holy path so that they can attack you:  “Be of sober spirit, be 

on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).   

 

f.  We are accountable to God for all our time, so we shouldn’t want to lose or 

misuse any of it:  “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but 

as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-

16).   

(i)  Any time that is lost when you’re traveling or running a race requires a 

great deal of effort to get it back (Eric Liddell).   

(ii)  And so from the time you wake up, to the time you lay down again to 

sleep, you must have your thoughts focused on God, as David wrote, “I 

have set the Lord continually before me” (Ps. 16:8).   

(iii)  That was actually the purpose of last Lord’s Day evening sermon:  to 

give us some practical ways to do this.   

(iv)  Since this is so important, let’s begin to consider some ways we can 

better do this.   

 

B.  One we’ll end with tonight is how to start the day with God.   

1.  Last week, we considered how helpful it would be for us to use the analogy of 

waking up to remind us of our need to be awakened to our need of faith and 

obedience.   

a.  We can be fully awake and yet be spiritually asleep.   

(i)  You just don’t realize how indifferent your heart can grow to the really 

important things until the Lord awakens you to see.   

(ii)  When your eyes are opened, sometimes you just can’t believe what 

you’ve allowed yourself to do, knowing what you know.   
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(iii)  Certainly, it’s better to wake up now before that great awakening on the 

Day of Judgment.   

 

b.  Spiritual lethargy is something we need to guard ourselves against, and as we 

wake up in the morning, we should consider whether we’re really awake or 

asleep:   

(i)  If you don’t feel very motivated in your Christian walk – to read your 

Bible, to pray, to serve the Lord that day – you are very likely asleep, 

because things that are this important should have a much more profound 

impact on our lives than they do.  If that’s the case, rouse yourself from 

your spiritual sleep as you do from your physical sleep.   

(ii)  Don’t forget as well to think of the day you will awaken from the sleep 

of death to give an account to God at the final judgment.  This thought 

alone – if you really believe it – should help to wake you up to renew a 

life of love and good deeds.   

(iii)  Try to do this examination before you get out of bed.  If you can’t wake 

up that quickly, then do it after you’ve had your morning cup of coffee.   

 

2.  One more thing we can do to awaken ourselves is to remember how gracious the 

Lord is for giving us another day of life.   

a.  He is the One who gives us another day.  David writes, “I lay down and slept; 

I awoke, for the Lord sustains me” (Ps. 3:5).   

b.  He is the One who protects us through the evening.  We are all really quite 

vulnerable while we’re sleeping.  Someone could easily come into our homes 

and take our lives.  The fact that they don’t is God’s mercy.   

c.  He is the One who preserves us.  The fact that we don’t die in our sleep from 

other causes and He spares our lives to see another day is a great mercy.  

Jeremiah the prophet expresses it in this way, “The Lord’s lovingkindnesses 

indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22-23).   

d.  We would do well to remember this, thank Him, and purpose to use this 

additional day for His glory.   

 

3.  It would also be wise for us to redeem the time by not sleeping it all away.   

a.  Jesus was an early riser, “Early in the morning He came again into the 

temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began 

to teach them” (John 8:2).  If you go to bed early and get up early, you are 

more likely to have a productive life.   

b.  You will also have time to begin the day right by spending time with God in 

private worship and devotion.   

(i)  Once the day begins, the time never seems to be there to do what is most 

important for our souls.   

(ii)  You don’t want this to happen day after day.   

(iii)  You need to wake yourself up to the need to prepare yourself spiritually.   
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4.  When you get dressed, use that time to remind you of two things:  the need of 

Christ’s righteousness and the need of Christ’s armor.   

a.  Think of your need to put on Christ’s righteousness.   

(i)  When Adam and Eve sinned and lost their innocence, they stood naked 

before God.   

(ii)  But Jesus Christ came to cover that nakedness with His righteousness, 

just as the Lord showed them in those animal sacrifices and skins He used 

to cover them.   

(iii)  Consider your need to clothe yourself with the righteousness of Christ, 

which He offers through faith in His name.   

(iv)  Consider your need to repent of any sins that you might have committed 

or allowed yourself to fall into.   

(v)  Begin again with a clean slate.   

 

b.  Remember also to dress in a way that will glorify God – modestly – so that 

you don’t tempt and stumble others – and with the purpose to serve the Lord.   

a.  Paul writes, “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper 

clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls 

or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as is proper for 

women making a claim to godliness” (1 Tim. 2:9-10).   

b.  And Peter writes, “Your adornment must not be merely external – braiding 

the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the 

hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God” (1 Pet. 3:3-4).   

 

c.  And because you are going out into the world to serve the Lord, don’t forget 

to clothe yourself with the full armor of God (Eph. 6:11-18).   

(i)  We often forget that there is a spiritual battle going on all around us at all 

times and that we need to be ready for it.   

(ii)  Perhaps if we can associate our need for the armor to our getting dressed 

each day, we can remind ourselves.   

(iii)  And pray that the Lord would empower you to use that armor.   

(iv)  Let’s end here and pick it up again next Lord’s Day evening.   


