
“All You Have Is from God” 

(John 3:27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

“A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven’” (v. 27).   

 

John said this in answer to his disciples’ question  

 

Regarding Jesus and His ministry.   

 

Should they be threatened –  

 

Or should he, for that matter –  

 

Over the fact that Jesus was baptizing and discipling more people than he?   

 

No.   

 

Why not?   

 

Because Jesus would not be able to do what He did  

 

Unless it had been given to Him from heaven –  

 

That is, unless it had been God’s will.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Sometimes we may be tempted to think  

 

That God isn’t in control –  

 

That things are happening outside of His plan,  

 

That something’s gone wrong,  

 

That He isn’t going to be able to deliver on His promises,  

 

That things aren’t going to come out alright –  

 

But that isn’t the case –  
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God is very much in control –  

 

As a matter of fact,  

 

Everything that happens in this world is a part of His plan,  

 

Even everything that happens to you.   

 

 

This evening, I’d like for us to look at two things:   

 

1.  That God is absolutely sovereign.   

 

2.  And what that means as far as what’s happening in this world, particularly, in 

your life.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that God is absolutely sovereign in all things.   

 

We can put this another way:   

 

God has a plan that He is working out for His glory.   

 

 

1.  First, He has a plan.   

 

We call this plan, His will –  

 

What He’s willing should happen,  

 

And what not.   

 

 

You’re probably aware by now  

 

That there are two senses in which the Bible says God has a will:   

 

The first is what He commands (perceptive will);  

 

The second is what He is willing should actually take place (decree).   

 

 

a.  His commands are the things  
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He tells us in His Word that He wants us to do:   

 

The things that are straight forward,  

 

And the things that are more indirect.   

 

 

His straight forward commands are summarized in the Ten Commandments.   

 

Have you ever asked, What is God’s will for your life?   

 

Here it is!   

 

If you’re not obeying these, this is where you need to start.   

 

 

But there are things He commands in a less direct way.   

 

For instance, that we are to observe the fourth commandment on the first day 

of the week.   

 

We know from the 10 Commandments  

 

That we are to keep the seventh day holy to the Lord,  

 

But the seventh day from what?   

 

Since He doesn’t tell us plainly in the commandment itself,  

 

We have to find out another way.   

 

 

The author to the Hebrews tells us the fourth commandment continues,  

 

But now based on the finished work of the New Creation in Jesus –  

 

His work of restoring the Creation through His life, death, and resurrection –  

 

Rather than the finished work of the Old –  

 

Which was destroyed by the Fall.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “So there remains a Sabbath rest for the 

people of God.  For the one who has entered His rest has himself also 

rested from his works, as God did from His” (Heb. 4:9-10).   
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We see in the psalms that the day of His resurrection –  

 

The day He entered His rest –  

 

Would be a day of rejoicing for the people of God.   

 

The psalmist writes, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

chief corner stone. This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” 

(118:22-24).   

 

 

And this is exactly what we see the early believers doing  

 

Under the guidance of the Lord’s apostles,  

 

Luke writes, “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together 

to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next 

day, and he prolonged his message until midnight” (Acts 20:7).   

 

The day of Jesus’ resurrection –  

 

The first day of the week –  

 

Is the day He wants us to keep the Sabbath – the fourth commandment.   

 

 

The day the church is to meet for worship isn’t up for grabs.   

 

God has given us the specific day  

 

So that we would all be able to gather together  

 

To worship the Risen Lord, on the day He rose,  

 

And to encourage one another to follow Him.   

 

Again, the author to the Hebrews writes, “Let us hold fast the confession of 

our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us 

consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 

forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing 

near” (10:23-25).   
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If you want to know God’s will for your life,  

 

Begin with what He shows you in Scripture,  

 

Both directly and indirectly.   

 

 

b.  There is, however, another sense in which God has a will –  

 

What He’s willing will actually take place in this world.   

 

We are also referring to this when we ask,  

 

What is God’s will for my life?   

 

Aside from the question of what I should do,  

 

What specific road does He want me to take?   

 

We call this will, His will of decree.   

 

 

The Bible tells us that God has a plan,  

 

A plan that includes everything that will take place in the world,  

 

And that this plan is unchangeable.   

 

Paul tells us about this all-inclusive plan in Ephesians 1:11, “Also we have 

obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose 

who works all things after the counsel of His will.”   

 

And the author to the Hebrews tells us that this plan is unchangeable, “For 

when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one 

greater, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU 

AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.’  And so, having patiently 

waited, he obtained the promise.  For men swear by one greater than 

themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every 

dispute.  In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of 

the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 

so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to 

lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take 

hold of the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:13-18).   

 

 

Even if the Lord hadn’t told us these things clearly in Scripture,  



6 

 

We would still have been able to figure them out from the fact that God 

knows all things,  

 

That He is absolutely sovereign,  

 

And that He has unlimited power.   

 

 

God knows all things –  

 

His knowledge is infinite/unlimited –  

 

We call this His omniscience.   

 

He not only knows what will happen under any given set of circumstances –  

 

Such as,  

 

If David stayed in Keilah, the men would hand him over to Saul (1 Sam. 

23:11-12),  

 

That if Jesus had done the works He did in Tyre and Sidon that had been 

done in Chorazin and Bethsaida, they would have repented (Matt. 11:21),  

 

That if everyone hadn’t stayed in the ship with Paul when they were on their 

way to Rome and were stranded in the storm, that no one would be saved 

(Acts 27:31) –  

 

He knows what will actually happen.   

 

 

The reason He knows is because  

 

What happens is what He intended/willed would happen from all eternity.   

 

He sees everything that could happen under all possible circumstances.   

 

Knowing this, He also knows what He will do and not do in those 

circumstances.   

 

In other words, He’s eternally made every decision He will ever make –  

 

Or more accurately, He has eternally purposed to allow and do  

 

What He actually allows and does in history.   
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And what He has eternally purposed to allow or do,  

 

He has the power to do.   

 

This is what we mean by God’s plan or decree.   

 

The Westminster Confession of Faith defines it in this way, “God, from all 

eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will freely, 

and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass:  yet so, as thereby 

neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the 

creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, 

but rather established” (WCF 3.1).   

 

 

2.  God not only has a plan,  

 

He’s also working that plan out –  

 

We call this His Providence.   

 

 

He began to carry out this plan when He created the world –  

 

That was His first act.   

 

But He continues to work it out from moment to moment –  

 

As history unfolds –  

 

For His glory.   

 

Again, WCF 5.1, “God the great Creator of all things doth uphold, direct, 

dispose, and govern all creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even 

to the least, by His most wise and holy providence, according to His infallible 

foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the 

praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.”   

 

This is what the author to the Hebrews means where he writes, “And He is the 

radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds 

all things by the word of His power” (1:3).   

 

This is also what Nebuchadnezzar learned after the Lord humbled him,  

 

“All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according 

to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no 
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one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’” (Daniel 

4:35).   

 

 

What is God’s will?   

 

His direct command:  the 10 Commandments;  

 

The things He commands more indirectly;  

 

And what He has ordained will actually happen –  

 

Out of all the possible things that could happen.   

 

God claims absolute sovereignty in our lives through His commandments.   

 

And He exercises absolute sovereignty over the things that happen in this world 

–  

 

Including whether or not man will keep His commandments.   

 

 

B.  So much for the theology behind the point.   

 

Now for its application.   

 

 

Why wasn’t John concerned that Jesus’ ministry was eclipsing his own?   

 

There were several reasons, as we saw this morning  

 

That had to do with who Jesus was,  

 

And what He had come to do –  

 

Even what John himself had been sent to do.   

 

But it can all be wrapped up into God’s will.   

 

Jesus would not have had the success He was having  

 

If this hadn’t been God’s plan.   

 

 

Now as I’ve said,  
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His plan includes everything:   

 

From the beginning of Creation,  

 

To the end – the Eternal State.   

 

Both the good things that happen –  

 

James writes, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting 

shadow” (1:17) –  

 

As well as the bad –  

 

“The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day 

of evil” (Prov. 16:4).   

 

 

His plan includes the big things:   

 

History is unfolding exactly as He intends.   

 

Again, the good things –  

 

The growth of His kingdom,  

 

Our advancement in understanding His Word,  

 

The conversion of souls –  

 

 

And the bad –  

 

The plagues, famines, earthquakes, tsunamis, wars;  

 

The things we see happening in our nation right now:   

 

All the immorality, greed, drug abuse, drunkenness, murder, social unrest, ethnic 

tension,  

 

The advancement of the homosexual agenda to destroy marriage,  

 

And the murder of innocents through abortion.   

 

 

God didn’t create this evil –  
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The natural evils – earthquakes, famine, etc. – are the result of the curse from the 

Fall on the creation.   

 

Moral evil is the result of Lucifer’s rebellion and man’s fall.   

 

But He allows it and will use it –  

 

Either to glorify His grace in saving people out of these things,  

 

Or to glorify His justice in judging them for them.   

 

 

His plan also includes the small things, relatively speaking.   

 

It includes every personal detail of your life:   

 

God made you exactly how He wanted you to be.   

 

David writes, “For You formed my inward parts; you wove me in my mother's 

womb.  I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well” (Ps. 139:13-14).   

 

He gave you your gender, build, hair and eye color;  

 

He gave you your talents and abilities –  

 

Whether musical, or athletic, or intellectual –  

 

Your strengths and weaknesses;  

 

He knew what spiritual gifts He would give you before you came to Christ,  

 

Even before you came into this world,  

 

 

He knew what He intended for your life,  

 

David continues, “Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book 

were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not 

one of them” (Ps. 139:16).   

 

He made you for a specific purpose,  

 

Placed you into the family you’re in,  
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Had you raised as He wanted you to be raised,  

 

Called you out of darkness at the time He did;  

 

He gave you the gifts and opportunities you have,  

 

Placed you in the circumstances/trials you have to face,   

 

Planned the good things you would accomplish,  

 

Even the sins you would commit,  

 

And how He would work those together for your good.   

 

 

You can complain about how He has made you  

 

And what you’ve had to go through,  

 

But it’s exactly what you needed  

 

To do what He made you to do.   

 

 

What about the sins you commit?   

 

If God planned them, are you responsible for them?  Yes.   

 

You’re responsible because they were your choices.   

 

We’ve all made bad choices,  

 

But He’s planned even to work these together for our good –  

  

 

Paul writes, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (rom. 

8:28) –  

 

Though we should never use this as an excuse to sin –  

 

Again Paul writes, “What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin so that 

grace may increase?  May it never be!  How shall we who died to sin still live in 

it?” (Rom. 6:1-2).   
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If you’ve died with Christ and have been raised again to a new kind of life,  

 

You can’t continue to live as you did before.   

 

You can’t use God’s grace as a reason to sin,  

 

Rather, you should use it as a reason not to –  

 

God continues to forgive you for the things that would condemn you –  

 

How can you not love and serve Him more for this?   

 

 

In closing, here are three specific things to take away:   

 

1.  That you should never complain about your circumstances.   

 

Maybe God didn’t make you the way you wanted,  

 

Maybe you don’t have as much of the world’s goods as you would like,  

 

Maybe you don’t have the greatest natural and spiritual gifts,  

 

But He has given you what He wanted you to have  

 

And more than you deserve –  

 

We really deserve to be in hell, but we’re not by His grace.   

 

 

Instead of being unhappy about what you don’t have,  

 

Learn to thank God for the things He has given you,  

 

Especially, that He has chosen to give you eternal life!   

 

The way to receive more from the Lord  

 

Is to thank Him for what He has given you  

 

And not to complain about what He hasn’t.   

 

 

2.  That He has made you to give Him glory.   

 

He made you as He did for a specific reason.   
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Whatever that reason is, He has given you what you need to do it.   

 

So ask the Lord to guide you, and show you what that thing is,  

 

And then pursue it to the best of your ability.   

 

Seek to give Him glory in it,  

 

Calling on Him to help you at every step of the way.   

 

 

3.  Finally, don’t be discouraged by what’s happened in the past,  

 

Or what’s happening now.   

 

God has a reason behind allowing all this evil.   

 

No one is going to get away with anything.   

 

God will either use this evil to glorify His grace,  

 

Or to glorify His justice –  

 

Either way, you will see His glory.   

 

 

So continue to pray for what you know God intends to do from His Word,  

 

And continue to do what you can to turn the people you know  

 

From their sins to Christ,  

 

So that when God reveals His glory in Christ,  

 

They will be able to rejoice with you.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


