
“All Who Live Godly Will Be Persecuted” 
(Acts 21:27-40)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw Paul complete his journey to Jerusalem.  We noted:   
a.  That he didn’t come alone:  several fellow believers accompanied him.   
b.  That his report to the Jewish church brought a great deal of joy because of 

what the Lord had been doing among the Gentiles.   
c.  But that his reputation had been tarnished among the believing Jews because 

of the slander of the unbelieving Jews.   
d.  We also saw James’ counsel to Paul to remove that tarnish, and Paul’s 

willingness to follow it, all for the sake of the Gospel.   
 

2.  From this, the Spirit of the Lord was telling us that we should be willing to do 
all things for Christ, to advance His Gospel:   
a.  We should be willing to give our lives for Christ’s cause, as Paul and his 

companions were willing to do.   
b.  We should be willing to glorify God when we see Him working through 

others to advance the Gospel, as the Jewish church did when they heard of 
the work of God through Paul among the Gentiles – again, if we are willing 
to die for the Gospel, how much more should we be willing to crucify our 
reputation and pride, and to thank God for the work He is doing through other 
believers.   

c.  And finally, we should be willing to become all things to all men that we 
might minister to others, as Paul was willing to submit to the traditions of the 
Jewish faith in order to minister to the believing Jews.   
(i)  Paul couldn’t keep the Ceremonial Law or lead others to keep it – or the 

Moral Law, for that matter – in order to merit their salvation – that would 
be a denial of the Gospel.   

(ii)  But he could do so for the sake of tradition, for the sake of custom – as 
he kept the traditions himself, even having Timothy circumcised so as not 
to offend the Jews they sought to evangelize.   

(iii)  If we could just learn to leave unimportant issues to one side in order to 
deal more directly with matters of substance, we might just find the Lord 
using us to accomplish more in His kingdom.   

(iv)  But again, this, and all we do, we are to do for the sake of His Gospel, 
the Gospel by which we have been saved, and the only Gospel that can 
save any member of Adam’s fallen race.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll see Paul’s attempt to minister to the believing Jews lead to 
his arrest.   
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a.  He was just finishing the seven days of purification in the temple when he 
was spotted by some of the Jews who had come from Asia.   

b.  They immediately recognized him, laid hold of him, and called the other 
Jews to come and help them.   

c.  While they were seeking to kill Paul, word of the riot came to the Roman 
tribune, who immediately came with his troops to squelch the uproar.   

d.  And the Lord turned what began as an attempt on Paul’s life to an 
opportunity for Paul to preach to several thousand Jews.   

 
2.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, at this reminder that if we live as Christians, the world will persecute 
us.   

b.  And second, although this is true, our Lord, who is in control and who cares 
about us, will overrule all things for good, for the advancement of His 
Gospel.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if we live as Christians, the world will persecute us.   
1.  Just as the days of purification were coming to an end, Paul was discovered (vv. 

27-30).   
a.  He was spotted in the Temple by some of the Jews from Asia (v. 27).   

(i)  Remember, this happened at the feast of Passover.   
(ii)  Jews had come from all over the Roman Empire to celebrate it at 

Jerusalem.   
(iii)  Paul had himself just come from Asia – where Ephesus is located – 

which is why these Jews would have recognized him.   
 

b.  They immediately began to rally the other Jews in the Temple against Paul, 
provoking them by pronouncing false charges against him (vv. 28-29).   
(i)  They charged him with preaching against the Jews:  perhaps Paul’s 

assertions that in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, but one new 
man (Gal. 3:28).   

(ii)  With preaching against the Law:   
(a)  This is what James said the believing Jews thought about him – it may 

be that here was the source of the confusion.   
(b)  But Paul didn’t preach against the Law when it was used lawfully.   
(c)  He was preaching against justification through the Law and against the 

assertion that a Gentile must become a Jew in order to be saved.   
 

(iii)  They charged him with preaching against the temple:   
(a)  The temple was a picture of Jesus Christ – through Jesus, it had been 

torn down and raised up again as a spiritual temple.   
(b)  Perhaps they had in mind here Paul’s preaching that the church was 

the temple of God, that God was now to be worshipped in Spirit and in 
truth, and that what was obsolete and growing old was ready to pass 
away.   
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(iv)  And they charged him with the unthinkable:  of bringing Greeks into the 

temple and defiling it:   
(a)  They hadn’t see Paul do this, but they had seen him with Trophimus 

and assumed that Paul had brought him in the temple.   
(b)  Since Paul didn’t believe the Temple was necessary any longer, why 

not bring Gentiles into it?   
(c)  Because of how offensive this would have been to the Jews – this 

would have ended his ability to minister to them forever.   
 

(v)  Paul was not guilty of any of these charges:  they purposely 
misunderstood or maligned what he said so that the rest of the Jews would 
help them.   

 
c.  The result was that they all tried to kill him (v. 30).   

(i)  The whole city was in an uproar.   
(ii)  They laid hands on him, dragged him out of the temple, and shut the 

doors behind him.   
(iii)  Then they began beating him, trying to kill him (as we see in vv. 31-32 

below).   
 

2.  What does this tell us but that all who live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted?   
a.  The world hates the Gospel.   

(i)  Man hates the idea of grace – he wants any relationship with God to be of 
works.  He wants to do it himself; he doesn’t want to humble himself to 
receive God’s mercy.   

(ii)  He also doesn’t want to live a holy life, and so he resists the idea of a 
sovereign Creator who’s going to hold him accountable for his sins.   

 
b.  And, of course, if the world hates the message, they will also hate the 

messenger:  At least they will if the messenger heralds that message.   
(i)  If we don’t live godly lives, if it isn’t clear that we’re Christians, and 

especially if our Christianity/our message has no reforming/convicting 
implications on those we are around, we won’t suffer persecution.   
(a)  That’s not a good thing.  Jesus warns us that we must not hide our 

light under a bushel (Matt. 5:15):  we are not to be secret Christians.   
(b)  If we deny Him before men, He will deny us before the Father 

(10:33).   
 

(ii)  But if we confess Him (10:32), if we live godly, if our godliness reproves 
the sins of those around us, He will confess us; but we will suffer, 
especially from those who are most offended by the particular light that 
we’re shining.   
(a)  Chuck McIlhenny is hated most by the homosexual community 

because he stood against their evil agenda.   
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(b)  Peter Barnes is hated most by Jehovah’s Witnesses, because being an 
ex-Witness, he has determined to spend his remaining days turning as 
many away from that false religion as he can.   

(c)  And of course Ben Stein, though not a Christian, is hated by those in 
secular science for exposing their bigotry against intelligent design.  
Even though he doesn’t come right out and say there is a Creator, all 
the implications of his documentary point in that direction.   

(d)  The more our light shines in the eyes of the unbelieving, the more they 
will hate us for it.   

(e)  And the more they hate us, the more we will be persecuted.   
 
B.  But second, though the world hates us, our Lord, who cares about us and who is in 

control, will overrule all things for good.   
1.  Paul was rescued by the Roman commander (vv. 31-40).   

a.  While the Jews were seeking to kill Paul, a report was sent to the commander 
(tribune, leader of 600-1000 men) of the Roman cohort (tenth of a legion, 
about 600 men) as to what was going on (v. 31).   

b.  He took some of his solders and centurions and immediately went to where 
they were beating Paul.  When the Jews saw him and the soldiers, they 
stopped (v. 32).   

c.  The commander took him into custody (to protect him from the mob), bound 
him with two chains (to keep him from escaping), and began interrogating the 
people (v. 33).   

d.  The reaction of the crowd was mixed, some saying one thing and some 
another.  When he wasn’t able to determine Paul’s crime because of the 
uproar, he ordered him to be taken to the barracks (v. 34).   

e.  The mob was so violent and so bent on Paul’s death, the soldiers literally had 
to carry him up the stairs (vv. 35-36).   

f.  When he was just about inside the building, Paul asked the commander if he 
could speak to him.   
(i)  Seeing that he knew Greek, the commander changed his mind about Paul:  

he thought he was the Egyptian who had stirred up a previous revolt of 
four thousand men (vv. 37-38).   

(ii)  “Josephus mentions this story, that ‘an Egyptian raised a seditious party, 
promised to show them the fall of the walls of Jerusalem from the mount 
of Olives, and that they should enter the city upon the ruins.’  The captain 
here says that he led out into the wilderness four thousand men that were 
murderers . . .  What a degeneracy was there in the Jewish nation, when 
there were found there so many that had such a character, and could be 
drawn into such an attempt upon the public peace!  But Josephus says that 
‘Felix the Roman president went out against them, killed four hundred, 
and took two hundred prisoners, and the rest were dispersed.’ – Antiq. 20. 
171; Wars 2. 263.  And Eusebius speaks of it, Hist. 2. 20.  It happened in 
the thirteenth year of Claudius, a little before those days, about three years 
ago.  The ringleader of this rebellion, it seems, had made his escape, and 
the chief captain concluded that one who lay under so great an odium as 
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Paul seemed to lie under, and against whom there was so great an outcry, 
could not be a criminal of less figure than this Egyptian.  See how good 
men are exposed to ill-will by mistake” (Matthew Henry).   

(iii)  Paul replied that he was a Jew, of Tarsus, a citizen of an important city 
(v. 39).   

 
2.  What’s interesting here is that he asked the tribune permission to speak to the 

people, and that the tribune gave him that permission (v. 39-40).   
a.  The Jews wanted to kill Paul, but not only was Paul rescued from their 

power, he was also given an opportunity to bear witness to the thousands who 
had just tried to kill him.   

b.  This again shows us the sovereignty of God.   
(i)  Jesus said He would be with His church:  no one can do anything to any 

one of His people outside of His control (Acts 18:10).   
(ii)  He overrules man’s evil for His glory.   
 

3.  The Lord will do the same for us.   
a.  Jesus said we would be hated by the world (John 15:18-19), but He also told 

us He would be with us in our afflictions.   
b.  He may allow us to bring an even greater witness in our affliction than we 

ever could have given in life.   
(i)  The Lord used those with great gifts to advance His cause, sometimes 

even more powerfully through their death:  William Tyndale, Jon Huss, 
Thomas Cranmer, Hugh Latimer, Nicolas Ridley.   

(ii)  But He also used those with lesser gifts to give tremendous testimony 
through their endurance in persecution.  Corrie ten Boom was an ordinary 
woman who glorified the Lord through her courage in suffering for doing 
what was right.   

(iii)  Some are distinguished for their gifts and others for their sacrifices.  The 
Lord uses both for His glory.   

 
4.  He may even give us opportunities to speak the Gospel before our enemies.   

a.  Persecution has the affect of drawing attention to the one being persecuted.   
b.  If that should happen to us, we need to be ready to speak on Christ’s behalf.   
c.  All who live godly will be persecuted, but the Lord will use that persecution 

for His glory.  Amen.   
d.  Let’s prepare now to come to the Table to renew our covenant with Him and 

to receive His grace to face whatever persecution He wills in our lives for His 
glory.   


