
 

“All Who Desire to Live Godly Will Be Persecuted” 
(2 Timothy 3:12) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We are living in the last days.  We saw this in 1 Peter 1:20, where Peter said that 
the coming of Christ signaled the beginning of the last age of redemptive history before His 
Second Coming.  The apostle John, looking at how many there were in the world at his time 
who opposed Christ and who were seeking to take his place, said that we are living in the last 
hour.  The last days are days of difficulty for the Christian.  Certainly there are times and places 
where Christianity flourishes.  We thank God for those times.  They are the first-fruits of that 
world-wide change which will come in the Lord’s timing when the knowledge of the Lord will 
cover the land as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9).  But for the most part, the days prior to the 
Lord’s return are marked with difficulty for the Christian.  Paul writes to Timothy, “But realize 
this, that in the last days difficult times will come” (2 Tim. 3:1).  Difficult times had already 
come upon the people of God.  When you look back over the history of the Old Testament, the 
times of the people’s departure from the Lord far outweighed the times of their faithfulness.  
With some exceptions, the pilgrimage of the people of God through this world has always been a 
difficult one.  Paul is telling Timothy that these times will continue through the New Covenant, 
until the time that the Lord comes to rescue His people.  He tells us what their character will be 
like.  They will be lovers of self, lovers of money, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.  
They will have the appearance of godliness, but will deny its power.  They will always be 
learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  And Christians will suffer at 
their hands, for the world does not like the light which they hold out to them, the light of the 
Gospel of Christ, by which they might be saved.  Paul points to himself as an example of what is 
in store for the Christian.  He is grateful that Timothy followed him, both in his godly virtues, 
and in his endurance of sufferings.  Paul writes, “What persecutions I endured, and out of them 
all the Lord delivered me!  And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.”  During these times, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  
You can count on it.  If you really yearn to live a godly life, if you really desire to follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you will be persecuted.  But, all praise be to God, the blessing and the 
promise of God is this, that whatever persecutions you will have to face, the Lord will deliver 
you out of them all.  “What persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me!”  
What I want you to see then is this,  
 
 As a Christian, you will have to face persecution in this world.  But the blessing that 
accompanies this is that the Lord has promised to deliver you from them.   
 

H.  You Do Not Need to Fear All the Pain and Suffering and Persecution that Comes When 
You Walk in the Ways of God’s Holiness, For the Lord Will Turn Them All into a 
Blessing for You.   
1.  There are many who will never begin the Christian race for this very reason.   

a.  For instance, how many people do you think were tempted to serve the Lord during 
the time of the Roman persecution of Christians?   

b.  How many were tempted to go the way of the Lord during the reign of the wicked 
king Ahab, or Jezebel, or Manasseh, or Zedekiah?   
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c.  How many Christians were willing to obey God and protect the innocent Jews who 
were being slaughtered under Hitler at the risk of their own death?   

d.  How many do you think will be tempted to follow Christ during the times when 
Christianity is at a low ebb?  Not many.   

e.  This is why Jesus tells those who would follow Him to first count the cost to see if 
they have enough to complete the course.  He said don’t go to war unless you have 
enough strength to fight.  Don’t begin to build the tower unless you have enough 
money to complete it (Luke 14:27-31).   

f.  When the early church was persecuted, very few people followed the way of Christ.  
But the people that did were very committed.  You would never bring so much 
persecution down on your head unless you were dead serious.   

g.  The funny thing was, that when Christianity became the religion of the state under 
Constantine, it became very fashionable to be a Christian, and the churches were 
flooded with many who were strangers to the grace of Christ.   

h.  That seems to be the case today.  There are many people in the church who do not 
seem to want to serve Jesus.   

i.  Many churches have turned against the Gospel and are preaching nothing more than 
brotherly love and equal tolerance for all.   

j.  When someone stands out of the norm, and speaks up for the Lord, and speaks out 
against all of the injustice and evil in this society, neither the unbeliever nor the 
professor will bear it.  There will be persecution.   

k.  “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”   
l.  For this reason many who understand what following Christ will cost them, will 

never begin to follow.   
m.  For this same reason, many who profess to know Christ and love Him will never 

step out of their closet and make their voices heard.   
 

2.  But to overcome this fear, you need only to consider the promises of God.  That is 
what Paul did.  Remember what he said?  “What persecutions I endured, and out of 
them all the Lord delivered me!”  When you consider the wonderful promises of God 
which are yours when you run this race in Christ, it gives you all the encouragement 
you need to begin it and to finish it.  I would like you to consider these things as well 
this evening, in order to give you fresh courage in the race that you are running.   
a.  Remember first of all that God has promised in His Word to cause all things to work 

toward your good.  “And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” 
(Rom. 8:28).  It does so in several ways.   
(i)  There was a Reformed theologian by the name of Olevianus, who once said 

when he was sick, “In this disease I have learned how great God is, and what the 
evil of sin is; I never knew what God’s purpose was before now, nor what sin 
meant until now” (Brooks 80).   

(ii)  In saying this, he was only reflecting what the psalmist had written so many 
years ago.  “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Thy statutes” 
(119:71).   

(iii)  Affliction is often God’s way of teaching us the holiness of His way, and the 
sinfulness of our sins.   
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(iv)  Affliction also helps us to put our sin to death.  Again, the psalmist writes, 
“Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Thy Word” (119:67).   

(v)  Affliction is like a fire which burns away all of the dross in our lives, to purify 
us and make us fit vessels for the Master’s use.  Solomon wrote, “Take away the 
dross from the silver, and there comes out a vessel for the smith” (Prov. 25:4).   

(vi)  It was a saying of long ago, that during times of peace our armor is rusty, in 
time of war it is bright.   

(vii)  When the Lord sent the prophets to His people to warn them to turn from their 
idols, they refused.  But after He sent them into exile, and then brought them 
back, there wasn’t an idol to be seen anywhere.   

(viii)  The Lord removes your imperfections, your sins, by putting you through the 
fiery crucible of affliction.   

(ix)  Affliction also keep us from sinning more.  When you are burned by the fire, 
you are far more reluctant to get near it again.   

(x)  Through affliction the Lord works within us a greater holiness.  The author to 
the Hebrews writes, “But He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His 
holiness” (Heb. 12:10).   

(xi)  Afflictions have been called by some ‘the mother of virtue.”  The wicked king 
Manasseh did not repent until he was afflicted with chains.  Martin Luther said 
that there were some passages of Scripture that he did not understand until he 
faced adversity.  Stephen did not see the heavens opened until he was stoned by 
the enemies of the Lord.  Jacob did not see God’s ladder into heaven until he fled 
from his brother Esau.   

(xii)  Just examine your own lives and you will find many examples of how the 
Lord works holiness through all of your trials.  When you are sick, doesn’t it 
remind you of how important holiness is and doesn’t it strengthen you to turn 
away from things you know are wrong?  When you fall into sin doesn’t it cause 
you to hate the devil who brings the temptations and make you resolve even more 
not to give him any more pleasure by falling into his temptations?  When you are 
ridiculed for standing up for the truth, doesn’t it help fasten you even more to the 
truth so that you are less willing to budge from it?  Afflictions strengthen you.  
God works them together for good.   

(xiii)  It was written of Tiberius the emperor that he passed by a place where there 
was a cross embedded in a marble stone.  He ordered the stone to be dug up and 
found a great treasure under it.  The same is true of the saint.  There are spiritual 
treasures to be found under the crosses which the Lord puts in your path.   

(xiv)  Affliction will also help keep you humble when you realize that God has 
brought them to you to humble you for past sins.  Jeremiah said to the Lord, 
“Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness.  
Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down within me” (Lam. 3:19-20).   

(xv)  This is also a blessing to the saint, realizing that “God is opposed to the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).   

(xvi)  Prosperity has a tendency to make us proud.  But affliction humbles us and 
makes us ripe to receive the Lord’s blessing.  Didn’t our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
order to receive the greatest blessing ever bestowed, humble Himself and undergo 
affliction (Phil. 2:5-11)?  You must go that path as well, and the Lord will help 
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you.   
(xvii)  There was a man named Tiribazus, who was a noble Persian.  One day a 

group of men tried to arrest him, but he drew his sword and began to defend 
himself.  However, when they told him that they had come to make him king, he 
gave up the fight and went willingly.  In the same way you might be tempted to 
struggle against afflictions when they come.  But when you realize that they are 
sent by God to bring you closer to Him, you will be more apt to yield to them and 
let God do His work in your life.   

(xviii)  Affliction will revive and quicken you like nothing else can.  It has a 
wonderful way of focusing and fastening your heart on God like a hammer drives 
nails into wood.   

(xix)  Do not step off the road of righteousness when you see a cross in the way.  
Pick it up.  Carry it forward, for it is put there by the Lord for your good.   

 
b.  Remember as well that when afflictions come, they can only hurt your outer man, 

they cannot touch the inner man, which is the most important part of you.   
(i)  Paul said that we shouldn’t worry so much about our bodies.  “Therefore we do 

not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).   

(ii)  Our Lord said, “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill 
the soul” (Matt. 10:28).  The soul is by far the most important part.  If affliction 
cannot harm this, then it really can’t do you any harm.   

(iii)  Socrates said of his enemies, “They may kill me, but they cannot hurt me” 
(84).  So afflictions may kill you, but they cannot hurt you.  They may even take 
away your life, but they cannot take away your God, your Christ, nor your crown.   

 
c.  When afflictions come to you in the Lord’s gracious Providence, also remember that 

they are only temporary.   
(i)  David writes, “Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, and give thanks to 

His holy name.  For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; 
weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning” (Psalm 
30:4-5).   

(ii)  The storms are fierce, but they end in everlasting calms.   
(iii)  Life is really quite short.  It is like a vapor which appears for a little while and 

then it is gone.  Even though you may have to face a life of affliction, it will still 
be over very quickly, and then you will be with the Lord forever.   

(iv)  The author to the Hebrews wrote, “For you have need of endurance, so that 
when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  FOR 
YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND 
WILL NOT DELAY” (Heb. 10:36-37).   

(v)  Athanasius was sent in to exile several times for his orthodox stand on the 
doctrine of the Trinity.  When he was in exile, his friends came to him to 
sympathize with him.  But he said to them, “It is but a little cloud, and will 
quickly be gone” (85).   

(vi)  It will be only a day before the Lord takes away your affliction and gives you 
beauty for ashes, the oil of gladness for the spirit of heaviness.   
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d.  And do not forget God’s heart behind all that He allows to come into your life.  

These things are motivated by His love.   
(i)  The Lord says to the church of Laodicea, “'Those whom I love, I reprove and 

discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent” (Rev. 3:19).   
(ii)  It is not His enemies that He afflicts in this way, but those whom He loves.  

Remember, God does not allow any of His children to go without His fatherly 
chastening.  Your greatest concern should be the lack of discipline, not its 
presence.  “God had one Son without corruption, but no son without correction” 
(86).   

(iii)  You must learn to be able to look through the darkest clouds to see God’s love 
through the affliction.   

(iv)  When a man by the name of Munster was laying sick on his bed, his friends 
asked him how he was doing. He pointed to his sores and ulcers which were all 
over his body and said, “These are God’s gems and jewels, with which He clothes 
His best friends, and to me they are more precious than all the gold and silver in 
the world” (86).   

(v)  God’s afflictions come from a heart of love to His children.  They are meant to 
prepare you for heaven to live with Him forever.   

(vi)  You must never look at your trials and judge them by how much they hurt or 
by how much grief they have brought you.  Rather, you must judge their value by 
the purpose for which God has brought them.   

(vii)  Look at the end of the road, not at the beginning.  Don’t look at Israel’s 
slavery in Egypt, but their triumphal exit.  Don’t look at their exile into Babylon, 
but their glorious return into the land.   

(viii)  Consider the outcome of Job’s situation and how the Lord blessed him.   
(ix)  Don’t look at poor Lazarus at the door of the rich man’s house, but see him in 

Abraham’s bosom.   
(x)  Don’t look at Joseph’s being sold as a slave into Egypt, but at his being made 

ruler over all of Egypt.   
(xi)  Look to the end and know that it is better to walk in the ways of God’s holiness 

and suffer affliction, than to walk in the way of wickedness and avoid the cross.   
(xii)  If looking to the end of God’s path won’t do it for you, look at the end of the 

other road.  At the end there is nothing but everlasting misery and sorrow.  
There is no comfort, only eternal affliction.  There is no mercy, there is only 
wrath.  There is no well-being, only pain.  “’There is no peace for the wicked,’ 
says the LORD” (Isa. 48:22).  But there is everlasting peace for the righteous.   

 
e.  The last thing that I would like to tell you about God’s afflictions is that they are not 

meant to ruin you, but only to test you.   
(i)  Job said, “But He knows the way I take; when He has tried me, I shall come 

forth as gold” (Job 23:10).   
(ii)  And Moses said to the children of Israel, “And you shall remember all the way 

which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that 
He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep His commandments or not” (Deu. 8:2).   
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(iii)  God afflicts us in order to show us what is in our hearts.  He already knows.  
He uses them to search our hearts, to reveal to us our sin and imperfection, so that 
we might come to Him and that He might cleanse us and strengthen us.  You 
need only look back on your own experiences to see that when the fire is turned 
up, the dross of corruption comes floating to the top.   

(iv)  But people of God, do not step out of the way of holiness in order to avoid the 
fire.  The fire is good.  It is sanctified by God’s holy and loving purposes.  
Remember that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  
God has told you beforehand.  It is unavoidable.   

(v)   But also do not forget what the Lord intends for you through these trials.  He 
is working them all together for your good.  He loves you and wants to bring you 
closer to Himself, and that is exactly what these trials will do, if you will submit 
yourself to them.   

(vi)  May God give us all the grace to learn these very difficult lessons, and to shine 
forth more and more with the pure gold of a true and holy faith, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.   


