
“All Things Are Possible to You Who Believe” 

(Mark 9:14-29) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time in Mark, we considered the price we need to pay to follow Jesus.   

a.  Jesus showed us.   

(i)  He set an example of self-sacrifice and service.   

(ii)  He was willing to do whatever His Father called Him to do.   

(iii)  He was willing to pay whatever price.   

(iv)  And He did pay the ultimate price – He gave up His life on the cross to 

bring us back to God.   

(v)  If you really want to know Jesus,  

(a)  The way He calls you to know Him,  

(b)  The way Paul desired to know Him,    

(c)  In the way that Jesus tells us is eternal life (John 17:3),  

(d)  You must follow Him.   

(e)  You must walk that same path.  

 

b.  That’s what John the Baptist did.   

(i)  Even though he came before Jesus to herald His way, he was still 

following Him.   

(a)  Like His Lord, he put aside his own desires,  

(b)  To do what the Lord called him to do.   

(c)  He laid down his life,  

(d)  To follow Jesus,  

(e)  Even to death.   

 

(ii)  This is what you must do if you are to follow Him.   

(a)  This is what you must be willing to pay to know Him.   

(b)  That you might know what life really is.   

 

2.  Don’t forget, there’s also the promise of a reward in the future:   

a.  If you lay down your life to follow Him,  

b.  Not only will you come to know Him in a saving way,  

c.  You will also be part of the resurrection of life –  

d.  You will gain eternal life.   

e.  That’s worth any price you might have to pay.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see another very special blessing He promises to give you if 

you will follow Him:  to give you whatever you ask.   

a.  Mark tells us a man brought his demon-possessed son to Jesus.   

(i)  Since Jesus hadn’t yet returned from the mount,  

(ii)  He brought him to the disciples  
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(a)  And told them to cast it out –  

(b)  But they couldn’t do it.   

 

b.  When Jesus arrived, He saw His disciples arguing with some scribes.   

(i)  The scribes were probably blaming Jesus,  

(ii)  For their failure to cast out the demon.   

 

c.  Jesus asked them what they were talking about.   

(i)  The father explained what the demon had been doing to his son,  

(ii)  And how he had brought him to the disciples,  

(iii)  But they hadn’t been able to help him.   

 

d.  And so Jesus told His disciples to bring the boy to Him.   

(i)  When the demon saw Jesus, he immediately threw the boy into a 

convulsion.   

(ii)  Jesus asked the boy’s father how long he had been in that condition.   

(iii)  He said from childhood the demon had often thrown him into the fire 

and water.   

(a)  Again consider what the devil is really after:   

(b)  He wants to destroy you.   

(c)  That’s why the Lord warns you about him.   

(d)  That’s why He warns you against the things of this world,  

(e)  Against the things Satan promotes in this world,  

(f)  Against wanting too much money, too much fame and honor,  

(g)  Against drugs, sensual desires, hatred, revenge.   

(h)  Sin is destructive – it will ruin you.   

(i)  Which is why you should steer clear of the world  

(j)  And not listen to your heart when it tells you to go that way.   

 

e.  But now we get to the center of the matter:   

(i)  The disciples couldn’t help this young man.   

(ii)  And so the father cries out to Jesus, “If you can do anything, take pity on 

us and help us!”   

(iii)  Jesus, as He always does, goes right to the heart of the issue –  

(a)  The problem this boy’s father was having,  

(b)  And His disciples – the word “if.”  

(c)  Jesus asks, “If you can?”   

(1)  These are the words of unbelief.   

(2)  Faith says, “I know you can.”   

(3)  Isn’t this a problem we have as well?   

 

(d)  Jesus says, “All things are possible to him who believes.”   

(1)  The father, being honest with himself and Jesus, says, “I do 

believe.”   

(2)  But his faith isn’t very strong,  

(3)  And so he adds, “Help my unbelief” (v. 24).   
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(iv)  By this time a crowd was beginning to gather,  

(a)  And so Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and it left,  

(b)  Leaving the boy looking as though he was dead.   

(c)  But Jesus took him by the hand and helped him up.   

 

(v)  The disciples still didn’t get the point –  

(a)  They were still wondering why they couldn’t cast the demon out.   

(b)  And so when they came into the house, they asked Jesus.   

(c)  Jesus said, “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer” (v. 

29).   

(d)  They actually had two problems:  unbelief and the lack of prayer.   

(1)  Jesus was saying either,  

(A)  That if the disciples had prayed,  

(B)  The Father would have strengthened their faith,  

(C)  And they would have been able to cast it out.   

(D)  Or, if they had prayed the prayer of faith,  

(E)  He would have cast it out.   

(F)  Either way, the problem was their faith,  

(G)  Which they should have used in their prayers.   

 

(2)  If you want the Lord’s help in the things He calls you to do for 

Him,  

(A)  You must believe that He will help you.   

(B)  And you must pray and ask for His help.   

(C)  If you do, then everything will become possible – at least within 

certain boundaries.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things this morning:   

a.  First, that all things are possible for you.   

b.  But second, you must believe.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, all things are possible for you.   

1.  What does Jesus mean by all things?   

a.  There are some who take this passage to mean whatever you want.   

(i)  Do you want to be rich?   

(ii)  Just ask God to give you money.   

(iii)  Do you want to be famous?   

(iv)  Just ask Him for fame.   

(v)  I remember a friend one time saying that He was looking for a business 

he could start, so that the Lord could bless him.   

 

b.  The problem with this way of thinking is:   

(i)  That it looks at God as someone waiting around to serve you,  

(ii)  To complete your life,  

(iii)  To make you happy.   
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c.  God does want to make you happy,  

(i)  But He knows you will only be happy in one way:   

(a)  It won’t come by trying to satisfy your lusts –  

(1)  That will only destroy you.   

(2)  Have you ever read the biographies of the rich and famous?   

(3)  About their broken marriages?   

(4)  About the problems in their families?   

(5)  Their addictions to alcohol, drugs, and immorality?   

(6)  Even about their suicides?   

 

(b)  The hope that they will someday have these things  

(1)  Is what keeps most of the people in the world going –  

(2)  They have nothing else to live for.   

 

(c)  But those who have these things,  

(1)  Discover they don’t really satisfy,  

(2)  And since there’s nothing else they know of that’s better than this,  

(3)  They’ll either try to dull their senses with drugs and alcohol,  

(4)  Or they’ll put an end to their lives.   

 

(d)  The Lord tells us that the pleasures of sin are “passing” –  

(1)  They don’t last.   

(2)  That’s why Moses gave up the wealth of Egypt to follow God 

(Heb. 11:24-26).   

 

(ii)  True happiness only comes from the Lord,  

(a)  By being in relationship with Him,  

(b)  By being what the He wants you to be,  

(c)  And by doing what He wants you to do.   

(d)  Those who want the world, look at God as a giant killjoy.   

(1)  He won’t let me have what I want.   

(2)  He won’t let me do what I want to do.   

(3)  The reason He won’t is that He knows those things will always hurt 

you.   

(4)  The only path of safety – as we’ve seen – is the path He lays out.   

(5)  The only way to perfect happiness, is in the way of obedience.   

 

(e)  God doesn’t really profit by your obedience – you are the one who 

profits.   

(1)  Don’t expect Him to give you things  

(2)  That He knows will only hurt or destroy you.   

(3)  Expect instead that He will give you  

(4)  The things that ultimately will make you happy.   

(5)  How can you know what those things are?   
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2.  They are the things He has promised to give you.   

a.  This sounds like a good reason to read the Bible.   

(i)  We often read it because we know we should.   

(a)  You read it because you know it’s a means of grace.   

(b)  You know the Lord will bless and strengthen you.   

 

(ii)  We often read it to learn more about the Lord –  

(a)  So that you can know Him more fully.    

(b)  And these are both very good reasons.   

 

(iii)  But you should also read it to see what He has promised,  

(a)  To know what He will give you in answer to prayer.   

(b)  These are the things you need,  

(c)  And they are things you can know He will give.   

 

b.  And so, if you need 

(i)  Wisdom,  

(a)  Then ask the Lord for it.   

(b)  James writes, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 

who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given 

to him” (1:5).   

 

(ii)  Strength,  

(a)  Then wait on Him in prayer.   

(b)  Isaiah writes, “Those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; 

they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get 

tired, they will walk and not become weary” (40:31).   

 

(iii)  Food and covering – the means of life,  

(a)  Then put God’s purpose for you first in your life.   

(b)  Jesus says, “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What 

will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’  For the Gentiles 

eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:31-

33).   

 

B.  But there is one more thing you must do:  you must believe.   

1.  The Lord must first promise something before you can expect Him to give it.   

a.  But you must believe.   

b.  Jesus says, “All things are possible to him who believes” (v. 23).   

c.  But what do you have to believe?   

d.  Three things:   

(i)  That He is.   

(ii)  That He is able to do what He has promised.   

(iii)  And that He is willing to do it.   
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2.  You first have to believe that He really exists.   

a.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “And without faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a 

rewarder of those who seek Him” (11:6).   

b.  If you’re continually struggling over whether God is real or not,  

c.  You can’t expect Him to answer your prayers.   

d.  If you don’t have any faith at all, you must first trust in Christ.   

e.  If you do have faith, but it’s weak, you must strengthen it:   

(i)  Cut off your sins – starve your flesh.   

(ii)  Feed your spirit with the means of grace.   

(iii)  In particular, pray!   

(iv)  And your faith will grow.   

 

3.  You must believe, second, that He is able to give what He promises.   

a.  Since this is the focus of the sermon this evening,  

b.  Let me just encourage you to come.   

c.  Not only will it strengthen your faith in God’s ability to do what He said He 

would do,  

d.  It will also strengthen your love for Him.   

 

4.  Finally, you must believe that He is willing to give what He promises.   

a.  Maybe you don’t have a problem with the fact that He is and that He is able.   

b.  Maybe this is where your faith fails – you don’t believe He is willing.   

c.  Is He willing?   

d.  You need to ask yourself these questions:   

(i)  Why would God promise something if He didn’t intend to do it?   

(ii)  Does God ever lie?   

(iii)  If He always tells the truth, then how can you doubt Him?   

 

e.  Maybe the problem isn’t in any of these areas.   

(i)  You believe that God will do this for others,  

(ii)  But not for you.   

(iii)  But if you’ve trusted Jesus,  

(a)  And you still don’t believe He will,  

(b)  Aren’t you still doubting His Word?   

 

(iv)  Is it because you don’t believe you’re a Christian?   

(a)  Then you need to make your calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10).   

(b)  Examine your heart to see if you love God.   

(c)  If you don’t, then turn to Him in repentance and faith,  

(d)  And ask Him to put that love there.   

(e)  Then stop doubting the Lord, and begin believing,  

(f)  Because “all things are possible to him who believes.”  Amen.   
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