
“All Things According to His Will” 

(Ephesians 1:11) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen revival does two things towards advancing the work of redemption:   

a.  It accelerates the bringing in of Christ’s sheep.   

b.  And it speeds the subjection of His enemies.   

 

2.  We’ve also seen the work of redemption is carried out by the Spirit:   

a.  Both in strengthening His people,  

b.  And by bringing home the truths of the Gospel to the lost.   

c.  In revival, the Spirit works more powerfully,  

d.  So that both of these things are intensified.   

 

3.  And we’ve seen that there is something we can do to promote this work:   

a.  We can pray that the Lord would send His Spirit to revive us.   

(i)  That He would help us to use the means of grace more and more 

effectively.   

(ii)  And help us to preserve what we have of the Spirit’s work.   

 

b.  And once we’re revived, we can pray He would revive the fellowship/church.   

(i)  And that He would send His Spirit on the lost.   

(ii)  So that when we go out to gather the lost,  

(iii)  He will have already prepared their hearts.   

(a)  It’s been said that most of the work,  

(b)  For anything we attempt for the Lord,  

(c)  Is accomplished in prayer.   

(d)  The rest is just the mop up operation.   

(e)  We need to pray more/seek the Lord more for His Spirit.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, let’s consider one last thing about revival:  that it is sovereignly 

in God’s hands.  Paul reminds us in our passage that He “works all things after 

the counsel of His will” (v. 11).   

a.  Its specific application had to do with the Ephesian believers.   

(i)  The Lord chose them before the foundation of the world (v. 4),   

(ii)  To be holy – not because they were holy (v. 4);  

(iii)  That He predestined them to adoption (v. 5),  

(iv)  That His grace might be magnified (v. 6).   

(v)  Paul wanted the Ephesians to know that their salvation  

(vi)  Was a sovereign gift of God.   

(vii)  For which He deserved all the glory.   
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b.  What was true of them is no less true of you:  you were saved by God’s 

sovereign choice.     

c.  And so is everyone else who will be saved –  

(i)  Whether that number be few at one time,  

(ii)  Or many.   

 

2.  Let’s consider how God’s sovereignty fits with the responsibility we’ve already 

seen to be ours in revival.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, that God will work all things according to His will and bring revival in 

His time.   

b.  But second, that His sovereignty does not negate our responsibility to seek 

the lost.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, God is absolutely sovereign over all things and works everything according 

to His will, even revival.   

1.  One thing that is perfectly clear from Scripture is the fact that the Lord is 

absolutely sovereign over all things.   

a.  Paul says as much in our text:  He “works all things after the counsel of His 

will.”   

(i)  He continually works,  

(ii)  Not just some things, but all things –  

(iii)  Not just the small things, but the large –  

(iv)  According to the counsel of His will – according to His plan.   

 

b.  Again, consider our meditation:   

(i)  “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no 

other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the 

beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, 

saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My 

good pleasure.’”   

(ii)  He then goes on to apply this to Judah, “‘My purpose will be established, 

and I will accomplish all My good pleasure; calling a bird of prey from the 

east, the man of My purpose from a far country.  Truly I have spoken; 

truly I will bring it to pass.  I have planned it, surely I will do it’” (Isa. 

46:9-11).   

 

2.  Second, it’s also perfectly clear that He has planned to advance His Son’s 

kingdom well beyond what it is now.   

a.  He said as much to Nebuchadnezzar in his dream  

(i)  Through the stone that struck the statue’s feet,  

(ii)  Which “became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” (Dan. 2:35).   

 

b.  Daniel interprets this, “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set 

up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be 
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left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but 

it will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:44).   

(i)  That’s why Jesus told His disciples to go into all the world and make 

disciples of all the nations (Matt. 28:19).   

(ii)  And why He would be with them to help them carry it out.   

(iii)  It is the will of our great King, the Lord Jesus,  

(iv)  To move this kingdom forward until it does in fact fill the whole earth.   

 

3.  Finally, it’s clear that the Lord speeds these things up in revival:   

a.  When the Lord pours out of His Spirit,  

b.  His people are revived,  

c.  The lost are awakened,  

d.  And people are converted,  

e.  On a much grander scale.   

 

4.  But He does it on His timetable, not ours.   

a.  He plans the end from the beginning.   

b.  He not only plans what He will do,  

c.  And the means by which He’ll do it,  

d.  But also the timing in which it will be done,   

(i)  Such as what He did regarding His Son.   

(a)  That’s what the seventy weeks of Daniel had to do with.   

(1)  There were seventy weeks of seven years that were ordained  

(2)  For the nation of Israel.   

(3)  Beginning with a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.   

 

(b)  Sixty nine of those weeks had to pass,  

(1)  Before Jesus could come.   

(2)  That’s likely why, when His ministry began,  

(3)  He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand; repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15).   

 

(c)  His ministry also couldn’t end until the middle of the week:   

(1)  It was three and a half years into His ministry,  

(2)  When He was cut off, and in so doing  

(3)  He put an end to the Temple worship  

(4)  Because He had fulfilled it through the sacrifice of Himself,  

(5)  Just as the Lord said He would.    

 

(ii)  The same was also true of His plan to bring judgment on Israel for 

rejecting His Son.   

(a)  Jesus said, “This generation will not pass away until all these things 

take place” (Matt. 24:34).   

(b)  It couldn’t have happened after that generation had passed away.   

(1)  They were the ones who rejected the Messiah, who crucified Him.   

(2)  And so these would be the ones the Lord would hold accountable.   
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(3)  God has His timetable.   

 

(iii)  And so it is with regard to the coming of the kingdom with power.   

(a)  God will pour His Spirit out more powerfully  

(b)  To awaken and convert,  

(c)  And advance His kingdom,  

(d)  In His time,  

(e)  And not a moment sooner.   

 

B.  Second, the fact that God is sovereign doesn’t negate our responsibility to advance 

His kingdom.   

1.  If it’s true that the Lord will send revival in His time, shouldn’t we just sit back 

and wait until He does?  Of course not!   

a.  We have to do what the Lord has called us to do,   

b.  Whether the Lord sends revival or not.   

c.  William Carey faced a similar problem in his day:   

(i)  There were those who thought they shouldn’t do anything 

(ii)  With regard to the work of missions,  

(iii)  Because the Lord could bring them in,  

(iv)  Without their help.   

(v)  But the Lord convinced Carey otherwise,  

(vi)  As he was going about his work one day as the village cobbler, teacher 

and pastor.   

(vii)  Eugene Harrison writes in his Giants of the Missionary Trial,  

(1)  “It was early morning and the cattle in the quiet Northamptonshire 

pasture were disturbed by the sound of footsteps in the lane.  Turning 

their gaze in the direction from which the sounds came, the cattle saw a 

familiar figure and continued their grazing.  He was the village cobbler, 

carrying a load of new-made shoes to market.  He was oblivious of the 

cattle and even of the loveliness of nature in her summer gown.  His 

thoughts were far, far away.  As he walked, he said to himself, ‘Surely 

God means what He says.  Surely He means for us who know Him to 

carry the message of redemption to all men everywhere.’   

(2)  “Without a doubt, God means what he says!  

(3)  “When He says ‘GO,’ He means ‘GO!’   

(4)  “When He says ‘Go YE,’ He means ‘Go YE!’   

(5)  “When He says ‘INTO ALL THE WORLD,’ He means ‘INTO ALL 

THE WORLD!’   

(6)  “When He says ‘PREACH THE GOSPEL,’ He means ‘PREACH 

THE GOSPEL!’   

(7)  “When He says ‘Go ... TO EVERY CREATURE,’ He means ‘TO 

EVERY CREATURE!’ 

(8)  “Surely God means what He says!   

(9)  “With love for Christ burning in his soul, Carey kept reading and 

rereading Isaiah 54:5, ‘Thy Redeemer ... The God of the whole earth 

shall He be called.’  He also read in the New Testament of Christ’s 
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compassion for the lost sheep of all nations and of His command to 

preach the gospel to all the world.  At a ministers’ meeting he proposed 

that they consider ‘whether the command given to the Apostles to 

evangelize all nations is not binding on all succeeding ministers to the 

end of the world, seeing that the accompanying promise is of equal 

extent.’   

(10)  “The command is, ‘Go and teach all nations.’   

(11)  “The promise is, ‘Lo, I am with you.’  Has anyone the right to play 

leap-frog with the command and then hug the promise?   

(12)  “J. C. Ryland was merely expressing the universal attitude of the 

Church when he impatiently interrupted Carey and exclaimed, ‘Sit 

down, young man, sit down and be still.  When God wants to convert 

the heathen, He will do it without consulting either you or me.’  Carey 

sat down, but a vision of far-away lands and of multitudes in darkness 

haunted his soul, and he could not be still.  In season and out of season, 

in conversation and in sermon, he dealt with one all-absorbing theme, 

namely, the responsibility of the Church to launch out upon its long 

neglected, world-wide mission.  For eight years he devoted his spare 

time to making maps of heathen lands, gathering data as to their 

location, size, population and religions, and to a studied presentation of 

the arguments supporting the view that the missionary enterprise is the 

Church’s highest and holiest endeavor.  The results of these years of 

research and thought he incorporated in a lengthy pamphlet entitled 

THE ENQUIRY.  After picturing the desperate condition of the world 

where Christ was not known and enthroned, he put the trumpet of God 

to his lips and sounded the divine call to action.  He closed with an 

appeal for persistent prayer, bold planning and sacrificial giving.  

Citing his three beloved heroes, he stated,  

(13)  “What a treasure, what a harvest must await such as Paul and Eliot 

and Brainerd, who have given themselves wholly to God’s work!  What 

a heaven to see the myriads of the heathen who by their labours have 

been brought into the knowledge of God!  Surely it is worth while to 

lay ourselves out with all our might in promoting Christ’s Kingdom!”   

(14)  http://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/giants/biocarey2.html  

 

d.  Carey was right.   

(i)  The command must still be obeyed  

(ii)  Even if the conversion of souls is sovereignly in God’s hands,  

(iii)  And even if the same is true regarding revival.   

(iv)  The Lord not only determines the end,  

(v)  But also the means to the end,  

(a)  And He has determined that if anyone is going to be reached with the 

Gospel,  

(b)  It must be through those who are His.   

 

2.  Obviously, with regard to revival,  
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a.  It’s true we can’t force God’s hand to bring it,  

b.  But we must seek Him for it as He commands.   

(i)  We must govern our lives by His revealed will,  

(ii)  While trusting that He will work out His secret will,  

(iii)  His plan, in His timing.   

 

c.  And so we must pray,  

(i)  We must evangelize,  

(ii)  We must disciple,  

(iii)  And we must send.   

 

d.  Whether the Lord sends revival or not,  

(i)  The work must still go forward –  

(ii)  Even if it moves more slowly.   

(iii)  It is the same work.   

(iv)  We must carry it on no matter what the circumstances.   

 

e.  In the meantime, we should also pray specifically  

(i)  With His promises before our eyes,  

(ii)  That He will bring His glorious kingdom,  

(iii)  In His time.   

 

f.  Tonight, we’ll see that this is exactly what the ministers in New England and 

Scotland did that God’s kingdom might advance.   

g.  Please come back this evening, that you might be encouraged to do the same, as 

we conclude this year’s Reformation Series.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


