
“A Sincere Believer” 

(John 1:47) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking at what must be true of us if we are to be useful to the Lord.   

2.  Last week, we considered that we must be humble.   

a.  We mustn’t think too highly of ourselves or boast, think we’ve done anything 

well enough, be discontent, or shift blame.   

b.  But we should grieve over the sins of our hearts and lives, blame ourselves 

for our difficulties, consider others better than ourselves, rejoice when they 

do something better than we’re able, be willing to embrace the lowest of 

Christ’s servants, and give Jesus all the glory for any good thing we do.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s consider something else that must be true of us if we are to be 

useful to the Lord:  we must be sincere or genuine.   

a.  We see this in Nathanael.  Jesus said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 

whom there is no deceit!”   

(i)  He was an Israelite, but he was more – he was an Israelite indeed.   

(a)  He was the physical offspring of Abraham.   

(b)  But he was also his spiritual offspring.   

 

(ii)  There were true believers under the Old Covenant.   

(a)  There were those that looked to Christ and trusted Him through the 

shadows.   

(b)  They were around when Jesus ministered:  When they saw Him, they 

received Him as their Messiah.   

 

(iii)  Jesus didn’t need to do much to convince this man that He was the 

Messiah, because of the evidence and the Spirit’s work.   

(a)  Nathanael asked Jesus how He knew him.  Jesus said before Philip 

called him, when he was under the fig tree, He saw him – apparently 

something He couldn’t have known otherwise.   

(b)  He knew Nathanael’s character:  he was an honest man.   

(c)  And he had Philip’s testimony, “We have found Him of whom Moses 

in the Law and also the Prophets wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph” (John 1:45).   

 

b.  For our purposes this evening, we’re going to consider what Jesus centered 

on:  his sincerity.   

(i)  No believer is perfect, not even Nathanael; but God’s grace had become 

so prevalent in his life that it was characterized by honesty.   
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(ii)  And was he useful?  Jesus chose Nathanael (Bartholomew) to be one of 

the twelve.   

(iii)  If are to be useful to the Lord, we must be sincere.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider two things:   

a.  How we can know that we’re sincere.   

b.  Why we should strive for sincerity.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, how can we know we’re sincere?   

1.  We can know we’re sincere when we are in reality what we appear to be to 

others.   

a.  Nathanael wasn’t just a Jew outwardly, he was one inwardly (Rom. 2:29).   

(i)  He didn’t just claim to be Abraham’s seed; he had a real work of God’s 

Spirit in his heart.   

(ii)  He was a genuine believer.  “An Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 

deceit!”   

(iii)  If we’re sincere, we’ll mean what we say.   

(iv)  When we act, we’ll be doing what’s in our heart to do and not put on an 

act.   

 

b.  Hypocrites are not what they seem.   

(i)  They appear godly on the outside, but are corrupt inside.   

(ii)  Jesus said they’re like white-washed tombs.   

 

2.  Second, we can know we’re sincere when we honestly strive to please God in 

everything we do and everywhere we are.   

a.  We’ll try to please and honor Him in everything we do.   

(i)  We’ll pray that God might glorify Himself in the answer.   

(ii)  We’ll read the Bible, that we might know what pleases Him.   

(iii)  We’ll work in a way that draws attention to Him.   

(iv)  When we fail to live up to God’s standard, we’ll repent and try to do 

what He requires.   

 

b.  We’ll try to please and honor Him wherever we are.   

(i)  Whether we’re with other believers or those of the world, with others or 

by ourselves, we’ll be the same.   

(ii)  We’ll want God’s approval, rather than the world’s, because we’ll really 

want to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21).   

(iii)  Hypocrites think only about themselves – what they can gain in prayer, 

how they can save themselves from hell, how they can gain recognition 

from others.   

 

3.  Third, we can know we’re sincere when we’re able to open our hearts to God 

and confess our sins when we fail.   
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a.  Like David, when he wrote, “I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity 

I did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’; and 

You forgave the guilt of my sin” (Ps. 32:5).   

b.  Hypocrites hide their sins from God; but the sincere grieve over their sins and 

confess them to God, not just generally, but particularly.  When David 

confessed his sin of adultery and murder to the Lord, he didn’t say, “Deliver 

me from sin, “ but “Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my 

salvation” (Ps. 51:14).   

c.  To be sincere means to be real – there is no act, no show, no deception, but 

we’re genuine.   

 

B.  Why should we strive after sincerity?   

1.  First, because sincerity is the evidence we are true believers.   

a.  Deceiving ourselves, God, or others, is one of the reasons men will thrown 

into the lake of fire, “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable 

and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, 

their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death” (Rev. 21:8).   

b.  It’s only those who speak truth that will dwell with God in heaven, “O Lord, 

who may abide in Your tent?  Who may dwell on Your holy hill?  He who 

walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart” 

(Ps. 14:7).   

c.  If we are true believers, we must be sincere.   

 

2.  The second reason we should pursue sincerity is that it sets us apart in God’s 

eyes.   

a.  This is what distinguished Noah from all others of his generation:  “Noah was 

a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9).  

“Then the LORD said to Noah, ‘Enter the ark, you and all your household, 

for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time’” (7:1).   

b.  Solomon writes, “The perverse in heart are an abomination to the LORD, but 

the blameless in their walk are His delight” (Prov. 11:20).   

c.  God delights in sincerity – “Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being” 

(Ps. 51:6).   

 

3.  The third reason we should pursue sincerity is that it makes what we do 

acceptable to God.   

a.  Jesus said the church at Philadelphia had only a little strength, but He found 

the least wrong with them compared to the other churches.  Why?  Because 

they were sincere.  “You . . . have kept My Word, and have not denied My 

name” (Rev. 3:8).   

b.  A little service coming from a sincere heart means more to the Lord than a 

great deal of service without it.   

 

4.   Fourth, sincerity will keep us safe.   
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a.  Hypocrites stop doing God’s will when they feel safe:  They are never less 

secure than when they feel the most secure.   

b.  But the sincere know they’re only secure when they walk in God’s ways.   

(i)  “He who walks in integrity walks securely” (Prov. 10:9).   

(ii)  “I lay down and slept,” David writes, “I awoke, for the LORD sustains 

me” (Ps. 3:5).   

(iii)  “Though a host encamp against me, my heart will not fear; though war 

arise against me, in spite of this I shall be confident” (27:3).   

(iv)  This kind of confidence can only come from sincerity.   

 

5.  Fifth, we should strive after sincerity because this is what Satan attacks the most 

– he wouldn’t if it wasn’t so important to the Lord.   

a.  When Satan attacked Job, he wasn’t after his possessions, his family or his 

health, but his integrity.   

(i)  “Then Satan answered the LORD, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have 

You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on 

every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions 

have increased in the land.  But put forth Your hand now and touch all that 

he has; he will surely curse You to Your face’” (Job 1:9-11).   

(ii)  “Satan answered the LORD and said, ‘Skin for skin!  Yes, all that a man 

has he will give for his life.  However, put forth Your hand now, and touch 

his bone and his flesh; he will curse You to Your face’” (2:4-5).   

 

b.  Satan doesn’t bother those who merely want to profess Christianity.  That’s 

why most big churches get and stay big.   

c.  But he will attack those who seek to serve the Lord sincerely with all his 

strength.   

(i)  That’s why these churches will tend to be small.   

(ii)  Very few are willing to resist him.   

(ii)  We must strive to hold fast what Satan attacks the most.   

 

6.  Sixth, hypocrites serve the devil better than those who are openly wicked, which 

is why we should strive after sincerity.   

a.  Hypocrites can sin more, but be suspected less.   

(i)  Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you 

devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense you make long prayer; 

therefore you will receive greater condemnation” (Matt. 23:14).   

(ii)  Who would suspect that those who would pray so long would be guilty 

of such sins?   

(iii)  Who would suspect a person who carries and reads his Bible so often to 

be guilty of cheating others?   

 

b.  Hypocrites are the worst sinners and bring the greatest reproach on the 

church.   

(i)  Just consider “Christian” TV and radio:  one public hypocrite can make 

the world think that all Christians are hypocrites.   
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(ii)  Jesus tells us that such will “receive greater condemnation.”   

(iii)  If we are to avoid this judgment, we should strive to be sincere.   

 

7.  Seventh, we should seek sincerity because the Lord forgives the sins of those 

who are sincere.   

a.  He knows what we’ve done; but He doesn’t look at the sins of the sincere 

through the eyes of justice, but through the eye of mercy.   

b.  He knows sincerity is there because of His Son, because His Spirit dwells in 

us.   

c.  And because we are in His Son, He will look at us with a love that covers all 

our weaknesses.   

 

8.  Eighth, we should seek after sincerity, because nothing else will give us comfort 

when we need it most.   

a.  When King Hezekiah was dying, he prayed that the Lord might spare his life; 

and the reason he gave as to why the Lord should answer his prayer was his 

sincerity.   

(i)  “Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have walked before 

You in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in Your 

sight” (Isa. 38:3).   

(ii)  Hezekiah wasn’t perfect; but he was sincere.   

 

b.  John writes, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 

before God, and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 

commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight” (1 John 3:21-

22).   

c.  Do you want this confidence?  Then seek to walk sincerely with God.   

 

9.  Finally, we should seek sincerity because the Lord can use only those who are 

sincere.   

a.  God will judge hypocrites.   

b.  But He will glorify His name through those who sincerely desire to walk with 

Him.   

c.  If you would be useful to Him, you must be a sincere/genuine believer.   

d.  Jesus lived and died to provide you with this heart and this strength; and so 

look to Him for this blessing.   

e.  And then strive with all your might to walk with Him in the light, and He will 

use you for His glory.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


