
 

“A Merciful and Faithful High Priest” 
(Hebrews 2:10-18) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we are celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  And 
as we do, it is important for us to again be reminded the purpose for which God has 
instituted it.  One of its primary purposes is to remind us of the death of Christ.  Why 
does God want us to remember this?  He wants us to remember, so that we will never 
forget how much we need Christ for our salvation, so that we will remember the absolute 
impossibility of being saved in any other way.  You and I are bankrupt in the sight of 
God.  We are worms and wretches, in and of ourselves.  The only thing which we and our 
best works justly deserve are hell.  We would forever be swept away in God’s wrath on 
the day of His judgment because of our sins, but for Christ.  Christ is our Savior.  He is 
the One who has removed our guilt and the stain of our sin through His death.  He is the 
One who has clothed us with His perfect righteousness through His perfect life.  God 
wants us to remember what it is that He has done for us.  He wants us to remember how 
much we need Him.  He wants to remind us how much we ought to love and adore Him, 
and show that we do through giving ourselves wholly to Him for His service everyday.  
He wants to remind us that the one who is forgiven much should be thankful much, and 
the more you see your absolute helplessness apart from Christ, the more thankful you will 
be for Christ.  All of us here this morning who have fled for refuge in Christ, know that 
we ought to be infinitely thankful to God.  And because of our thankfulness, we ought to 
love and serve God with every fiber of our being from the heart, for the rest of eternity.   
  The author to the Hebrews had written this book in order to show the same thing to 
these Jews.  He was seeking to convince his readers that they ought not to leave Christ to 
return to the shadows of the Old Covenant economy.  They had recognized that they were 
sinners, and had fled for refuge in Christ.  They understood that they needed the 
mediation which God supplied.  They needed a priest, one who could offer a sacrifice for 
their sins, one who could bring them back to God.  God had supplied such a priest.  He 
had given His Son, the one who is greater than the prophets and the angels.  Christ had 
made the perfect sacrifice, the only sacrifice which could remove their sins.  To leave 
Him to run back to those earthly mediators might extend their lives in the present, in the 
face of the Roman persecution, but it would certainly undo them forever in the future.  
And so the author is seeking to convince them of the excellency of this Messiah and is 
urging them not to return to the Old Covenant priesthood when God has supplied for 
them a far more excellent high priest.   
  This morning, as we prepare to come to the table of the Lord, let us again be 
reminded of our absolute need of the Savior, and see that  
 
  Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest who can remove our sins and 
sympathize with our weaknesses.   
 
I.  As I said three weeks ago, the author to the Hebrews is transitioning at this point 

to a new line of argumentation.  He has shown us the superiority of Christ as a 
prophet, and briefly as a King, but now he deals more specifically with the 
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priestly office of Christ, that which the book as a whole emphasizes over the 
others.   
A.  In verses 5-9, the author was showing us the superiority of Christ over the angels 

in that the world was not subjected to angels, but to man.   
B.  But he also reminded us that man forever lost that dominion when he rebelled 

against God and followed the Lord’s enemy, the devil.   
C.  Now it would take the God-man to come and take back that dominion which was 

lost by destroying the devil.  Christ is that strong man, He is God’s champion who 
defeated the strong man, bound him, and then has begun plundering his house.   

D.  But yet, in order to do this, Jesus had to humble Himself by becoming lower than 
the angels, by taking upon Himself our nature.  He had to suffer death to be 
crowned with glory.  And He had to die to remove the guilt of His people, that He 
might also restore to them that dominion in Himself.   

 
II.  But now the question arises, why?  If God was to remove sin and bring salvation, 

why did it need to happen in this way?  Why could God not have simply taken 
back the dominion from the usurper, pardoned the sins of those whom He would, 
and then place them back into authority?  What the author tells us here is that it 
was fitting for God to do it in this way which He has chosen.  He writes, “For it 
was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through 
sufferings.”   
A.  It was fitting that God do it in this way.   

1.  This obviously is who is in view here.   
2.  He is the One for whom are all things.  All was created for Him, for His glory, 

that He might reveal His glory to all of His creation.   
3.  He is also the One through whom are all things.  He is the One who made all 

that there is.  There is no other Creator but God.   
4.  And don’t forget that this has reference to the Triune God.  The Father has the 

preeminence in the Godhead as the One who represents God in the covenant of 
Grace, but the Son and the Spirit are also equally God.   

5.  It was fitting for God, in bringing many sons to glory, that is, in bringing those 
whom He has chosen, those whom He has adopted, to reflect His glory and the 
glory of His Son in His resurrected and glorified humanity, “to perfect the 
author of their salvation through sufferings.”  And it was proper or right for 
several reasons.   
 

B.  The first reason the author gives us is that it was fitting because we are all from 
one Father.  “For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from 
one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, ‘I 
will proclaim Thy name to My brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will sing 
Thy praise.’  And again, ‘I will put My trust in Him.’  And again, ‘Behold, I and 
the children whom God has given Me.’   
1.  He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father.   

a.  He who sanctifies is obviously Jesus.  He is the One who, through His work 
of mediation, has forever removed the sins of His people and clothed them 
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with a perfect record of obedience.   
b.  Those who are sanctified are obviously those whom the Son cleanses through 

His atoning death.   
c.  These are all from one Father.  Jesus is the eternally begotten Son of God, 

and He is the One who was conceived in the womb of the Virgin.  For both of 
these reasons, He is called the Son of God.   

d.  Those who are sanctified by Jesus are also the children of God.  When a 
person is cleansed from all of his sins through the grace of Christ, he is 
immediately adopted into the family of God.  John writes, “But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name” (John 1:12).   

e.  When a person believes in Christ, he is cleansed, and he is made a member of 
the household of God.  But how does a person believe?  John is quick to 
remind us in the following verse, “Who were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (v. 13).   

f.  Remember what Paul says, “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and 
redemption, that, just as it is written, ‘LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN 
THE LORD’” (1 Cor. 1:30-31).  God graciously adopts those whom He has 
chosen into His family.  And, so that no one will boast, He makes it plain that 
it is entirely His work, “by His doing,” and not by your own.  God is the One 
who conceives us by the power of His Spirit dwelling in us.   

 
2.  Since then we are all from one Father -- we, as well as Christ --, He is not 

ashamed to call us brethren.   
a.  This was predicted in the Psalms.  David writes in Psalm 22:22, “I will tell of 

Thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will praise Thee.”   
b.  The psalm tells of the passion, the suffering, of the Messiah, His crying out to 

the Lord to save Him, and His subsequent exaltation for His work of 
redemption.   

c.  In this psalm, Messiah calls His people, brethren.  He identifies with them, as 
one of them.   

d.  The next two quotes come from Isaiah 8:17-18, where Isaiah writes, “Bind 
up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.  And I will wait for the 
Lord who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly 
for Him.  Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given me are for 
signs and wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, who dwells on Mount 
Zion” (vv. 16-19).  This is just before that wonderful passage of Isaiah 9:6 
which predicts the coming birth of the Messiah.   

e.  The first of these shows how the Messiah Himself took the role of a child, or 
a subordinate, to the Father, and casts Himself upon Him as a child does a 
father in whom he hopes.   

f.  The second shows us the Messiah as the Father of children Himself.  He does 
not beget them physically, but spiritually.  These are His elect whom the 
Father has given Him as a reward for His work as their Redeemer and Surety.   

g.  But again the point is that Christ has become one with us.  He has taken upon 
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Himself our nature that He might stand with us in the Covenant of Grace, and 
take our place that He might bring to us life.   

h.  And since He is to lay down His life that His people might be conformed to 
His image and be adopted by the Father, He is not ashamed to call us His 
brethren.   

 
C.  The second reason it was fitting for the Father to accomplish redemption in this 

way, was that there needed to be a death in order to remove the sentence of death 
from these children.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Since then the children 
share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their 
lives.  For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the 
descendent of Abraham.”   
1.  Christ needed to become a man, in order that He might remove the sin that man 

had committed.   
a.  Was it necessary for Christ to become a man?  There was a debate in the 

middle ages in which some thought that Christ could have come to the earth 
in the form of any of His creatures.   

b.  Their opponents said no, Christ needed to become a man in order to die for 
man.   

c.  This passage this morning vindicates the latter group.  It was fitting for the 
Father to make His Son flesh, to incarnate Him, since those whom He was to 
save also partook of flesh and blood.   

d.  It was our nature that sinned.  It was not that of the ox, or cow, or buffalo.  
Christ had to take on our nature to repair the damage that was done to the 
Father’s honor in our nature.   

e.  Man owed the debt, and therefore only man could pay.  But bankrupt man, 
sinful man could not pay his own debt, not to mention the debt of any other.   

f.  This is why we needed the God-man, the one who was perfect in Himself and 
had committed no sin, and whose personal worth was enough to atone for the 
sins of an innumerable multitude.   

 
2.  But there is another reason mentioned here.  Christ also became a man “that 

through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to 
slavery all their lives.”   
a.  Christ, through His death, also dealt a mortal wound to the head of the 

serpent.   
b.  We must never forget that we have an enemy of our souls, one so vicious, 

that, but for the grace of God, he would overcome us and drag us into 
perdition’s flames right now.   

c.  But Christ, through His cross, has rendered the devil powerless over His 
children.  The devil’s ground of accusation has been removed through the 
perfect work and atoning death of Christ.  He can no longer condemn us, for 
Christ has justified us.   
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d.  But He has also removed the devil’s power over us and protects us so that he 
cannot reach us or ultimately do us any harm.   

e.  And, in that Christ has removed from all of His children their sins, He has 
also removed the sting in death.   

f.  Death was before but a step from this life to everlasting punishment for sin.  
Those who live apart from Christ have only in their minds the voice of 
conscience which bears its testimony against them that they have sinned and 
that certain judgment awaits them.   

g.  But Christ has removed this fear for His children.  He has pardoned their 
iniquities and healed all their diseases.  He has removed the fear of judgment, 
for God’s judgment against them has already been poured out upon Him, as 
He took their place on the cross.   

h.  What does your conscience witness to you this morning?  Does it strike fear 
into your heart because of the impending judgment of God?  Or has Christ 
spoken peace to you through His Spirit who indwells you?   

i.  Christ has removed the fear of death for you, if you are trusting in Him this 
morning.   

 
3.  “For assuredly,” the author to the Hebrews writes, “He does not give help to 

angels, but He gives help to the descendent of Abraham.”   
a.  Christ did not take upon Himself the nature of the angels to give them this 

redemptive help.  There is no hope for fallen angels.  Those who have 
rebelled against God are forever undone.   

b.  But there is hope to the descendant, or seed of Abraham.  Who is this seed?  
It is those who love and obey Christ.  Paul writes, “And if you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise” (Gal. 
3:29).   

c.  If you believe in Christ this morning, if you have taken Him for you all and 
all, if you are living now, not for your glory, but for His, then He has helped 
you and is helping you.  You are the children of promise.   

d.  And what is the significance of this?   
 

D.  This brings us to the last point as to why it was fitting for God to make His Son a 
man and to perfect Him through sufferings.  The author to the Hebrews writes, 
“Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people.  For since He Himself was tempted in that 
which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.”   
1.  Notice that He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might 

become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God.   
a.  Here is the summary of what has gone before.  Christ needed to become a 

man, made like His brethren in all things, that He might become their high 
priest.   

b.  A priest is a intermediary, one who goes between two parties, between God 
and man.  He represents man before God, and seeks by the means which God 
has appointed, to bring them together.   
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c.  In order to do this, He must be one with them.  He must understand them.  He 
must know what they are going through.  As the author tells us later in 5:2, 
“He can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself is also 
beset with weakness.”   

d.  Now Christ is like us in that He is a man.  However, He is unlike us in that 
He is not a sinful man, nor is He able to sin.  His divine nature renders that 
impossible for His human nature.   

e.  But Christ has all of the other human limitations and weaknesses.  He is still 
able to be tempted.  And He was tempted in all points as we are and yet was 
without sin (Heb. 4:15).   

f.  Because He went through all that we must have to face, if not the specific 
temptations and testings, at least those which are like them, He is able to help 
us when we are being tempted.  If He had not become a man, He would not 
have been able to do this.   

 
2.  But the other reason why becoming man was essential to our Redeemer that He 

might be a faithful and merciful high priest, was that He might have that which 
was necessary to make atonement for our sins.   
a.  I already told you that it was essential that He take upon Himself our nature 

to stand in our place.  We sinned, and therefore we are held responsible by 
God.   

b.  And so, in order to free us from the guilt of our sin, as our great high priest, 
He offered Himself up as a sacrifice.  He made propitiation for the sins of the 
people.  Propitiation means satisfaction.  He satisfied the justice of God by 
taking the penalty of our sins upon Himself and suffering in our place.   

c.  And this brethren, brings us back to the Lord’s Supper this morning.   
d.  This Supper is given to us by God to again bring before our eyes the atoning 

work of Christ.  Christ has become one of us, He has shared in our nature, in 
our flesh and blood, that He might save us, that He might sanctify us, that He 
might free us from the tyranny of the devil, that He might set us free from the 
fear of death, that He might satisfy the guilt of our sins, and that He might 
give us the help that we need when we come to times of testing.   

e.  Have you taken Christ as your Savior this morning?  Have you by faith 
trusted in Him to save you?  Are you living for His glory and honor alone?  
Then this spiritual meal bears witness to your freedom from death through 
the death of Christ.   

f.  But have you not received Christ?  Have you not trusted in Him to save you?  
Are you still living your life as though you are your own and not Christ’s?  
Then this table bears witness to your judgment, unless you repent and believe 
in Christ.   

g.  This is one of the purpose why the Supper is given, to bear witness to the 
Gospel of Christ.  Christ died so that His people would be delivered from 
death.  But if you don’t believe savingly in Christ, it also declares what your 
judgment will be.   

h.  Won’t you then accept of His offer to you this morning.  His command to 
you is repent and believe in Christ, and you shall be saved.  Reach out to Him 
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this morning and take hold of His life.  Christ was crucified to save sinners.  
He is the only mediator between God and man, the only door.  Come to 
Christ this morning and live.   

i.  Let us now pray and prepare to come to the Lord’s Table.   


