
“A Faith that Is Not Enough” 

(Acts 8:1-24) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  There is nothing more important in this world than salvation – I hope you 

understand this.   

a.  So many think that having a lot of money is the most important thing, or 

being famous, or gaining position or authority.   

b.  But all these things are nothing compared to salvation.   

(i)  What good would it do you if you gained the whole world, but lost your 

soul in hell forever because of your sins.   

(ii)  Salvation is worth whatever you might have to do, whatever you might 

need to give up.   

 

2.  Sadly, there are so many who know this and believe it, but they’re not careful to 

make sure that they have it.   

a.  They’ve heard the Gospel.   

b.  They understand it – they know they need to receive Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior.   

c.  But they stop short of trusting Him – they settle for something less:   

(i)  Either because they’re ignorant – they just don’t know.   

(ii)  Or because they don’t want to pay the price.   

(iii)  Don’t let this happen to you.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we read about someone who fell short and was lost.   

a.  Simon heard the Gospel.   

b.  He believed it was true.   

c.  He even showed how earnest he was by receiving baptism.   

d.  And yet he was still lost.   

 

2.  What was his problem?  Where did he fall short?   

a.  It’s important for you to know so that you don’t make the same mistake.   

b.  Let’s consider what his problem was.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see that Simon heard the Gospel.   

1.  Simon was an unusual person.   

a.  Luke tells us he was a magician.   

(i)  Apparently, he was a very successful magician.   

(ii)  He could do things that those watching him couldn’t understand.   

(iii)  They were convinced he was the power of God.   

(iv)  In other words, he was successful in deceiving them.   
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(v)  He had all the characteristics of a “good” cult leader.   

 

b.  But all this changed when Philip came to Samaria.   

(i)  Philip preached the Gospel, and the people began listening to him.   

(ii)  Philip also did miracles – things that astonished even Simon – he 

couldn’t understand how Philip was doing them.   

(iii)  This so captured his attention that he listened carefully to the Gospel.   

 

2.  Why is it important that you hear the Gospel?   

a.  You need to hear it for the same reason as Simon and the Samaritans.   

(i)  Because you’re a sinner – Paul writes, “For all have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23) – we’ve all sinned.   

(ii)  Because your sins will condemn you on Judgment Day.   

(iii)  Because you will suffer for all eternity in the fiery oven of God’s wrath.   

 

b.  You need to hear the Gospel because it’s the only way God has provided to 

save you.   

(i)  Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16).   

(ii)  Peter said, “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 

under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” 

(Acts 4:12).   

(iii)  If you want God’s forgiveness, you must hear the Gospel.   

(a)  You need to know what God has done to save sinners through His Son 

Jesus:  You need to know about His obedience, His death on the cross.   

(b)  You need to know how you can be saved:  by trusting Jesus and 

turning from your sins.   

(c)  You need to know these things before you will ever get any benefit 

from them.   

(d)  And you can only know these things by hearing the Gospel.   

 

B.  Second, we see not only that Simon heard the Gospel, but that he also believed and 

repented (v. 13).   

1.  He believed the message Philip preached – that it was true.   

a.  He believed that this was the way to be reconciled to God.   

b.  He seems to have believed that he needed it, since he was willing to submit 

to baptism – something he wouldn’t have received unless he had repented 

and believed, at least outwardly.   

c.  He even continued to learn from Philip as he was continually amazed by the 

miracles the Lord enabled Philip to do.   

 

2.  Maybe you have heard the Gospel, but do you believe it’s true?   

a.  It’s a blessing to hear the Gospel.   

(i)  There are so many people in the world who still haven’t heard it.   

(ii)  At least you know what you need to do to escape God’s judgment.   
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b.  But you need more than this – you must also believe it’s true.   

(i)  You need to believe that you are guilty because you’ve broken God’s 

Law.   

(ii)  You need to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and the only One who 

can save you.   

(iii)  You need to believe that your only hope is to receive this Savior and 

turn from your sins.   

(iv)  Hearing the Gospel is a great blessing, but it isn’t enough.   

(v)  You must also believe what you have heard.   

 

C.  Finally, we see that though Simon heard and believed, he was still not saved.   

1.  The Gospel didn’t really do him any good.   

a.  When Peter and John came down to Samaria, they laid hands on those who 

had believed, and they began receiving the Spirit.   

b.  Simon thought this was great, but instead of asking them to do this for him, 

he asked if he could buy this ability.  What was wrong with this?   

(i)  First of all, the Spirit is a person, not a power or some kind of object you 

can buy or sell – the idea of buying Him or the ability to confer His 

influences was very demeaning and dishonoring.   

(ii)  Second, He is given to true believers as a free gift to help them live the 

kind of life Jesus calls them to live – He isn’t for sale, especially to be 

used as some kind of parlor trick.   

(iii)  And third, the reason He was given in this way and at this time was to 

tie the church that was being formed in Samaria to the Jerusalem church 

until the foundation of Scripture could be laid – this was God’s plan to 

bind the church together.   

(iv)  The fact that he saw the giving of the Spirit as a kind of “magic trick” or 

an ability that could be bought and sold, and that he wanted this ability 

presumably for personal gain, showed not only that he didn’t understand 

or appreciate the gift of the Spirit, but also that his heart was still 

unchanged – he had not repented, which is why Peter immediately called 

him to repentance.   

(v)  Simon may have looked like he was repentant when he asked Peter to 

pray for him, but it turned out to be nothing more than a denial that these 

things were true.   

(vi)  Simon is known to history as an adamant opponent of the Gospel and 

has been credited with the founding of a major religious system that 

opposed Christianity in those days – Gnosticism.   

 

c.  The point is that even though Simon heard and believed the Gospel, his heart 

was still unchanged.   

 

2.  You must have more than a mere belief that Christianity is true.   

a.  So many professing Christians today trust they will be in heaven simply 

because they believe the facts about Jesus – that He lived, died, rose again 

from the dead, and entered into heaven.   
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b.  That isn’t enough!   

(i)  Simon believed, and he perished.   

(ii)  The demons believe these things – they know they’re true (James 2) – 

but they will also perish.   

(iii)  You need more.   

 

c.  You need to trust Jesus to save you.   

(i)  You need to know the facts of the Gospel – you can’t believe what you 

don’t know.   

(ii)  You also need to believe those facts are true – you’ll never trust Jesus if 

you don’t.   

(iii)  But you must act on that belief – you must actually put your whole hope 

of heaven in Jesus – this is where Simon fell short.   

(iv)  The difference between merely believing and trusting is this:   

(a)  Let’s say you have a deadly disease.   

(b)  Someone develops a cure.   

(c)  You hear about it, that it can cure you.   

(d)  You read the facts and testimonials – you believe it can cure you.   

(e)  You go to the doctor – he prescribes the medication for you.   

(f)  You take it home – now you have gone as far as Simon.   

(g)  But having it and believing it can cure you isn’t enough, you must 

actually take the medicine or you will die.   

(h)  In the same way, you can hear the Gospel; you can believe it and 

know Jesus can save you, but if you never apply Him to your soul by 

actually trusting Him and turning from your sins, you will be lost.   

(i)  Worse than that, you will be even more blameable on the Day of 

Judgment because you knew the truth, but didn’t act on it.   

 

(v)  Don’t make that mistake.   

(a)  Don’t let what happened to Simon happen to you.   

(b)  Don’t hold the cure in your hands, but refuse to take it.   

(c)  Trust in Him now; come to Him now.   

(1)  Don’t wait until tomorrow – you don’t even know if you have 

tomorrow – come to Him now.   

(2)  May the Lord give you His grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


