
 

“A Disciple Is Not Above His Teacher” 
(Matthew 10:24-25) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Jesus, in chapter 10 of Matthew’s Gospel, has been giving instructions to His twelve apostles 
as He is preparing to send them out to preach the good news of the kingdom of God.  He has told them thus 
far where they are to go, what they are to say, what they are to do, what they are to take, and how they are 
to conduct themselves while they are gone.  This He did in verses 5-15.  In the next section, He told them 
what things would be like for them in their service of Christ.  It would not be an easy road, but hard, very 
hard.  They would be hated and mistreated by all men, even by those of their own households.  But if they 
endured this mistreatment to the end -- and Christ would give them the ability they needed to endure, 
through faith in His name -- then they would receive what He had promised:  eternal life.   
  Jesus, having told them that they would be hated by all men, now goes on in our text this morning to 
explain to them something of the reason why they would be hated so intensely by all men.  What He tells 
them is that  
 
  They will be hated by all men, because He is hated by all men.  What this shows us is that if we 
identify ourselves with Christ, we will be hated like Christ was hated.    
 
I.  Jesus begins His statement here by quoting two axioms, “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a 

slave above his master.”   
A.  These are truisms, things which are true and cannot be false, things which are accepted by everyone 

as simply being the way things are.   
1.  A disciple is not above his teacher.   

a.  A disciple, by definition, is one who takes the place of a learner.  He is one who sits under a 
teacher, in order to learn what he knows.   
(i)  During the time of the great philosophers Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, if you wanted to 

learn from these giants, you would attach yourself to their schools, you would become 
their disciples.   

(ii)  The same thing was true in Judaism.  If you wanted to become a Pharisee, you would go 
to one of their school and be discipled by them.   

(iii)  We do the same thing today through our schools, colleges and universities.  We go to 
them, or send our children to them, to learn from those who know more than we do about 
the subjects we are interested in.  Sometimes, those who have an intense hunger to learn 
go out of their way to sit under someone they really admire, so that they can soak up as 
much of their wisdom as they possibly can.   

(iv)  Apprenticeships also work in much the same way.  If you want to learn the art of 
carpentry or cabinet-making, you join yourself to a master carpenter in order to learn the 
trade from him.   

 
b.  The teacher, on the other hand, has the opposite role of the disciple.  He does not learn, but 

teach.   
(i)  This what Plato did in his school, and Aristotle in his.   
(ii)  Their role was to impart the knowledge that others wanted to learn.   
 

c.  Now in this relationship, the teacher is the one with authority, while the disciple takes the 
subordinate role.   
(i)  The disciple doesn’t sit under the teacher in order to teach him.  He enters into the 

relationship as a learner, one who is willing to be instructed and corrected, until he learns 
what the teacher has to teach him.   

(ii)  In this relationship, the teacher is greater in authority, which is why Jesus tells us that the 
disciple is not above his teacher.   

 
2.  The same thing is true with regard to the second relationship mentioned:  a slave is not above his 

master.   
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a.  The slave by definition is the one who takes the subordinate role of a servant to his master.   
b.  The master, on the other hand, is the one who has the authority to command his servant.   
c.  Therefore, the servant is not greater than his master.  His master is greater than he is.   
d.  Now this isn’t speaking about their intrinsic worth, as though the one is necessarily superior 

to the other in his person.  This is speaking about their places of authority.  We see the same 
thing in Scripture where we read that the man is the head of the woman, and yet in Christ 
Jesus there is neither male nor female.  The man is given the place of authority over the 
woman -- which is why it is improper for a woman to be in a role of authority over a man -- 
and yet he is not necessarily superior to her in his being.  In Christ, both are equal.   

e.  In the case of disciples and teachers, and slaves and masters, it is the same thing.  They are 
not necessarily better than one another, except with regard to their knowledge and authority.  
Although, when this is applied to Christ as the teacher, and to Christ as the Lord, there is a 
great difference with respect both to the worthiness of His person, as well as to His 
knowledge and authority.   

 
B.  I believe first that Jesus uses both of these analogies here to show us what kind of relationship we 

have with Him.   
1.  Jesus is our Teacher, and we are His disciples.  Jesus is also our Master, and we are His slaves.   

a.  He sums both of these truths up in John 13:13-17, where He says, “You call Me Teacher and 
Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I gave you an example that you also should 
do as I did to you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is 
one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.  If you know these things, you are blessed 
if you do them.”   

b.  Jesus is both our Lord and Teacher, and He teachs us in two ways.  He not only gives us 
commandments to tell us plainly what He wanted us to do, but He also shows us what to do 
through His example.  Both of these are to be our rule of faith and practice.   

 
2.  Now what does this mean for us?   

a.  We have taken Christ’s yoke upon us.  We are His disciples or His learners.  We are also His 
slaves.   

b.  This means, among other things, that we are to sit at His feet and learn from Him.  The way 
we do this today is by reading His Word and by listening to it read and preached with faith.  
We are to obey His commands -- whatever the Lord tells us to do, we are to do it, no matter 
what the cost to us might be personally --, and we are to follow His example -- we are to 
study His example as it is given to us in the Scripture, in the lives of His apostles, and in the 
lives of His people, and we are to imitate their obedience.   

c.  And the reason we are to do this is that we might become like Him.  Jesus says, “It is enough 
for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master.”  We have entered 
this relationship with Christ, as the means to fulfill what God the Father has planned for us.  
Remember what the apostle Paul wrote in Romans 8:29, “For whom He [i.e., God] foreknew, 
He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-
born among many brethren.”  God predestined us to become like His Son, and the only way 
that this will take place in our lives as it should now, is if we submit to Christ as our Teacher 
and as our Lord.   

d.  In both of these offices, He has the right to expect us to follow Him.  We recognized this and 
submitted to it when we first came to Him for our salvation.  The view which is so prevalent 
view in the church today -- i.e., that we can receive Christ as Savior and not as Lord --  is as 
false as false can be.  The only Christians the Bible knows about are disciples:  disciples are 
those who have taken Christ’s yoke upon them and are learning from Him.  The only 
Christians the Bible knows about are those who serve Him.  Jesus tells us in John 12, “He 
who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.  
If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; if 
anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him” (vv. 25-26).   

e.  Are you Christ’s disciple this morning?  Are you sitting at His feet and learning from Him?  
Are you submitting yourself to His will, and seeking to serve Him with all that is in you?  If 
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so, then you may rightly call yourself a Christian.  But if not, then you need to surrender 
yourself to the only One who is able to save you from your rebellion and the consequences of 
your sin.  The Lord only saves those who surrender to Him, submit to His lordship and 
become His disciples.  If you save your life in this world, that is, if you live your own life for 
yourself now, you will lose it in the future, you will be cast away forever.  But if you lose 
your life, for Christ’s sake, if you give up everything you have to follow Him, you will gain 
it forever.   

 
II.  Now why does Jesus bring this up at this point in His instructions to His apostles?  The answer is 

that He wants to show them why they will be treated so badly.  He says, “If they have called the 
head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!”   
A.  Notice that Jesus here broadens the category of people He is speaking about.   

1.  He began by addressing His apostles, those He was sending out to preach the Gospel, those 
whom He was enduing with authority and power to fulfill this office.   

2.  But now He is speaking about disciples in general, those who are His people.  This means that 
what He says here applies directly to us, for we too are members of His household.   

 
B.  And what He says is that they will view us in the same way they viewed Him.   

1.  How did they view Him?   
a.  It is very clear in this passage how they viewed Christ. They despised Him so much that they 

called Him Beelzebul.   
b.  Now this won’t mean very much to us unless we understand what they intended by this name.   

(i)  The Jews had a habit of changing the names of pagan idols to show their disgust for 
them.  They changed what the pagans called the face of god, to the face of a dog.  That 
which the pagans called Fortune, they called a Stink.  But their most common name for 
an idol was Zebul, which means dung or dunghill, and when someone sacrificed to an 
idol, they said that the person was dunging.   

(ii)  But of course they held that evil one, who was behind all of this idolatry, in far greater 
contempt than the idols themselves.  For him, they reserved the name Baalzebul, which 
means “the Lord of the dung.”  This is the very name the Pharisees gave to Jesus, which 
showed how much they despised Him (Lightfoot, from Clarke’s commentary, 5:226-27).   

 
2.  Jesus is telling His disciples here, that if they have so slandered Him with this contemptible 

name, how much more will they do so to those who are His followers?   
a.  If the One who is greater is treated in this way, how much more those who are less?   
b.  Is it any wonder that the Pharisees would come upon the disciples as wolves upon the sheep?  

Is it any wonder that the apostles would be delivered to the courts, scourged in public, and be 
hated by all men, even those of their own household?  The darkness has the greatest 
contempt for the light.  Jesus is telling you this morning, if you are a child of the light, it will 
have this contempt for you as well.   

c.  Just take a good look at the world around you.  If you live like a Christian, it won’t take you 
long to discover that it hates you, even as it hated Christ.  The only group of any kind -- 
whether political, racial, sexual or religious -- that is not tolerated by the world, is 
Christianity.  Everyone else is protected, or soon will be protected, by State and Federal 
Laws.  But the barrier which has protected us for years is slowly breaking down, and it won’t 
be too long before it is removed altogether, unless the Lord does something to build it up 
again.   

d.  But there is something the Lord tells us that we can do about it.  We can pray as individuals, 
as families, and as a body, that God would bring His kingdom in power on this earth.  We 
can fast.  We can witness to others.  We can write letters to our government officials.  We 
can vote for candidates who still hold to biblical morality.  We can be faithful to live as lights 
in the world.  We must do these things as faithfully as we can, or we cannot expect to see the 
Lord’s blessing in this life.  If you don’t think these things will make any difference, then 
you still don’t understand how the Lord works.  Yes, He is sovereign.  But when He works, 
He generally works through means.  You and I are a part of those means, and so we must 
work.   
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e.  But another thing we should do is this:  since we can expect nothing but hatred in the world 
for the sake of Christ, we should do what we can to preserve the unity of the body of Christ 
in the bond of love.  The only place we will ever find any love in this world is among the 
people of God.  But if we fail to love each other, if we constantly bite and devour one 
another, then we won’t even have this.  We need to pray for, and seek to be united together 
in, the bonds of Christian love.  We also need to have a united purpose, that which Christ has 
for His church:  to promote God’s kingdom in every area of life.  If we work together, we 
will be able to move ahead in advancing God’s kingdom.  But if we don’t, then we won’t 
have to worry about the world’s persecution destroying us, for we will destroy ourselves.  
May the Lord be pleased to work by His Spirit in our hearts this morning, so that we might 
take these things to heart, and may He help us to come together in one mind, one heart and 
one purpose, to do what He has called us to do:  to be the means of advancing His kingdom 
on earth, and not the means of its destruction.  Amen.   


