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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  08/31/2003 
Quarter: 1 of 4 Theology 
Lesson Title: The Holy Scriptures - Part 1 
Lesson Purpose: To examine the doctrine of Scripture so that we understand what it is, 

where it came from and how, together with its authority, completeness and 
its uses  

 

1. Introduction 
We are beginning our study of the Westminster Confession 
Will not be too detailed but give an overview and help to explain 
WCF well reasoned and well laid out – logical order. 
Where would you begin in establishing a systematic theology?  
What do you have to establish first? 
The validity of the source book – the Bible 

2. Why did God give us the Bible? 
To understand why God gave us the Bible, we need to learn about God’s general revelation and 
His special revelation 

2.1. General Revelation 
WCF 1.1 
God has revealed Himself to us in the inborn understanding man has (the light of nature) , in the 
things He has created (the works of creation), and in the way things come to pass (God’s 
providence) such that all men are without excuse for not believing in Him.   
Man has been created with a conscience that gives him a sense of what is right and wrong  (the 
light of nature).  We see this at work in all societies, even the most primitive.   In the unbeliever, 
the conscience can become seared and no longer works to arrest sin.  

Romans 1:32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of 
death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.  
1 Timothy 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention 
to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own 
conscience as with a branding iron,  
Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both 
their mind and their conscience are defiled. 

In created things, the invisible God shows us through visible things something of what He is 
like.   

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for 
God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse.  

His eternal power and divine nature are on display in what He has made – think about how and 
why this is so 

Psalm 19:1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 
2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there 
words; Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the 
end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit 
to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.  

The glory of God is also revealed to all men in created things 
Acts 14:16 “In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; 17 and yet He did not 
leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 
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The providence of God and His provision of rain, food and good things shows to all men His 
goodness.  
This revelation of God in creation is called General Revelatio n because it is given to all men 
without exception.   
Whilst it leaves us all without excuse for our unbelief, it cannot tell us certain things about 
God. 
What can’t we know about God from creation, light of nature and providence?  

2.2. Special Revelation 
Apart from other things, God’s general revelation did not show us what we needed to know 
about God and His will for us to be saved  
This was made necessary by the fall, since what is revealed in the Bible is a way of salvation.  
What else do we learn from the Scr iptures? 

q Jesus Christ is the pinnacle of God’s self-revelation to man 
q Some aspects of God’s plan – salvation, judgment, the end of this created order 
q God’s moral will – 10 commandments 

Why else did God cause it to be written down? 
q To preserve and propagate the truth 
q To establish and comfort (strengthen) the Church against the world, the flesh and the 

Devil – it is a weapon 
q Because former ways of God revealing His will now ceased (e.g. gift of prophecy) 

3. What are the contents of the Bible? 
q The 66 Books (WCF 1.2), divided into Old and New Testaments,  make up the canon 

(rule) of Scripture 
q How did we end up with 66 books?   
q They were given by inspiration – see lesson 2 
q They were given to us to be a rule of faith and life – they show us what we are to believe 

and how we are to live. 
q No debate over the Old Testament books by NT times.  Many NT works were 

acknowledged almost immediately as Scripture (this is how Peter regarded Paul’s 
writings – see 2 Peter 3:15-16) 

q What do you think the tests might have been that the early church used to determine if a 
book was inspired (and therefore Scripture) or not? 

o Written by an Apostle or authorized by them  
o Does it claim inspiration? 
o Contained no errors and not a forgery 
o Consistent with all other Scriptures 
o Accepted by the body of believers 
o Owned by the Holy Spirit in the life of the church  – used in sanctification 

q Early debates over Hebrews (no author indicated) and Revelation (brief problem at end 
of 3rd century concerning the millennium and whether John was the author) 

q Final debate hinged around relatively few writings such as James, Jude, II Peter, II and 
III John 

q Our own list of NT books largely recognized at beginning of the 4 th century 
q 3rd council of Carthage in 397 closed the canon and declared that only these scriptures 

were to be read in the churches 
q Thus the books of the Apocrypha (means secret, hidden) were not included (WCF 1.3) 
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q What is the Apocrypha? 
q Late books (written largely between 2nd and 1st century BC) never admitted to the OT 

canon.  The Jews understood that the prophetic voice had died with Malachi.  Never 
accorded place or authority to the apocryphal writings. 

q Christ and the Apostles never refer to them 
q Contain some historical narrative, some moral thoughts, some legends and 

platitudes 
q The books fail the tests of inspiration 
q Council of Trent in 1546, Rome accepted the Apocrypha as canonical 

 
 

4. Conclusions 
q God has revealed Himself to us generally through nature and more explicitly and 

specifically through His word. 
q Without his word, we could not have known His will and the way of salvation 
q His word serves several other purposes also 
q It comprises 66 books given by inspiration and called the canon (rule) of Scripture 
q It does not include the books of the Apocrypha, though the Roman church accepts it. 
q The church did not create the canon of Scripture but recognized it  with the aid of the 

Holy Spirit. 


